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To the Users

This book consists of two sections, Three Sinogram Verses Using Free Radicals
and Three Sinogram Verses Using Bound Radicals.

The first part of Three Sinogram Verses Using Free Radicals presents 56 verses,
which collects the most frequently-used radicals that are characters by themselves,
like “ A”,“H"and “J{”. Each verse is composed of three characters, two single
characters and a combined character thereby formed. The two single characters are
respectively two radicals; therefore, one hundred and twelve radicals are introduced
in this primer. Every four verses form a stanza, metrically precise and beautiful so as
to greatly facilitate recital and memorization. For each radical, details are provided,
including its form, pronunciation, meaning, drawing strokes, the order of strokes as
well as the example characters formed by it. For the combined characters, in addi-
tion to the introduction to forms, pronunciations and meanings, their structures and
methods of formation are also explained, together with a simple illustration to their et-
ymology.

The second part, Three Sinogram Verses Using Bound Radicals includes 20 ver-
ses, which mainly deal with those radicals that are not characters by themselves, but
the variations of the radicals through derivation or simplification, for example, “ { ”
and “ 1] 7, which are respectively the variation of “ A "and “ J]”, and a few radicals

”

with one stroke, such as “ ) 7 and “ | 7, and the bound radicals that have been e-

“

volved into very basic symbols like “1|”. Each verse has three characters, and each
character contains a radical, thereby sixty bound radicals are introduced. Every four
verses form a stanza, not only melodious, but also meaningful.

Apart from the above two sections, the stroke index of the one hundred and sev-
enty-two radicals specified in this book is provided in the last part. In addition, the
tracing exercises are designed for students to practice after class, whereas the exer-
cise of identifying radicals could be used either in the classroom or as an assignment.

The Radical Indexing System for Chinese Characters, though presented the last, is

also an important component of this book.
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Terminology

bushau

rén bu
bihua

sin hua
bishiin
Jiégou
datizi
xiangxingzi
zhishizi
hétizi
huiyizi
xingshéngzi
pianpdang
jiintizi
bianti
fahao

~

z1

radical

radical A

stroke

three strokes

stroke order
structure

single character
pictogram
indicative character
combined character
ideogram
pictophonogram
bound radical
simplified character
variation

symbol

sinogram
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Ideogram. — indicates one abject, and X looks like the fire.
The fire is put out by using this one object to cover the top of it.
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Ideogram. —, on the top, refers to the head, and JL, is a varia-
tion of A, (man). The head on the top of a man’ s body is the
most important. So JU means primary.
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qudn

person

king

whole , all
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Ideogram. A means a person, and F means a king. If a person
becomes the king, he would have all.



