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Introduction:

THE UNITED KINGDOM

The full name of the country we are studying is the United King-

dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.! It is a complicated name for

what is in many ways a complicated country. Most people know some-
thing about it because its huge overseas eﬁlpire gave it an important
international role which only came to an end in the years following the
Second World War. However, the things that people know about the
UK ( which they will probably call simply Britain or, wrongly, England)
may have little to do with how most real British people live their lives
today.

For one thing, the days of empire are now long enough ago that
only old people remember it as anything of any importance in their lives.?
Britain is no longer an imperial éountry, though the effects of its impe-
rial past may be often encountered in all sorts of ways; not least in the
close relationships which exist with the fifty or more countries which
used to be a part of that empire, and which maintain links through a
loose (and voluntary) organisation called the Commonwealth of Nations*.
Eut more important today in Britain’s international relations is the Eu-
ropean Union,* of which the UK has been a member since 1973, and it is
more useful when considering modern Britain to emphasise its role as a
European nation, rather than its membership of the Commonwealth. It
remains a relatively wealthy country, a member of the Group of Seven
large developed economies.

One other obvious effect of that old imperial role lies in the make-
up of the British population itself. Immigration from some of those Com-
monwealth countries, which was encouraged in the 1950s and 1960s,
has produced a population of which 1 in 20 are of non-European ethnicity.
They themselves, or their parents or grandparents, were born in India or
Pakistan. the countries of the Caribbean, to name only the most com-
mon* |

This introduces what is the key theme of the chapters about the
United Kingdom: as is the case for most, or all, countries, it is not pos-

complicated /komplikeitid/ a.
R, At

empire /'empaio/ n.

piiE ]

imperial /im'pisriol/ a.
WEE

encounter fin'kaunta!/ vz.
B 23

emphasise /emfasaiz/ v1.
ik

immigration /imi'greifan/ n.
B

ethnicity /e0'nisiti/ n.

bLY i3

Pakistan / pakis'tamn/ n.
(B3 2]

Caribbean /karabian/ n.
mEhtL



sible to sum up the British people with a few simple phrases. Many
people who think of Britain think of the English gentleman. But this is
just a stereotype which never applied to the majority of the British people,
and really has little validity today. The UK is one nation, with a single
passport, and a single government having sovereignty over it all, but as
the full name of the nation suggests, it is made up of different elements.
It includes 4 parts® within the one nation-state: the island of Great Brit-
ain is made up of England, Scotland and Wales, and Northern Ireland, a
province on the neighbouring island of Ireland, completes the set”. So
when discussing Britain and the British some consideration has to be
made of these differences: for example a woman from Scotland would
not be pleased if we were to call her an “English gentleman”! She is
Scottish and female, and sees her identity as different from that of men
and separate from the English.

But this distinction between the 4 constituent countries is only one,
and perhaps the simplest, of the differences which divide the United
Kingdom. It has been already pointed out that the UK is now a multira-
cial society, and these quite recent groups of immigrants have brought
aspects of their own cultures with them which sit side by side with more
traditionally British ways of life, for exampie, many are Muslims, while
most British people (in name at least) are Christians. And clearly in-
volved in my example of the Scottish woman is the fact that men and
women do not have the same experience of life in Britain. Also Britain
is divided economically: it is a society with a class-structure.® It is pos-
sible to exaggerate the importance of this class-structure, because of
course most countries have some kind of class-system, but it is true to
say that the class structure of UK soctety is relatively obvious. The cul-
ture of a factory worker whose father was a factory worker may be quite
different from that of a stockbroker whose father was a stockbroker:
they will tend to read different ﬁé@gpépers, watch different television
programmes, speak with a different accent, do different things in their
free-time. and have different expectations for their children.

Another difference which marks British society is that of region.
Even within each of the four countries there are different regions: the
difference between the “highland” and “lowland” Scots has a long his-
torical significance, for example: north and south England are also con-
sidered to be culturally distinct, though the boundary between them is
not marked on any map, and exists only as a rather unclear mental atti-
tude. Nevertheless, there is some basis to the distinction in economic

terms as the south is on average more wealthy than the north.

