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e Unit One

Unit One

1 .Keeping up with the Joneses

Behind the phrase, “keeping up with the Joneses”, lies a human story
that is found, in one form or another' , in every country of the world.

It is the story of someone who tries 1o look as rich and successiul as his
neighbors.

The expression” was first used in 1913 by a young American named Arthur
Monad. He told this story about himself: he began eaming $ 125 a week at
the age of 23. That was a lot of money in those days. Young Monad was very
proud of his rnches. He got married and moved with his wife to a very wealthy
neighborhood on Long lsland, outside New York City.

But just moving there was not enough. For when Monad and his wile saw
that their neighbors belonged to® a country club they loo joined a country club.
And when he saw that rich people were expected 1o ride horses, Monad rided
horses every day. Monad and his wife also hired servant and gave very grand
parties for their new neighbors,

It was like a race, but one could never finish this race because one was
always trying 10 keep up'. Monad and his wife could not do that.

The race ended for them when they could no longer pay for their new way
of life. They left their wealthy neighborhood and move back to an inexpensive
New York City apartment.

Nevertheless, he was able to see the funny side of it. He looked around
him and noticed that many people do things just 10 keep up with their
neighbors .

« 1 -
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He decided that this would make a good comic series’® for newspapers. So
in 1913 he started writing one that appeared in many papers cross the country,
He called it “Keeping up with the Joneses”, because” Jones™ is a very comymon
name in the United States. “Keeping up with the Joneses” came 1o mean
keeping up® with the people around you. Monad’ s comic series appeared in
different newspapers for over 28 years.

Every city has an area where people want to live because others will think
better of them if they do. Park Avenue in New York, Knob Hill in San
Francisco, and Ritten House Square in Philadelphia are three such areas.
There are similar places and”Joneses™ in every city of the world. But one must
get tired of trying to keep up with the Joneses, because no matter what one

does, Mr. Jones always seems to be ahead’ .

Notes

. in one form or anther 2L X FpalBE A7 2,
. expression n. #&jX,iA4) )
. belong to J& T, BEHA(—1-Hi8E)
. keep up PR+, B L
. comic series 5 5| R 5B
. mean doing &8k 1T

mean to do FTEMAFE
7. But one must get tired of trying to keep up with the Joneses, because no
malter whal one does, Mr. Jones always seems to be ahead. {R&—T A
2L BT B, R AR A, B e SR ERIIBT T
get tired of [RfE T
no matter what(how, where, when)ilﬁ(ﬁ_/r‘.%)ﬂQ\(E#J"”@.,‘W
i)
keep up with the Joneses B ZLMB ARG F AR GER A COHHEE
. mBE S WA ERASE.
.2 .
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seem to fULF-, 814

Comprehension Exercise:

1. According to the passage, “Keeping up with the Joneses" s a(n)
story .
A. common B. unusual C. strange D. misunderstand

2. “Joneses” in the passage relers to

A. the people around you
B. the brother of Jones
C. the author of this passage
D. a couple of Joneses
3. Which of following statements is true according to the passage?
A. It is very easy 1o keep up with Joneses.
B. It is very hard to keep up with Joneses.
C. Tt is very interesting to keep up with Joneses.
D. It is boring 1o keep up with Joneses,
4. The reason why Mr. Monad made comic series for newspaper is
A. he wanted to make money
B. he wanted to be famous
C. he hated the Joneses
D. he hoped to wam people
5. The main idea of the passage is .
A. if you work hard, you can get what you want
B. do something you can do, don’t admire others
C. you must be equal to your neighbors
D. your life is arranged by others
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2. Advice on Doing Business with the Arabs

Business between the Middle East' and the West has grown greatly in the
wenty vears. Cullural differences somelimes cause problems in carrying out
business transactions” . This article gives suggestions to Western businessmen
and salesmen who do business in the Arab world. It will help them understand
polite customs in the Middle East.

1. Arabs consider it extremely bad manners 1o stat talking business
immediately. Even the busiest government official always takes extra time 1o be
polite and offer refreshments’. No matter busy* you are, you should make time
for this hospitality

2. The “conference visit" is a way of doing business throughout the Arab
world. Frequently, you will have to discuss your business in the presence of
strangers, who may or may not have anything to do with your business. Do not
be surprised if your meeting is interrupted several times by people who come
into the room, whisper, or speak softly to the person with whom you are
lalking, and leave. And as though you do not hear, never show displcﬂsuni al
being interrupted .

3. Making decisions quickly is not an Arab custom. There is a vagueness®
in doing business in the Middle East which will puzzle a newcomer. Give
vourself lots of time and ask lots of questions.

4. Patience is an imporlant quality. You may have to wait two or three
days to see high-level govemment officials as they are very busy. Cive yourself
enough time.

5.Personal relationships are very important. They are the key’ to doing
business in Arab countries. Try 1o identify the deeision-maker® regarding your
product or service immediately and get to know him on a [rendly basis. Do
your homework . Be prepared to discuss details of your product or proposal . Be

-4 .
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ready to answer technical questions,

6. Familiarize yourself with the Moslem and national holidays. Avoid a
visit during Ramadan, the Moslem month of fasting. Most Arab countries have
a six-day workweek from Saturday through Thursday. When matched with the
Monday to Friday practice in most Western countries, it leaves only three and
hall workdays shared. Remember this in planning your appoinunents. Moslems
do not eat pork. Some are strict about the religion’s prohibition against
alcoholic beverages. If you are nol sure, wait for your host o suggest the
proper thing to drink.

