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Practical Exhibition Planning for Museum - Gallery
BN / Induk TERBHZEIT

Lee, Woo kwon / Prof. of Architecture Dept. of Induk Institute of
Technology
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Bom in 1953 in Kyeonggi Province. He studied architecture engineering and received masters at
Hanyang Univesity. He finished doctor course in Formative Graduate School of Kookmin
Unjversity. He studied interior architecture in Art Graduate School of Long Beach State
University in the USA. His major is the ‘Museum Architecture(architecture planning &
design)’.
He has participated in several projects such as  National Museurn of Korea, Communication
Museurn, Racing Museum, and National Natural History Museumn.
He works for design team of Space Research Co., 1td. and teaches at Architecture Graduate School
of Konkuk University
- Consultant for Dongjl Construction Co.Ltd. , Sunjin Design Group Co.Lid. ,
Library and Museum of the Ministry of Culture & Tourism
- Judge for design comipetition of Baekje History Folk Buyeo Museum and
the Ministry of National Defense (construction technology), the Ministry of
Construction & Transportation (technology)

- Member of construction committee of National Museum of Korea
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1. Introduction

Even though a museum possesses lots of materials and its building is beautiful, the museum has no meaning if
it fails to analyse the materials and show the results of analysis through a type of exhibition.

The fact that the function and task of a museum should be educational can be emphasized in many ways. If' a
museum just stays as a place for display of the materials with proud. it misses its own task.

Therefore. the effective exhibition activity is the mainstay of education. culture and enlightenment activities of
the museum. A museum can not demonstrate an educational function if it fails to contact with the public even if
it possesses lots of research activities.

Since this educational activity is established based on the exhibition. a museum without exhibition can not
exist, and it has no meaning of existence without exhibition. The museum of the 21st century is regarded as a
place for experience of the life. history and culture and a place for education through displays of materials.
which emphasizes the function of a museum.

The educational results does not necessarily require any excessive explanatory exhibition. An explanatory
exhibition tends to be a boring and dull exhibition. Therefore the exhibition itselt should have dramatic
elements to attract the attention of the public even though its main purpose is an educational result.

In general. the exhibition of museum is divided into a permanent exhibition and special planning exhibition.
Even though the permanent exhibition exchanges the exhibition from time to time. it displays materials
agreeing with the functions and purposes of the museum all the time. The exhibition itselt is the purpose and
the basic mean of a museum regardless of the type of exhibition.

As described in the basic concept of a museum. the purpose and mean requires policy and technology in terms

of the museum science and museum technology. The information for the exhibition program can be classified

BwZla] o 5
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into the external environment elements and internal elements as follows.
1) External environment elements - Analysis of visitors' behavior
2) Internal elements
°$Basic concept, Data state and data selection for exhibition, Exhibition system(Theme, contents, items.

media, expression guideline), Exhibition area structure, Museograpia, Exhibition environment

2. Research of Museumn Resources

1) Manpower resources

®A Exhibition development: The exhibition should provide the visitors with new knowledge and information,
education and pleasant environment using the exhibition and materials serving for the purpose of the museum.
Therefore it requires the ability to exhibit based on the understanding of the visitors and exhibition.

®E Exhibition program: It develops the materials to be exhibited, the exhibition method and technology to
satisfy with the intellectual, aesthetical and cultural desire systematically and effectively. The exhibition is a
future-oriented work requiring a smooth exchange of exhibition due to the diverse genre. Therefore it requires

the creative development of exhibition for the exhibition facility, exchange and mutual exchange.

- Exhibition of remains and exhibition direction

- Resources for exhibition of other museum

6 « INTERIOR WORLD - Exhibit - Culture Space
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- Exchange exhibition planning with domestic and overseas museums

2) Material resources
The exhibition area is a space where the visitors and exhibition exist together. which is the most important
element of a museum. It consists of a central hall. permanent exhibition area and planning exhibition arca.

which causes the large-sized circulation of visitors.

- Design for floor structure with minimum column for the change and extension of the exhibition area

- Design for an organic integration of architectural area and exhibition area

- Design for exhibition environment including heat environment, light environment and air environment
resulting from the exhibition and visitors

- Design tor air conditioning facility and interior finishing to solve problems of noise. dust. moisture and
temperature resulting from the visitors

- Design for emergency like fire

- Design for disaster prevention facility like burglary

- Interior design for furniture. color, natural and artificial lighting, soundproofing. introduction of nature and
relaxation space for a comfortable inspection

- Design for intelligent building to integrate electricity. machinery. crime prevention. fire prevention and

BrziE o 7
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communication facility for hi-tech exhibition of A/V style

- Structure design for the exhibition with an excessive load like machineries and exchanger

- Design for the natural lighting considering the preservation conditions of exhibition

- Design for circulation with the storage space for a smooth movement of exhibition

3) Intellectual resources

®A Purpose of research of exhibition data

First. it is to understand the object to be exhibited and stored. Since the understanding of the present condition
is very important, the understanding of tendency of materials for years and materials of related institutes gives
the basic information to establish the basic planning of exhibition.