;
£
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to sum up
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stereotype /'stiarioutaip/ n.
PRl 104ERE

sovereignty /'sovrinti/ n.
F

distinction /dis'tink[an/ n.
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constituent /kan'stitjuont/ a.
Hkiy ¥kt
multiracial /maltireifol/ a.
E2uy 1)

exaggerate /ig'zedsoreit/ vz.
ik

stockbroker /'stokbrouka/ n.
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tend /tend/ vi.
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4 Introduction: The United Kingdom

Part of the reason for that economic difference between north and
south is found in another distinction which marks British society, a dis-
tinction which can be seen in many societies but 1s perhaps particularly
obvious in the UK, that is, the difference between the capital and the
provinces. London is in the south of the country, and is dominant in the
United Kingdom in all sorts of ways. It is by far the largest city in the
country. with about one seventh of the nation's population; it is the seat
of government;’ it is the cultural centre, home to all the major news-
papers. TV stations, and with far and away the widest selection of gal-
leries, theatres and museums. Also it is the business centre, headquar-
ters of the vast majority of Britain’s big companies; it is the financial
centre of the nation, and one of the three major international financial
centres in the world. As such it combines the functions of Beijing, Shang-
hai, and Guangzhou, or New York, Washington and Los Angeles, in
one city. And given its long-standing historical role in the UK, perhaps
Xi'an too! London is a huge weight in Britain’s economic and cultural
life. and to some extent the rest of the country lives in its shadow.

We shall look at many of these differences, along with other is-
sues, in later chapters, but in the first two chapters we shall discuss just

the most obvious: the four nations of the United Kingdom.

Notes

gallery /'gzlori/ n.
g XA

. the United Kindom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: KAFIEI AL E/R2LEAEE, BEEXEBER
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e
9. Itisthe seat of government: 2B (JEED) BUFPTIEML., seat: BaAT: BriE

Focal Points

a complicated country with a complicated name

the effects of its imperial past

a member of the European Union

a multiracial society

remarkable class, regional and economic differences

a significant role of London

Exercises
1. Explain the following in English:
1. London
II. Fill in the blanks:
1. The full name of the United Kingdom is and
2. The island of Great Britain is made up of and
3. The United Kingdom has been a member of since 1973.
4. Britainis now a society which produces a population of which 1 in 20 are of ethnicity.
5. London plays a significant role in economic and cultural life. It’s not only the financial of the
nation. but also one of major international financial centres in

1. Choose the correct answer from the options given:
1. Which of the following is NOT considered a characteristic of London?
A. The cultural centre.
B. The business centre .
C. The financial centre.
D. The sports centre.
Which of the following is NOT true about the characteristics of Britain?
A. Economic differences between north and south.

[

B. Differences of social systems between Scotland and Wales.
C. Class differences between a white-collar worker and a blue-collar worker.
D. Cultural differences between immigrants and the British.
3. Which of the following can NOT be found in London?
A. Teahouses.
B. Galleries.
C. Museums.
D. Theatres.
4. Which of the following is NOT true about Britain?
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A. It used to be an imperial country in the world.
B. It plays an active role as a member of European Union.
C. It is a relatively wealthy and developed country.
D. It used to be one of the superpowers in the world.

Questions for Thought

1. What was the British Empire? What do you know about it? In what way is the “Empire” still felt in Britain and in the

intemational field?
2. Why does the author say that it is not possible to sum up the British people with a few simple phrases?



Chapter 1
GREAT BRITAIN

England

Population (1994) 48.7 million (UK total 58.4 million)

Area 130 423 km? (UK total 241 752 km?)

England is a highly urbanized country. with 80% of its population urbanized /'a:benaizd/ a.
living 1n cities. and only 2% of the population working in agriculture, Its :ﬁiiiﬂ:%

y far

largest city i1s the capital. London. which is dominant in the UK in all B, GRM
fields: government, finance. and culture. England is physically the larg- Welsh /wel]/ a.

RN WA R VB R

est of the four nations, and 1t has by far the largest population. This me———

dominance in size is reflected in a cultural and economic dominance SRS NI WUREE
too. which has the result that people in foreign countries sometimes make originate />'ridzineit/ vi.
; : ; i G, TR
the mistake of talking about England when they mean the UK. Signifi- fh” ‘Ulﬁ Fo
s ngles /&nglz/ n.
cantly. people in England sometimes make that mistake too, but people BREA (G hERIE BT
in the other three nations would not: they might call themselves British %)
. . - mieht call th clves S <h or Welsh Saxon /'seksn/ a.
tas might the English). or they might call themselves cottish or Wels B A (FUEBSIH, — 50 F St
or Irsh. but they certainly wouldn t call themselves (or like to be called) Yok E 6 it RN BEEE)

derive /ditaiv/ vi.

English. So oddiy. of the four nations, the English feel most British, and s
Hi%

therefore have the weakest sense of themselves as a separate “English”
culture within Britain.

