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The Transform of Thought——study on the
Process of Beginning of Neo ~ Cofucianism

(Abstract)

The Neo - Confucianism of Song and Ming Dynasties, another
height in the development of the Chinese Philosophy after pre — Qin
period, is an important component of the chinese traditional culture,
and marks a new phase of the theoretical thought of the Chinese na-
tion. This book mainly research the beginning of the Neo — Confu-
cianism.

The book consists of three parts. The first part is an introduc-
tion. The introduction makes an approach to the concept of Neo —
Confucianism , then, with the point of view of ideological trend , it
points out that there are some shortcomings in the research of early
Neo — Confucianism.

The second part is a comprehensive research, it falls into three
chapters: | . The necessity and way of renewing Confucianism . It re-
counts the fate of Confucianism after the Han Dynasty and the chal-
lenges of Buddhism and Taoism, expounds and proves the necessity
and possibility of ideological integration. Il . The cultural changes
arouses by the renewal of Confucianism . It researches the new orienta-

tion of Confucian classics’ stud , the movement to increase the im-
y
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The Transform of Thought

portance of Mencius, and the movement to criticize and repel the
Buddhism and Taoism during the Tang and Northem Song Dynasties.
. On the ideological trend of Neo - Confucianism during the
Northern Song Dynasty . It discusses the process, periods and basic
characteristics of the ideological trend of Neo — Confucianism in the
Northern Song Dynasty .

The third part is a series monographic study, it falls into five
chapters. It studies five representative figures of the beginning period
of Neo — Confucianism, Fan Zhong — yan, Ou — yang Xiou, Hu
Yuan, Sun Fu and Shi Jie. All of them, who were seldom or never
discussed before, played some important roles in promotion of Neo —
Confucianism taking place. The author dig out and study at them with
great care, and make creative analysis and discussion, filling in many
gaps in the study of the early Neo — Confucianism, revealling the
trace of evolution of the beginning of Neo — confucianism, and reap-

pearing the style and features of the zeitgeist.
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