Second, it is to choose remains to be exhibited. As a result the exhibition room can be more concrete and the
researchers can prepare for the constitution of exhibition room and exhibition scenario.

®FE Range of selection of exhibition data

- The whole exhibition currently exhibited in the display room

- Materials available for the exhibition among collections of museum

- Materials exhibited in the special exhibition or overseas exhibition of other museum among cultural assets
possessed by the university museums

- Materials with academic value among materials found and researched by the university museums

- Materials available for the exhibition after preservation arrangement among collections in the museum storage
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3. Intellectual Approach

1) Approach system element

A museum consists of the exhibition materials, visitors and space in large. For the development and
management policies of the museum. these three elements have a close correlation with each other in case of

conversion or change of concepts.

®A Data for collection

The type and method to classify materials is very diverse.
Details

Classification

The classification method of museum is not a common |

classification system due to its diversified range of Childern
Young & middle age

Old age

Classification of

materials. Therefore each museum should set its own Visitors by ages

classification method properly according to its conditions.

The materials of museum consist of spread materials.

Single
storage materials. research materials and reference | isit Tvee ?znall Zroup
materials. Therefore the classification method of o Jmup___
collection and materials conducted by the museum can be Tntellectual Basic level

Middle ilevel
Advanced level

used as a criterion to measure the exhibition style and size Packaround o}
vistors

of space. Since it can be used as a direct related materials
<Table 1>

(Classification of characteristics of visitors

to judge the classification system and size of storage. it
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exerts a big influence on the architecture of museum as a result.

®E Visitors

Although all visitors visit the museum according to their own motive and taste. the attitude of visitors should be

dominated by the exhibition, service facilities, physical space constitution and approach and circulation style in

the museum.

In this aspect, it is very important to understand the characteristics and types of visitors to forecast the space

constitution and system of museum.

The characteristics of visitors are divided into the physical
characteristics and social characteristics in large. The
whole characteristic elements can be classified into age,

visit type and intellectual background.

®E Space

The space of museum is divided into many divisions
according to its functions. For the collection-related space,
the exhibition space and storage space is the most
important space that is physically connected with visitors
and collections. The entrance space and academic space

are included in this division.

Classification

Details

-Guest receptin soace

Entrance e .
-General exhibition information space
-Exhibition space for educiational thame of high-
Exhibition | quality - Exhibition space for interpretation of
theme
-Study collection for open exhibition by
requirements
Storage . L
-Research collection for special research or
collection
Cul -Exhibiton, educational program-related culture i
ulture department - Science and technology-related
Department

culture department

<Table 2> <Classification of collection-related space>
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The collection-related space should consider the variability to adjust the approach style of visitors and
collections in the given conditions. However it is more important to shape a systematical frame reflecting the

characteristics of visitors and collections in the beginning of planning to offer an effective approach.

4. Communication System

1) Concept

The communication is made through mutual relations and its basic character is to change the attitude or
behavior of others by means of 'message’ made of languages or pictures.

Therefore. the communication has a purpose-oriented inclination and such characteristics of inclination can be
divided into the common inclination and special inclination.

The common inclination is established on the understandings of communicators sharing meanings of the
purpose. It regards the original motive of communication by the special inclination as important and its
interests can be realized when the results intended by the communication take place. The 'inclination’ to
transmit something to someone in the common communication activity means that the activity is understood to
the communication partner. A certain communication activity due to a special inclination i.e. interests explains
the reasons and motives of the communication activity.

Such communication activity should stimulate the motive of the communication activity besides the fixed
purpose with the receptor. To transmit the message simply can not be understood as communication but
understood as a <communication activity>. The word of communication can be used only when persons who

participate in the communication succeed in producing <understandings> between communicators within the
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communication ranges. Therefore, the process of communication is understood as a type of social mutual

relations and communication is described as a concept used after mutual relations.

The basic elements of communication are as follows.

°§Cm(Communicator) ; A
person who communicates
something

°§Ma(Message) : Contents to
be communicated
°§Mo(Medium) : A mediator
to communicate the message
°§Rc(Receptor) : A person

who receives the message

5. Exhibition System

1) Theme

The exhibition of museum
should establish the basic

guideline through a theme

Inner Mediation

Communication Stimuls | Receptor Elernent Communication Effect
Element
I, Atntude change
{ ® Topic 1. Communication infinite . ® Opinion change
Contents| @ Appeal element I Attention | @ perception change

@ Arguments

(being persuaded situation)

@ Emotion change
@ Behavior change

2. Communication finite element
@ Content element

) @ Role - Topic element ~Appealelement
Comm @ Intention - Arguments element 2. Understanding
umicator| @Affiliaction - Style element
@ Communicator element
@ Medium element
@ Environment element
Directvs.indirect .
3 . ® Directvs.indirec 3. Reception
Medium|@ Sense type
4 Enviro{(® Social situation |(]) Direct vs. indirect
nment |Q Extrastimulus | Sense type

based on the analysis of exhibition

<Table 3> <Communication system>
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