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Part I Writing Sentences

Sentences are the basic units of an essay. Correct and effective
sentences contribute a lot to a good essay. If we want to write well,
we should learn to write correct and good sentences first of all. A
correct sentence should 1) be complete in structure; 2) start with a
capital letter and end with a full stop, or a question mark, or an ex-
clamation mark; and 3) express a single complete idea. At the same
time, we have to make the sentences effective in order to express the
ideas very clearly or forcefully. Effective sentences should have some
or all of the following qualities: unity, coherence, conciseness, em-
phasis, and variety. In this section, we will talk about how to make

correct and effective sentences.

AFRXBEFHRIBY . —RICERER, ERIEE
ERRFATFRIRE. BRGHEL BEAREERE HEREH
AT, —BRUOR, REERN TGN TE , AR EgRE
—AREBRER. ATAREREANS, EEFAE S, ARME
BEENEE, ENDTF-REXREREERAT T WEE
B ATNERAFEASHER TEA D7 RN

GIER:ES2 3 EC P

1. Sentence fragments

A fragment is a grammatically incomplete sentence. A complete
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sentence must have a grammatical subject and a complete predicate.
The following sentences are sentence fragments:

1) The one in the corner.

2) Have lost my key.

3) Runs like the wind.

AT HBRBEEGEHATBNA T — KA TF LM
BEE - EEMTEMNHERD. FEOHTFRE &8 F
B, fEOED, TR, BESES, IEREFREAFE
BRI, BRIV —TF X Ef FRERZAL:FE—-10F
B—N R, SRR A, A e R iEE T AR —
SEHRMIMF T, 10 The one in the comer is my sister. 2B _HI1%E
EARTFEE TR, RAREERS, B FE, TUBN I
have lost my key. # Tom runs like the wind. £\ L4387 8] AFE
W, — RN TUHIES ZEMEE. RTRBAPLATF
hn BRI EIEFEES, T E X R E S ER R

+ Dependent clauses cannot stand alone as a sentence

A dependent clause has a subject and a predicate, but it depends
on another statement to complete the thought. It must be linked to a
main clause with a subordinating conjunction (such as because, al-
though, or if) or a relative pronoun (such as which, who, or
that), therefore, if you begin a clause with a subordinating con-
junction or relative pronoun and then end it with a period or semi-
colon before connecting it to a main clause, you have produced a
fragment, not a sentence.

The following examples are actually {fragments:

1) Because we had no choice.

2) Whichever film you prefer.

3) If you have to drive on rocks and mud. You need a heavy — du-



ty tire.

4) After Tom learned the price of new cars. He decided to
keep his old Ford.

For such ones, we may attach the dependent clause to a state-

ment that makes sense standing alone or eliminate the connective and

rephrase the phrase.

M WA A B K EIEEFEE, HR TS HH MR E M
XERASEN I FWEAESREB LM, UL, b
FARM S NIRRT R B IR — T _LE T4 H 86
T — AT R %1 because 5B IEERIE WG], 52 R EH
G, A ANEHNEES B R, BERAHEE R, FHX
R A FRARTHE, RIS EME—F4, 84 Because
we had no choice, we gave up. XHME, ERBBHERET, £
Rl % A S R BB RE A, AT LAKCA You
may watch whichever film you prefer. 58 =~ #) M A J5 i {f
RTANS , ENEBR T — BT, TN BRI R
BB U S S BCHES B2 5 mME, B If
you have to drive on rocks and mud, you need a heavy — duty tire,
B EFS5E =M, tHA] ISR S5, B R After Tom
learned the price of new cars, he decided to keep his old Ford. X ##
TR AR R E R, BRI ALK FE5 W, I Tom learned the

price of new cars and decided to keep his old Ford.

* A verbal or prepositional phrase should not be used as a

sentence
Phrases are similar to clauses except that they lack full verbs.
Phrases can be used as modifiers, subjects, objects, or complements — but
never as sentences. Make sure that all of your phrases are connected to

main clauses.
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The following are all fragments:

1) To prevent powerful foreign corporations from gaining too
much influence. Some African governments insisted on owning 51
percent of key national industries.

2) | spent almost an hour on the phone this morning. Trying to
find a taxi.

3) The travelers plodded along the trail all day. Without a
rest. Without stopping to eat what food they had.

4) The young boy looked forward to the weekend. It being the
only time he could stay unbothered and dream about his future.

For such sentences, we may revise it by working the verbal or the
prepositional phrase into the main clause or by restating the phrase to turn
it into an independent clause with subject and predicate.