British history has been a history of invasions. Before the first
cenwury AD Britain was made up of many tribal kingdoms of Celtic
people: a powerful culture originating in central Europe. Then in 43AD
Britain was invaded by the Roman empire ', and England and Wales
(though not Scotland or Ireland) became a part of the Roman empire for
nearly 400 vears. As the Roman empire came under threat from the east,
the Roman armies and Roman protection were withdrawn from Britain,
and Britain was again divided into small kingdoms, and again it came
under threat from outside, this time from Germanic peoples: the Angles,

and the Saxons.

One of the best-known English legends derives from this time. In

In the market place at Wantage is a
statue of King Alfred. a native of the town
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the fifth century AD it is said that a great leader appeared, united the
British, and with his magical sword, Excalibur, drove the Saxons back.
This is the story of King Arthur?, and has been embellished by singers,
poets. novelists and even filmmakers ever since.

Although King Arthur’s real existence is in doubt, you can visit
places associated with his legend, such as the cliff-edge castle at Tintagel
in Cornwall. According to legend Arthur gathered a company of knights
to him. who sat together at Arthur’s castle at Camelot (possibly the real
hilltop fort at Cadbury Hill in Somerset). Conflict between his knights
led to Arthur creating the famous “round table” at which all would have
equal precedence’. Perhaps this could be seen as an indicator of the way
in which the English have wished to see their monarch as something
other than a remote dictator, and have in fact managed to gradually bind
the monarchy into a more democratic system, rather than completely
rejecting it. )

Whatever Arthur’s success, legend or not, it did not last, for the
Anglo-Saxons did succeed in invading Britain, and either absorbed the
Celtic people. or pushed them to the western and northern edges of Brit-
ain. Despite the fact that contemporary English people think of King
Arthur as their hero, really he was fighting against them, for these Anglo-
Saxon invaders were the forefathers of the English, the founders of
“Angle-land” or “England” as it has become known.

Two more groups of invaders were to come after the English: from
the late 8th century on, raiders from Scandinavia, the ferocious Vikings %,
threatened Britain's shores. Their settlements in England grew until large
areas of northern and eastern England were under their control. By then
the English heroes were truly English (Anglo-Saxon), such as King Alfred
the Great®, who turned the tide in the south against the Vikings. There
rernains to this day a certain cultural divide between northerners and
southerners in England, which.while not consciously “Saxon” versus
“Dane”, may have its origins in this time’. The richer southerners tend
to think of northerners as less sophisticated than themselves, while
northerners think southerners arrogant and unfriendly. They are also
marked by having distinctly different accents.

The next invaders were the Normans, from northern France, who
were descendants of Vikings. Under William of Normandy (known as
“William the Conqueror”®) they crossed the English Channel in 1066,
and in the Barttle of Hastings, defeated an English army under King
Harold®. This marks the last time that an army from outside the British
Isles succeeded in invading. William took the English throne, and be-
came William the First of England. The Tower of London!?, a castle in

Excalibur /ekskaliba/ n.

T E2RES

embellish /im'belif/ vz.

&8 Bk

legend /ledzond/ n.

Hi #iG

Tintagel /tin'teedzol/ n.

SERTTM CEEBCHs L PHRER, Rl
M King Arthur 544

Cormnwall /'komwal/ n.

HWH/R CEEERZ—/, BHAF
Bodmin)

knight /nait/ n.
ChE D 54 R

Camelot /kemilot/ a.

ik Anthur E2ZERSIEN{E
Somerset /'samosit/ n.
REERE o =lii 10
conflict /konflikt/ n.

g

precedence /pri'si:donz/ n.

B BEiE

monarch /'monok/ n.

B FE

contemporary /kan‘temporori/ a.

= 4 ]

Scandinavia /sk&ndi'neivja/ n.

HrEh AT CALBK X B IRAR,
5 Bad WL FIE. L KE)
ferocious fo'raufas/ a.

X%y BFERN

versus /'vaisas/ prep.

M ERMTFRFBRERSZ D, BE
Fev. vs)

sophisticated /so'fistikeitid/ a.

B BRAFERAY

arrogant /@rogant/ a.

B e, Bige

throne /Braun/ n.

FENEE



the centre of London which he built, still stands today.

The Normans did not settle England to any great extent: rather
they imported a ruling class. The next three hundred years may be thought
of as a Norman (and French-speaking) aristocracy ruling a largely Saxon
and English-speaking population. It is this situation which produced
another of England’s heroic legends. This is the legend of Robin Hood",
the Saxon nobleman oppressed by the Normans, who became an out-
law, and with his band of “merry men” hid in the forest of Sherwood in
the north midlands of England. From this secret place, armed with their
longbows, they then went out to rob from the rich to give to the poor.
This early English socialist' (') has featured in many television series
and films, both British and American. Some writers have seen in the
popularity of this legend of a rebellion hidden in the green wood a clue
to the English character: a richly unconventional interior life hidden by
an external conformity®. But, like all stereotypes, this one has its weak-
nesses, as many English people, especially young people, like to display
their unconvenionality externally—for example English punk rockers
with their vividly dyed spiky hair', But it is certainly true that the life-
less fronts of many English houses conceal beautiful back gardens. Gar-
dening is one of the most popular pastimes in England, and the back
garden provides a place where people’s outdoor life at home can go on
out of the public gaze. This may contrast with people from other coun-
tries whose outdoor life might be more social—sitting on the front porch
watching passers-by.

