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CHINESE 400 published by Higher Education Press is designed for
the program “Teaching Chinese” broadcast to the whole world through
the international channel of CCTV. It consists of 2 textbooks and 3
tapes.
The background of the 2 textbooks is mainly in China where 2 foreign
students Mary and Brown come to live and study for a period of time.
400 Chinese sentences in daily use are arranged in 80 lessons with
more than 100 typical and interesting situations for communication.
In the different parts of every lesson, each Chinese character has its
phonetic annotation on top, and all the Chinese explanations are
translated into English.
A beginner will be able to speak Chinese in a short time by using
CHINESE 400.
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Preface

CHINESE 400 is an intensive study material especially designed
for foreigners who have just started to learn Chinese.

The material is divided into two books. The first consists of
lessons 1 to 40, and the second from 41 to 80. Each lesson
contains five units: sentences, text, substitution drills, new
words, and phonetics or grammar. In Lessons 1—22, five Chinese
sentences are introduced in each lesson, and from Lesson 24
onwards, six sentences are introduced. The texts are all based on
everyday conversation. Ten of the lessons are review lessons,
covering phrases, conversations, and short passages and introducing
new words. Together, the two books introduce a vocabulary of one
thousand Chinese characters.

The main purpose of CHINESE 400 is to help beginners to
improve their communication skills in everyday Chinese; therefore,
a diversified approach is used, combining communicative and
functional methods with grammatical and structural methods. The
four hundred sentences introduced in the material are taken from
present-day Chinese and have been chosen on the basis of frequency
of use, basic needs, and colloquialism. The sentences are presented
in the context of typical situations in daily life, helping the learner
advance systematically from the easy to the difficult. CHINESE
400 is designed to allow the learner to understand the material,
acquire a good command of it, and engage in simple Chinese
conversation in a relatively short time. CHINESE 400 will also lay
a solid foundation for the advanced study of the Chinese language.

To help the learner understand more easily and more
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Preface

thoroughly, the explanatory notes and grammar are presented in
simple language. In each review lesson the phrases, conversations,
and paSsages are presented in a step-by-step way, enabling the
learner to gain new knowledge by reviewing the old.

For the benefit of English speaking learners, an English
translation is provided for the words, sentences, texts, grammar,
and explanatory notes.

We are now at the threshold of the 21st century. With the
rapid modernization of China, more and more people throughout
the world are going to learn the Chinese language. To meet the
growing demand for Chinese study materials, new approaches and
methods need to be explored. Emphasis should be given to the
research and use of electronic audio -visual aids, including the latest
techniques in multi-media, in teaching Chinese as a second
language.

Paving the way for audio-visual aids in teaching Chinese, the
Chinese CCTV television network has filmed CHINESE 400 and
broadcast it all over the world. It is hoped that this television series
will benefit those who aspire to learn Chinese. CHINESE 400 is
one of the few series to teach the language through living situations
and make the usually boring process of learning lively and
interesting. The CHINESE 400 series combines science, everyday
knowledge, and human interest into one integrated unit. We are
confident that the television series and the CHINESE 400 book
with tapes will win the hearts of all learners of the Chinese
language, both at home and abroad.

The Compilers
Beijing, January 1998
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