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BIOGRAPHY

Yu Xi,male,was bomed in Wuhan, Hubei province.Yu Xi
Graduated from University of Liberal Ars.Orphan from infan-
cy.He used to be an educated youth,worker,cadre,Now he is
a wriler, painter, photographer, member of Wuhan Institute of
Foreign Cultural Exchanges and a written journalist of
Chang — Jiang Daily newspaper Office.

From 1991, Yu Xi has been visiting more than ten
Western Countries.He” s been not ouly putting on personal art ex-
hibition sueccessfully for seven times, and setting up eight courses of
lectures on Chinese cultural introduction in the West as
well, Furthermore, he established a special information column on
German Newspapers, continuously publishing series of” China Week”
news . The achievements in non - official cultural exchanges between
" China and other countries which gained by Yu Xi, was highly ap-
praised over 200 times by agencies of foreign and domestic media,
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and he’ s been known as” the emissary of China folk cultural ex-
change” .

Published 8 works:

The first of ” Series of Marching to The World” {Going to
the Alps——” The Richest County on Earth” Swiizerland Explo-
ration} { Novel of Actual Events) , the Second of "Series of Marching to
The World” {Going to Balkan——Thirty - one Days of Living in
“Rose country” Bulgaria) (Novel of Actual Events) , the third of” Se-
ries of Marching to The World” {Going to Mississippi America in
perspective) (Novel of Actual Events) , {Record of Stars in Literature
and Art) { A Set of Actual Events) , prolessional pa.inting(Yu Xi’ s
Watercolor Painting), {A Trip to Switzerland——Yu Xi® s Painting
From Life), {Human Body and Space}, {Wuhan Three People’ s
Trip in Three Counties) .

At the beginning of 1996, Yu Xi was invited by U.S. Govem
ment to atiend "Planning of Intenational Visitors” of "USIA” ,in ar-
rangement by American Meridian Intemnational Center, he visited
America for 32 days. During this time, Yu Xi was invited by the In-
stitute of Foreign Affairs of the State Council of America to five an
academic lecture on China Literature and Ans. The book is one of
achievements of Yu Xi’ s visit to America.The January of 1997,
{Exhibition of Antistic Photograph” Yu Xi towards Mississippi”)
opened in U.S. Embassy to China.H.E. Mr. Sasser, Ambassador of
U.S.A, toClumhe]dacocktallpartyfortheopemngoeremnyof
this exhibition.
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AMBASSADOR’S MESSAGE.
FOREWORD TO BOOK BY YU XI:

It is rare that one can witness the breadth and divemity of life in Amenica
through only a short journey. It is rarer yet that one can gain a deep under
standing of America’ s people, her strengths, and her weaknesses in a few
weeks. Yet, Yu Xi has done this and more in the photographs and essays com-
piled during his month - long journey actoss the United States as part of the
United States information Service’s Intemnational Visilor program.

In his travels, Yu Xi succeeded in capturing what makes America America
.His work displays America® s unique blend of cultures and fusion of pecples
and bespeaks the vitality of the American people and breadth of American so-
ciety.Indeed Mr.Yu’ s work is a comprehensive exploration of Amencan cul-
ture, covering everything from the swinging deep ~ South songs of 4 Texas cow-
boy bar to the festivities sunounding Hollywood® s Walk of Fame, to the quiet
solitude surrounding the Vietnam Veteran® s Meworial in Washington, D.C. }
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am deeply pleased that Yu Xi now brings his experiences to the people of Ch-
na, sharing with his countrymen his spevial joumey across America.

Through this record of his American sojourn, Mr. Yu has opened up a for-
eign world to his readers, offering them a full account of life in today’ s Tlnited
States. As a result, he has built bridges of understanding and appreciation he-
tween the peoples of the united states and China. Through his photographs and
his art, Yu shares his unique interpretation of American life. Through his essays,
he gives life to his experiences.

During his journey, Yu Xi had the opportunity to visit newspapers. art mu-
seums, govemment agencies and community organizations. Through his discus-
sions, Yu gained a deep appreciation for a unique American characteristic: How
numerous sectors of society — both public and private — work together to preserve
America’ s cultural heritage. From his visits to the offices of major American
newspapers, Yu Xi witnessed advanced publishing techniques and saw America’
s free press at work. At art museums, he considered priceless works of art from
around the world, collected and preserved so all may appreciate artistic beauty
and humankind’ s artistic achievements, From his meetings with the National
Endowment for the Arts, Yu Xi discovered the American government’s efforts to
further artistic achievement through the direct support of music, theater and the
fine arts . Perhaps most impertantly, he had the opportunity to observe the fun-
damental role that community groups play in supporting artistic freedom and
expression in America.

As Yu Xi discovered during his visits to various philanthropic organiza-
tions, one of the things that makes America special is the willingness of its
people to support their communities. By giving their time and their money,
countless Americans strive daily to make & difference in the lives of those around
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them . In activities as diverse as tutoring scheol children, supporting community
theaters, and helping to feed the poor, Americans reveal their dedication to up-
lifting the dewntrodden, supporting strong communities, and strengthening their
families. ‘

Amencans believe their society remains healthy through every citizen” s
vigorous exptession of his or her political beliefs . This freedom manifests itself in
many ways: from political discussions in neighborhood coffee — shops 1o open,
frank discussions between govermment officials; from media criticism of govem-
ment policies to often heated debates between representatives of various political
factions. Yu Xi witnessed first hand American political expression.

Yu Xi’s journey across the United States carried him from coast to coast,
to America’s cities and across its vast countryside. He was tireless in his efforis
to leam about Amenica and its people. Now that he has returned to China. Yu
Xi has opened his heart and his mind to his fellow countrymen so that he may
share his experiences with them. Yu Xi”s travels, his thoughts and his art will
undoubtedly have a great effect on all who read his book.In his werk. Yu Xi
endeavors to create lasting bridges of understanding and mutual accepiance be-
tween the chinese and American peoples. I know that Yu Xi’s trip to America
will always have a special place in his heart. I would like to express my sincere
thanks to Yu Xi for this werk of art and literature.

Embassy of the United States of America
The Ambassador

James R.Sasser

12.2. 19986, Beijing.
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