IgB e mizsz sy

Today’s Most Popular Study Guides

Smarter  Berrer FAsTeR

SparkNotes LLC #21R
REREFRERAT  HBR



S ENERETIE
Today’s Most Popular Stu dy G d

.\\\\\\N\\\\\\ﬁ\l\\l\‘\\\;\ﬁ\\!\\l\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

SparkN sLLC
FERNEBELRAT m

wdls



BBAEMMRE (CIP) MR

Y E /(B RIR T (Golding, W. ) ; FARKIF — K. KIBRHEBIFH AR ],
2003.9

(MRBEENEZESE)

F5 2 )7 3L : Lord of the Flies

ISBN 7-5433-1650-1

1.8 1.0OX: @ I.%EiE- X Bikdy, /M- 3 V. H319.4:1
v ] R4S B 548 CIP B4 7 (2003 ) 85 032590 &

Copyright (© 2002 by SparkNotes LLC

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatso-
ever without the written permission of the Publisher.
EEREFRICS  AF:02-2003-9

RHEENEZESE BT

TODAY’S MOST POPULAR STUDY GUIDES

WM Bk W

EARRE: KRE

H A& KBRS EENRA R (R IF K F388 244 5 1% 300192)
1% 022-24314802

: 022-24310345

; tstthc @ public. tpt. tj.cn

s+ Leefung-Asco Printers Holdings Limited

: EHENE

: 850mm x 1168mm 1/32  Ej ¥:4.875 £ M 114.8FF

1 2003 F 9 HER 1 RR Bl XK. 2003 4F 9 A% 1 KEDRI

: ISBN 7-5433-1650-1/H° 50

: 7.00 7T

HEFURDS D G @
SHNNNBE

AR H - AR 5%
AR, oA 50 RV, T 5 R MR



kS

EEWikE, EXANSATIHERL, BPiiR, 4
HXF, "RELEACATHRAAEANRELBIR?

HhF LXAB & MFERRITEEGSHEELR,
RABFEANKLENEEXFFEIRETE, HE R
LEFIEK, ENALREFRITHIGHLFAHEM, A
Bf T 64 A Ao, i8 6918 5 T F AR, B— AR O EH 041
Hx, ANaott, MM, BEHE, E2I\IHEL, #
S, FEMAMXGEEM, BHEGSIHM, Mk
JomEy, BEER, ARBETNELED,

BB TS G AT L EASZ LN TH, £
Tikig« @, RARFTEEFFGLHTH, FIHLHBHLT
MANMB—F TRAALAER. BEHR. IWNRE
RAgHy “FRWMik—KLH" HBERARE, HEEAR
BB A MR E SR, A eIE TR PRER G RE
KE, FEXFRE, HmBE

X B AHL 0 R ) M bk amik T SORB 2 440, B
ESMHER TR RREIHIR. 0B 3T H ¥R
I, RESEFEFRME. JRBUABRKRSREFELF
HATEE, MoEAHIR, BIf. FT RS nEH
IRHBI IS FAL, HEIAE. HOHERY bl E WiE
AEFE, MREGTRBEL, AL PR B KT 2
B®, BEL R EL,

BE AR, BARATT!



BHRERREEEREX (50 8)

Today's Most Popular Study Guides

%l - BV HKIC (The Adventures of Tom Sawyer)

MR GUF) o 35780 (The Adventures of Huckelberry Finn)
PR E (ALl Quiet on the Western Front )

MR« BekF 5 BEE T (Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone)
%M (The Awakening)

#JL (Beloved)

BUEHARE (The Bluest Eye)
FEWFHF  (Brave New World)
EF¥EMIIEME  (The Call of the Wild)
FHFHEEZ (The Catcher in the Rye)

Bt —%&FEM (Catch-22 )

PR (The Crucible)

HE A2 (Death of a Salesman)
K 451 B (Fahrenheit 451)