RAVEMT—TF LEAHHB T, B—NHFPrshiare
REEEHFH T A5, RATAT R SBONES , E3hid A E R
SHE AR T 2R B §IARIE, B To prevent powerful foreign corpo-
rations from gaining too much influence, some African governments ir-
sisted on owing 51 peroent of key national industries. 28 /M5 K453
S, BT AT MR A S EORE 5 RS E R A 2 RRE,
BP T spent almost an hour on the phone this moming, trying to find a
taxi. B=ABF AR EM R, RO R ek
B HARE , Bl Without a stop to rest or to eat what food they had,
the travelers plodded along the trail all day. Or the travelers plodded along
the trail all day without a stop to rest or to eat what food they had. 25/
AT R ST ERREEH , BRATAT LR BT =N F AR IE B 2R h ) F
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BRRIE , 1 0] LA FE 43 18] 36 43 78 A 57 98] F, B) The young boy
looked forward to the weekend. It was the only time he could stay un-
bothered and dream about his future.

HEEEMS RS, BIR BB 44 F B (sentence fragments)
BB (B A BHEETR A 7T RAGE FR B0k 14 B FP AR R B3R,
AR BB SR RS, RREFIE R . AFBRRE
FER R T B R RUR R A B

Exercises
Correct the fragments in the following sentences.

1. Then she went on nervously with her work. Knitting.

2. A dense forest humming with sounds of insects and teeming
with animal life.

3. He talked for fifty minutes without taking his eyes off his
notes. Apparently not noticing that half the class was asleep.

4. Charlie can always make you smile. When you are sad.

5. Just a lazy weekend vacation. No work. No worries.

That’s what he promised me.

Extended Exercises

Evaluate the following sentences. Mark C if the sentences in the
group are all complete and F if any of the sentences in the group is
a fragment and then correct them.

1. Then I attended Morris Junior High. A junior high that
was a bad experience.

____ 2. The scene was filled with beauty. Such as the sun sending
its brilliant rays to the earth and the leaves of various shades of red,
yellow, and brown moving slowly in the wind.

—_ 3. He talked for fifty minutes without taking his eyes off his
notes. Like other teachers in that department, he did not encourage



students’ questions.

4. Within each group, a wide range of features to choose
from. It was difficult to distinguish between them.

5. A few of the less serious fellows would go into a bar for a
steak dinner and a few glasses of beer. After this meal, they were
ready for anything.

__ 6. It can be really embarrassing to be so emotional. Especially
when you are on your first date, you feel that you should be in con-
trol.

7. The magazine has a reputation for a sophisticated, presti-
gious, and elite group of readers. Although that is a value judgment
and in circumstances not a true premise.

____ 8. In the seventh grade every young boy goes out for football.
To prove to himself and his parents that he is a man.

9. She opened the door and let us into her home. Not realizing
at the time that we would never enter that door in her home again.
___10. As Christmas grows near, I find myself looking back into
my childhood days at fun - filled times of snowball fights. To think
about this makes me happy.

____11. Making up his mind quickly. Jim ordered two dozen red
roses for his wife. Hoping she would accept his apology.

___12. They were all having a good time. Until one of Joe’s old-
est and best friends had a little too much to drink.

___13. Although it only attained a speed of about twelve miles an
hour. My old rowboat with its three — horsepower motor seemed
like a high — speed job to me.

____14. With my brother standing by my side, I reached for the
pot handle. Tilting the pot way too much caused the boiling water
to spill.

____15. The small, one — story houses are all the same size and



style. With no difference except the color.

These paragraphs need proofreading for possible fragments. Find
out the problems and revise them.

1. How can a person find patriotism in a local night club?
Well, it did not take me too long. About four weeks ago in a little
night club in Louisville, Kentucky, a couple of my friends, Rick
and Lon, the duo who were providing the entertainment that night
for the club.

2. For the past twenty years, the Survey Research Center at
the University of Michigan has been measuring the level of Ameri-
cans’ trust and confidence in their politicians and quasi — political
trust and confidence in their political institutions and their leaders.
“Political” being all levels of government, and “quasi — political”
churches, labor unions, large professional /business associations, ed-
ucational institutions, and the like. The result is that a very sharp
decline has taken place every year since 1964.

3. For 200 years Americans believed in better jobs, better
homes, a better life for one’ s children. This confidence no longer
exists. Polls now indicate that fewer Americans who feel they are
better off today than they were five years ago. A public — opinion
analysis group has found that large numbers of Americans, at some
times and in some places, see themselves as lower on the ladder.
Adding worse living conditions and anticipation of further decline
over the next five years.