7. When an Arab says yes, he may mean “maybe”. When he says
“maybe”, he probably means “no”. You will seldom get a direct “no” from an
Arab because it is considered wrpolite. Also, he does not want to close his
options. Instead of “no”, he will say “inshallah”, which means, “if God is
willing” . On the other hand, “yes” does nol necessarily mean “ves”. A smile
and a slow nod might seem like an agreement, but in fact, your host is being
polite. An Arab considers it impolite to disagree with a guest.

Notes

-Middle East H' A #20C, #EPIRA B (S DI = &
.transaction n. 338, 4b Y
carry out iﬁﬁ.&ﬁ
refreshment n. K8, (HEHT) IR
.no matter (how) + adj. TIEE 4
.in the presence of £ 5 AR
vagueness n. A1, RO, TEAS
key n. BRG, KH
adi . XHH, B
8. decision-maker IR ERI A n. + n. = n., e.g. trouble-maker FFAF il
T4 , peace-lover R F-B T &

(%]
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Comprehension Exercise:

1. The main purpose of this article is to explain
A. why you need extra time when vou visit Arab countries
B. how e be polite when doing business in Arab world
C. why Arab officials are so busy
D. how Arab do business with other country

(]

If your meeting is interrupted several times by people, you should

A show your anger
B. speak out your displeasure
C. say nothing and wail
D. leave at once

3. In paragraph 5 “give yourself enough time” refersto
A. having patience B. being a busy official
C. being important D. being polite

4. The author of this article has probably _
A. never met any Arabs
B. worked in the Arab world
C. had bad experiences in the Arab world
D. was an Arab

5. The passage implys that
A. it is difficult to do business with Arab

B. understanding cultural differences is very imporiant

C. Amb countries have a lot of customs

D. you needn’t understand the Arab customs if you don’t do business with
them
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3 .Indian

About 485 years ‘ago, a man stood along on the coast of Spain. He
Jooked toward the west and said to himself, “The earth cannot be flat. If 1 sail
westward, sooner or later, T shall hit land, India perhaps and the queen will
have a new and shorter route 1o the riches of that country.”

Christopher Columbus told his idea to Queen Isabella of Spain. She gave
him men and three ships. And Columbus seiled westward for many weeks,
through rough seas.

At last, he saw land: a group of island now called the West I[ndias.
Columbus was sure it was India, and he called the natives “Indos™' .

Stories of what Columbus found quickly spread across Europe. Tlis wond
“Indos”, became “Indians” to the English. And all the natives of the West
Indias and Central America became known as “Indians” .

Christopher Columbus made four trips to the New World. Yet, he died in
Spain without knowing where he had been. He died believing he had sailed to
India’.

It was soon leamed that Columbus had made a mistake. But the word
“Indian” was well established in Europe.

The first settler who arrived in North Carolina and Virginia' in the early
1600 s called the natives Indians. This name spread north as the colonies of
Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania and New English were settled” .

Today the word is used to describe the descendants of the first peoples of
North and South America. In the far north they are called Eskimos. And in the
far south there are the Palagenians and the Fuegians.

Students and scholars have long known that the American Indians were not
really Indians at all. And one scholar gave the people a name that he believe
would be better —Amerind®. He made up this name by joining American and

- '? .
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Indian. This word is often used today by other scholars, but the general public
has heard little of it.

Word experts say the name Indian may be wrong but we are stuck with it,
It is oo late to change it to Amerind. Most people would not accept the
change. Besides, how could a movie of the old west be exciting if it concerned

cowboys and Amerinds, instead of cowboys and Indians?

Notes

1. Indos n. TFHEEEA

2. He died believing he had sailed to India. R B|IFEHFA N H A ERATA T
E[IRE,

3. North Carolina Jb % 34, & H i — M
Virginia 3875 W, ZE—4M

4. The name spread north as the colonies of Maryland, New York,
Pennsylvania and New English were settled. ¥ 3 H. 2% M%) T2 4 3% ¢
T ROV SRS >4 35 20 0 1 3 B e ST A, XA 4 AR A s b iR

5. Amerind n. EEIA

Comprehension Exercise

1. Who stoed along on the coast of Spain about 485 years ago?

A. Queen lsabella. B. Chnstopher Columbus.
C. The Indians. D. The Amerind.

2. Christopher Columbus called the natives of the West Indias __
A. Indians B. Amerinds C. Indes D. Eskimos

3. Which of the following statemenis is true according to the passage?
A. It was difficullly learned that Columbus had made a mistake .
B. It was easily leamed that Columbus had made a mistake.
.8 -
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C. It was soon leamed that Columbus had made a mistake.
D. Columbus was right at that time.

4. Swdents and scholars have long known that
A. American Indians were exactly Indians
B. Amencan Indians were not really Indians at all
C. American Indians were the first settlers
D. European were the first settlers

5. The world * Amerind” was made up by
A. one scholar
B. the general public
C. students and scholars

D. Spain