KB T, 8 (A Farewell to Arms)

I HE WA (Frankenstein)

PR MM % (The Grapes of Wrath)
TAREMFKL (The Great Gatsby)
M (Gone with the Wind)
EESHPLr (Heart of Darkness)

J~% (Hiroshima)

+4F (Native Son)
B A (Invisible Man)

fii & (Jane Eyre)
¥4 (The Joy Luck Club)



2B (The Pearl)

#E¥ (The Jungle)

ZEHIJ)L (Oliver Twist)

#8F (Lord of the Flies)

—AMNEFEEARFWES (A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man)

BIRIMNRAIC  (Robinson Crusoe)

Ff% (Moby-Dick)

WS P (The Sound and the Fury)
&4  (Tess of the d Urbervilles)
AER  (Of Mice and Men)

ZAN5# (The 01d Man and the Sea)
&8 (Treasure Island)

HB 5 MR (Pride and Prejudice)
AERBME (The Red Badge of Courage)
AFMKIBFE (The Sun also Rises)

—MABHMFE (A Separate Peace)

2I¥ (The Scarlet Letter)

il (A Tale of Two Cities)

KESHE (A Streetcar Named Desire)

A ERES 8% %  (Their Eyes were Watching God)

FL#% (Things Fall Apart)
AFE—~HRMMEY  (To Kill a Mockingbird)
GBI /ME  (Uncle Tom' s Cabin)
AR (Great Expectation)
FEBRIIE  (Wuthering Heights)



caNTENTS BR®

CONTEXT  serrereeserecesenscsnsaiecncanes
E YA

PLOT OVERVIEW +eesevrereseraseneeneannnes
w7 - K

CHARACTER LIST ceeceverecsscrceciernnianes

At - A
ANALYSIS OF MAJOR CHARACTERS
£ I

Simon Ei ..............................
THEMES, MOTIFS & SYMBOLS +++-++-

EA - ERRL - RAE

Civilization and Savagery X B 5 BF g5 -escrrrreverrecens

Loss of Innocence 15 Hy iR K =eeeee
Christian Iconography B H ¥ 14 -

The Conch Shell HEWR socececrrrinianns

Piggy’s Glasses % & F &9 HR 4%

The Signal Fire 12 5 k3 coeeeneeeces

The Beast Ef & weveocescrsersririnnnnnnnn
The Lord of the Flies g . -eceesecenee

SUMMARY & ANALYSIS ceeceeceersinenn
Chapter 1 LB eereeccninens



Chapter 2 B D EE  eeereeeserieiiniieiniiiiiin 45

Chapter 3 B 3EE ceereeresssnenie 51
Chapter 4 B4 FE ceeerereenesenenenisisesiienen 59
Chapter 5 5 EE  ceereenereraneeeneinieniaeainiia 65
Chapter 6 B 6B reneeeeresessneensenenssiianians 71
Chapter 7 B TEE ereeremresssassessnsensannenens 77
Chapter 8 BB EE eeeererecnsresseesieenieninenaees §3
Chapter 9 B QB eeeeeenerinesiaesrisareerrannans 93
Chapter 10 B 1Q BE ceeerererenserreiieniiinenaeennns 99
Chapter 11 B 1] B eereerrrneeeninieeinieinennonen 105
Chapter 12 B 12 B orrreerrernneenannetennnaniennens 109
IMPORTANT QUOTATIONS EXPLAINED  -ececceecse 117
EH - AH
KEY FACTS ++voveevsereresresrncaomnnensioscorssenresecssscnsans 125
(LR S
STUDY QUESTIONS & ESSAY TOPICS «cecereeeceseee 133
A - it
Study Questions  [5] - & +eseecereereesssiesniineaenans 133
Suggested Essay Topics R FF R crececrerecescenss 137
REVIEW & RESOURCES ------------------------------------ 139
EI% - A
Quiz PHHh— reerrerrrescessiieiiai e 139
Notes JEFE ooevrerrerrncerrnrerrarteeenerreiiessosernnens 145