4. Well, in looking at the picture at the left you see an old la-
dy. She has a very funny look on her face. As if she’s lonely and
just wants to be left alone. She also looks as if she has seen a lot and
experienced lots of things.

5. A president is an appointed leader. Someone who is a deci-



8

sion — maker in the executive branch of our government. This
doesn’ t necessarily mean that the person the people elect is capable.
Just hopefully assumes. Assumes through his past record as a politi-

cian, over the years’ buildup of experience and handling situations.

2. Run - on Sentences

Run — on sentences refer to two or more complete thoughts that
are put together without proper punctuations. When a sentence goes
without any punctuation at all, it is called a fused sentence. When &
comma is placed between two complete thoughts, it makes a comma —

splice.

FIEAFURRE BAEFEARAFHIBEPEERRAF
s, LHRESHEA, T ENEAF T EBRE RS
Rl FAr RS A 2R

1) Human nature is seldom as simple as it appears hasty judg-
ments are therefore often wrong.

2) Human nature is seldom as simple as it appears, hasty
judgments are therefore often wrong.

XA F & R AN EANFARBERIBARE,
B LB RGP 2 BAEIR M . BAREIE B SOHE , HAT R R
HMERMNHEHAE, F—NOFREMEAGEAFS, LT
fused sentence H@%ﬁ;%:/\@]?mﬁﬁﬁﬁ TiES, 7N &M
SERASHM B RATES, Bttt comma - splice H5 R0

EREFABIEIE O IE PR LERZ K, XEE K OERAR
B B bR A SR, AES S AR R RS R ERE
BEE, EAMUEREMNTFZRKNEEXR MAN TEREZHEE
NEENEEESRHREREXEE, YRIMABFANFLE



WA, B H R A 0T A

* Separate independent clauses with a period i

KRN ITERRFERA— NSRRI IRENAFEX
SRS A F o IXRE, B3O BB R AT LA B A ) S
BB E I

1) Human nature is seldom as simple as it appears.

2) Hasty judgments are therefore often wrong.

XA RS EABERNLED SRR AR
i A B, T H 3EE A F LKA 3, B AR A TS SR
B, R BRES SR TEE f— MERDTFHRZ N, B
B REEFRAT B T AR, A AR S0 I KA
ik o '

* Separate clauses with a comma and a coordinating conjunc-
tion

JHESXRARFANEXARK A T35, 55 1E B comma —
splice IS5 IR, T REA1E 5 1 J5 | i L 38 24 19 7% 18], 8 7T DL
IR T . HAFRIE RIS RS TIHFIR RN, AT
LU F—ANE S F I E— MR REF (B and, but,
nor, yet %), R

1) An eagle once flew past our house. | only got a brief
glimpse of it.

2) An eagle once flew past our house, but | only got a brief

glimpse of it.

LEBHIFP,F AR CERRERE, RAERE—R", W
& 2 [0 Hi 5 i R A AR, TR B SRS T AT, SR %
BB PIREER RIS 8 I ik, S R R )
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oL —R, ME E TRZARIKR. BERRE A5
AP BT FEES , I %15 but, BRREMEFH— KR BH1E
AR SERE— AN REHET

* Separate independent clauses with a semicolon
MEERRNPRSWE AL THIRRN BT A L&
PE W FE S EREI M I, RITETLME ARG 5. BHEY—
KA AT G PR 4 Z (8] 248 6 R 5, B R B AH % it
18, 535 W (3 Fi SEREVE IO HERR 0 T DARIE . Bl
Desktop computers usually have bigger screens than laptops
do; laptops are easier to carry around.

AR AR L B A A B T A L R, P B
FRIFF, R X L RRE X R, BT AR5 6 & B v
HIKBEPIE Z IR R

* Put the less important thought in a subordinate clause

PFB A B M AE subordination, BR T 18 XM R AP S
Sh, BATEAT LA B E N TR RAR AT, HiEPA
W2 FER &L R B EH, B M & % 17 while, although, be-
cause Fl if &, B H —#636 R8I which, that, who %, XS ia#En]
DUk FRAIFZEPAHE R R £— KA, RATTES
X FR A NS, R EENNAERE S, TERER
RN, WS EMNE 4], AT BE# % T run — on sen-
tence iR B, XEEFR A ASERAREE, B AR AEZE
HBEXE R, Hln.

1) The new keyboards put the most frequently typed charac-
ters within easy reach they are widely used in business fields.

2) Because the new keyboards put the most frequently typed
characters within easy reach, they are widely used in business



