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Lidai minggong hua pu

Manual of Paintings by
Famous Masters of Successive
Periods

Ming dynasty(1368-1644}. Wanii period(1573-1619)Compiled by Gu Bing
([1.1594-1603): proofread and cdited by Xu Shuhui: engraved by Liu
Guangxin TuiinCllangzhoul, Zhejlang provinee: Shuanguui tang. 1603
White folding margin at center of folio: single—linc borders: overall dimensions
of volumes: 334 x22.7cm: Dlock sizes ol lextapprox.27.1 = 19.2cnnblock
sizes of [Hustrations irregqulars stitched hinding

This book.popularly known as the Gu shi hua pu(Master Gu's Manual of Painting).is a collection
of painting compositions by famous artists of successive dynastics copicd by Gu Bing.Gu's family
was from the area around the West Lake ncar 1lang shou.and e trained as an artist under Zhou
Zhimian(act.ca.1580-1610).2 master of bird—and-flower painting in the Ming period.Gu Bing served
briefly at the imperial court beginning in {599.

The Lidai minggong hua pu was first published in Ilangzhiou by the “Shanggui tang " (Double
Cassia Hallimost probably Gu Bing's own publishing concernjin 1603.and subscquently reprinted in
1613 and perhaps also in 1619.11 was conceptually modeled after illustrated compendia such as the
Xuanhe Bogu tu(lllustrations of Antiquities ol the Xuanhe Reign Period)by Wang Fu(1079-1126).a
pictorial catalogue of ancient bronzes and other antiquities n the Northern Song palace collection;
{he Tuhui baojian(Precicus Mirror for Drawing and Painting)ef 1365 hy Xia Wenyan(actimid
fourtectith century)sand the Tuhui baojian xu bian(Supplement to the Precious Mirror for Drawing
and Painting)of 1519 by Han Anglact.carly sixteenth century)or a selection of artists(and the lexis
of their biographies)through the mid fourtcenth century.

Gu Bing's manual is in fact an illustrated history of Chinesc painting narratcd through the
works of 106 artists.each of whom is represented by a single seloetion engraved on woodblocks by
Liu Guangxin from Anhui.The first volume contains cighteen artists {rom the Jin dynasty(317-420)
through the Five Dynasties period(907-960),while the second volume features thirty-one painters of
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the Song dynasty(960-1279).Fifteen masters of the Yuan dynasty(1279-1368)and sixteen from the
earlier part of the Ming dynasty(1368—1644)give a total of thirty—one artists for the third volume.
Finally.twenty—six painters of the middle and later Ming(1368-1644)complete the compendium.Only

one woman painter is included:Guan Daosheng{1262-1319),wife of the Yuan scholar—official Zhao

Mengfu(1254-1322).The subjects covered are broad in scope, and include landscapes(fifty—one examples),

bird and flower paintings(thirty-eight),as well as figural compositions(seventeen).As a rule,pictures

appear on the recto of folios while accompanying inscriptions(brief biographies and background
information on the artists in the form of colophons)are placed on the verse.The various scales and
formats found in Chinese painting are standardized to fit within the uniform rectangular dimensions
of the woodblocks.In two exceptional instances,however,the illustrations of a horizontal scroll

composition of narcissus by the Southern Song artist Zhao Mengjian(1199~1264 or 1267)and a
landscape by the Yuan painter Ni Zan(1301-1374)continue across the folded edge onto part of the
reverse side of the folio.

The Lidai minggong hua pu represents the first fully illustrated art—historical compendium in
China.lt contains a number of misattributed works among the pre-Yuan selections,but the Yuan and
Ming compositions by and large convey the main stylistic characteristics of the original paintings or
those works which purported to be authentic.Gu Bing's pictorial manual appealed to professional as
well as amateur artists as a handy reference of painting styles and compositions from many centuries
and became so popular that it spawned a number of similar compendia during the late Ming period.
It continues to be reprinted in the late twentieth century,attesting to its usefulness for those
beginning the art of Chinese painting.The original edition of Gu Bing’s work has become extremely
scarce;the National Library of China has the distinction of possessing two copies,along with one copy
of the second edition.

The first illustration here shows the cover page{fengmian ve) of the manual giving the fomal title
and publishing house as well as the beginning of the first preface. This is followed by another
double—spread;on the right side are the inscription and seals of the late Ming official Xiao Yunju
complementing the preceding figure painting by the Northern Song Emperor Renzong(1010-1063;r.
1023~1063),and on the left is a woodblock rendition of a composition with a melon grasses,autumn
vines,and two crickets attributed to Emperor Gaozong(1107-1187;r.1127-1162)0f the Southern Song.
The artistic Gaozong was the founding ruler of the Southern song dynasty(1127-127%)and aiso a
notahle calligrapher.
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