Suggestions for Further Reading AH X 34 <-cveeeee 147



CONTEXT

illiam Golding was born on September 19,

1911, in Cornwall, England. After graduating

from Oxford, he worked briefly as an actor,

then became a schoolteacher. When England
entered World War I1, Golding joined the Royal Navy. After the
war, he resumed teaching and also began writing novels. His first
and greatest success came with 1954°s Lord of the Flies, after
which he was able to retire from teaching and devote himself
fully to writing. Although he never again attained the kind of
popular and artistic success he enjoyed with Lord of the Flies,
on the basis of that book he remained a respected and distin-
guished author for the rest of his life, publishing several novels
and a play, The Brass Butterfly (1958). He was awarded the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 1983. William Golding died in 1993, one
of the most acclaimed writers in England.

Lord of the Flies, which tells the story of a group of En-
glish boys marooned on a tropical island after their plane is shot
down during a war, is fiction. But the book’s exploration of the
idea of human evil is to some extent based on Golding’s experi-
ence with the violence and savagery of human beings during
World War II. In exploring the breakdown into savagery of a
group of boys free from the imposed moral constraints of civi-
lization and society, Lord of the Flies dramatizes a fundamental
human struggle: the conflict between the impulse to obey rules,
behave morally, and act lawfully and the impulse to seek brute
power over others, act selfishly, behave in a way that will gratify
one’s own desires, scorn moral rules, and indulge in violence.

1
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* LORD OF THE FLIES

The first set of impulses might be thought of as the “civilizing
instinct,” which encourages people to work together toward
common goals and behave peacefully; the second set of impulses
might be thought of as the “barbarizing instinct,” or the instinct
toward savagery, which urges people to rebel against civiliza-
tion and instead seek anarchy, chaos, despotism, and violence.
The novel’s structure and style are extremely straightforward.
The book largely excludes poetic language, lengthy description,
and philosophical interludes. The novel is also allegorical, mean-
ing that characters and objects in the book directly represent the
novel’s central thematic ideas.

Because its story is allegorical, Lord of the Flies can be in-
terpreted in many ways. During the 1950s and 1960s, many read-
ings of the book connected it with grand historical, religious, and
psychological schemes: the book was said to have dramatized
the history of civilization, the history of religion, or the struggle
among the Freudian components of unconscious identity—id,
ego, and superego. Since the book does deal with fundamental
human tendencies, there is a glimmer of truth in each of these
readings, but it is important to remember that the novel’s philo-
sophical register is really quite limited—almost entirely restricted
to the two extremes represented by Ralph and Jack—and is cer-
tainly not complex or subtle enough to offer a realistic parallel
to the history of human endeavors. Every element of Lord of
the Flies becomes meaningful in relation to the book’s explora-’
tion of its particular philosophical conflict. W&
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PLOT OVERVIEW

PLOT OVERVIEW

n the midst of a raging war, a plane evacuating a group

of English boys from Britain is shot down over a de-

serted tropical island. Marooned, the boys set about

electing a leader and finding a way to be rescued. They
choose Ralph as their leader, and Ralph appoints Jack to be the
leader of the hunters. Ralph, Jack, and Simon set off on an ex-
pedition to explore the island. When they return, Ralph declares
that they must light a signal fire to attract the attention of pass-
ing ships. The boys begin to do so, using the lens from Piggy’s*
eyeglasses to ignite dead wood, but they are more interested in
playing than in paying close attention to their duties, and the fire
quickly ignites the forest. A large swath of dead wood burns
out of control. One of the youngest boys disappears, presum-
ably having burned to death.