The next few hundred years following the Norman invasion can
be seen as a process of joining together the various parts of the British
Isles under English rule, so that any English identity eventually became
swamped by the necessity of adopting a wider British identity, both to
unite the kingdom internally, and to present a single identity externally
as Britain became an imperial power. At the same time power was gradu-
ally transferred from the monarch to the parliament. Charles the First’s
attempt to overrule parliament in the 1640s led to a civil war in which
parliamentary forces were victorious, and the king was executed. After
a gap of eleven years in which England was ruled by parliament’s leader,
Oliver Cromwell*, the monarchy was restored. Further conflict between
parliament and the king led to the removal of the Scottish house of Stuart'®
from the throne, and William and Mary'” were imported from Holland
to take the throne, thus finally establishing parliament’s dominance over
the throne.

Chapter 1 Great Britain 9

aristocracy / &ris'tokrasi/ n.
#ik BRENE

outlaw /fautloy n.
B E R
interior /in'tioria/ a.
149

display /dis'plei/ vz.

JRR

externally /eks'tomnali/ ad.
HhEs IR

punk /pank/ n.

AZE, DB, ZDRIR
dyed /daid/ a.

Bufaly

spiky /'spaiki/ a.

BRE AN
conceal /kan'si:l/ vz.

(51

porch /poitf/ n.

()

identity /"aidentiti/ n.
FHAE

eventually /i'ventjoli/ ad.
Bf #T

execute /'eksikjuit/ ve.
Abk

overrule /puva'rul/ v,
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Scotland
Population:  5.111 million
Area: 77 080km?

Scotland is the second largest of the four nations. both in popula-
tion and in geographical area. [t is also the most confident of its own
identity because alone amongst the non-English components of the UK
it has previousty spent a substantial period of history as a unified state
independent of the UK. Thus it is not a big leap for the Scottish to imag-
ine themselves independent again.

Physically. Scotland is the most rugged part of the UK, with areas
of sparsely populated mountains and lakes in the north (The Highlands),
and in the south (The Southern Uplands). Three-quarters of the popula-
tion lives in the lowland zone which spans the country between these
two highland areas. The largest city is Glasgow, in the west of this zone.
Scotland's capital city is Edinburgh, on the east coast forty miles away
from Glasgow. It is renowned for its beauty. and dominated by its great
castle on a high rock in the centre of the city. Both cities have ancient
and internationally respected universities dating from the 15th century.

Scotland was not conquered by the Romans, though they did try
to. and for a while occupied as far as the edge of the northern highland
zone. But the difficulty of maintaining their rule there caused them to
retreat to a line roughly equivalent to the contemporary boundary be-
tween England and Scotland. Along this line. from sea to sea, they, like
the Chinese. built a wall to mark the northern edge of their domain, and
to help defend it. It is called “Hadrian’s Wall™*® after the Emperor of
Rome at the time of its building. and although ruined, lengths of it can
still be seen and walked along.

Nor was most of Scotland conquered by the Anglo-Saxons, al-
though an Angle Kingdom was established in the southeast—hence
Edinburgh’s Germanic name. British celts displaced from the south by
Saxon invasion occupied the area around what is now Glasgow, and in
this same period (around the sixth century AD) people from northern
Ireland invaded the south-west. They were called the Scots, and it is
thev that gave the modern country of Scotland its name. The original
Scottish celts. called the Picts. were left with the extensive but unpro-
ductive highland Zone. The division between highland and lowland Scot-
land remains a cultural divide today. in much the same way as north and
south England see themselves as different from each other. There are

even areas in the highlands where (in addition to English) people speak

component /kam'paunant/ 2.
Hg AR5y

substantial /sab'sten[al/ a.
HY R 1

rugged /'ragid/ a.

s T A e )
sparsely /spa:sli/ ad.
Wi

span /span/ vi.

bzt &

retreat /ri'trizt/ vi.

#ilnl

equivalent /i’kwivolant/ a.
MET

domain /do'mein/ n.

Mty Bt

A statue of Robert Burns is overiooked by the spire of
Greytriars Church in Dumries, where the poet spent the
last five years of his ife.