At first, the boys enjoy their life without grown-ups. They
splash in the lagoon and play games, though Ralph complains
that they should be maintaining the signal fire and building huts
for shelter. The hunters have trouble catching a pig, but Jack
becomes increasingly preoccupied with the act of hunting. One
day, a ship passes by on the horizon, and Ralph and Piggy notice,
to their horror, that the signal fire has burned out; it had been
the hunters’ responsibility to maintain it. Furious, Ralph accosts
Jack, but the hunter has just returned with his first kill, and all
the boys seem gripped with a strange frenzy, reenacting the chase
in a kind of wild dance. When Piggy criticizes him, Jack hits
him across the face.

Ralph blows the conch shell used to summon the boys and
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* LORD OF THE FLIES

reprimands them in a speech intended to restore order. Yet there
is a larger, more insidious problem than keeping the signal fire
lit and overcoming the difficulties of hunting: the boys have
started to become afraid. The littlest boys (known as “littluns™)
have been troubled by nightmares from the beginning, and more
and more boys now believe that there is some sort of beast or
monster lurking on the island. At the meeting, the older boys try
to convince the others to think rationally: if there were a monster,
where would it hide Eiuring the daytime? One of the littluns sug-
gests that it hides in the sea, a proposition that terrifies the whole
group.

Not long after the meeting, an aircraft battle takes place high
above the island. The boys are sleeping, so they do not notice
the flashing lights and explosions in the clouds. A parachutist
drifts to earth on the signal fire mountain. He is dead. Sam and
Eric, the twins responsible for watching the fire at night, have
fallen asleep, so they do not see him land. But when they wake
up, they see the enormous silhouette of his parachute and hear
the strange flapping noises it makes. Thinking the beast is at
hand, they rush back to the camp in terror and report that the
beast has attacked them.

The boys organize a hunting expedition to search for
monsters. Jack and Ralph, who are increasingly at odds, travel
up the mountain. They see the silhouette of the parachute from
a distance and think that it looks like a huge, deformed apé. The
group holds a meeting, at which Jack and Ralph tell the others
of the sighting. Jack says that Ralph is a coward and that he
should be removed from office, but the other boys refuse to vote
him out of power. Jack angrily runs away down the beach, call-
ing all the hunters to join him. Ralph rallies the remaining boys

7
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* LORD OF THE FLIES

to build a new signal fire, this time on the beach instead of on
the “monster’s” mountain. They obey, but before they have fin-
ished the task, most of them have slipped away to join Jack.

Jack declares himself the leader of this new tribe, and or-
ganizes a hunt and violent, ritual slaughter of a sow to solem-
nize the occasion. They then decapitate the sow and place its
head on a sharpened stake in the jungle as an offering to the
beast. Encountering the bloody, fly-covered head, Simon has a
terrible vision, during which it seems to him that the head is
speaking. The voice, which he imagines to belong to the Lord
of the Flies, says that Simon will never escape him, for he ex-
ists within all men. Simon faints; when he wakes up, he goes to
the mountain, where he sees the dead parachutist. Understand-
ing then that the monster does not exist externally but rather
within each individual boy, Simon travels to the beach to tell the
others what he has seen. But they are in the midst of a chaotic
revelry—even Ralph and Piggy have joined Jack’s feast—and
when they see Simon’s shadowy figure emerge from the jungle,
they fall upon him and Kill him with their bare hands and teeth.

The following morning, Ralph and Piggy discuss what they
have done. Jack’s hunters attack them and their few followers,
stealing Piggy’s glasses in the process. Ralph’s group travels to
Jack’s stronghold, called Castle Rock, in an attempt to make Jack
see reason. But Jack orders Sam and Eric tied up and fights with
Ralph. In the ensuing battle, one boy, Roger, rolls a boulder down
from the mountain, killing Piggy and shattering the conch shell.
Ralph barely manages to escape a torrent of spears.

All night Ralph hides, and the following day he continues
to hide while he is hunted like an animal. Jack has the other boys
ignite the forest in order to smoke him out of his hiding place.



