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PREFACE

China’ s construction market has grown up gradually
and the continuing reform and open policies during the
past 20 years have helped develop a broader space for
more complex development. New changes with atten-
dant problems during the growth of the construction
market need to be urgently addressed and solved with
references to the successful international experience.
China’ s accession to the WTO at the end of 2001 has
opened the door for China to join the international mar-
ket. The continuing progression of China’s construction
industry towards the international market means both
the contracting and construction business activities must
comply with international practices. The universal busi-
ness language in the construction market is English,
therefore in order to compete in the international con-
struction and contracting business the compiling and
publishing of Chinese and English reference books are
urgently needed for the building industry and people
working in this field.

Wu Zhixin, author of Practical Oral English for Con-

6



struction and Contracting Business has utilized his own
experience and understanding of the construction and
contracting business both at home and abroad. The first
feature of this book is that the commercial terms in both
Chinese and English were carefully selected according to
FIDIC clauses and expressions in common use . The sec-
ond feature of this book is that the texts are given in
mock dialogues and very practical. The third feature is
that the texts cover all the main construction and con-
tracting business activities and all the main terms and
key expressions in general use in this industry. All the
above features are based on the author’s experiences in
construction circles, both domestic and overseas, and on
his deep beliefin writing this book.

Wu Zhixin”s book is a very helpful manual for profes-
sionals working in the international eonstruction and
contraction business,and an excellent reference book for
people learning construction business English. Further
development and changes in the construction market will
necessitate this book being supplemented and reviewed.
The book is innovative, pertinent and relatively practi-
cal. I had the honour to read the manuscript in advance
and was greatly enlightened by its content. I hereby

write the preface.



Adwvisor , Committee For Science & Technology ,
Ministry Of Construction , PRC
Foreign Member , Loyal Swedish Academy
Of Engineering Sciences
Xu Ronglie
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FOREWORD

Economic globalization has become an irresistible trend
in the new century.

China’ s accession into WTO and Beijing’ s successful
bidding for Olympic ‘2008 indicate that China is posi-
tively participating in the significant trend of economic
globalization.

The Chinese government has issued a series of policies
encouraging and supporting competent construction en-
terprises to develop their business in the overseas con-
struction market. The high-speed sustained economic
growth of China has been attracting more and more in-
vestors, designers and contractors from different coun-
tries of the world. To support both Chinese construction
companies’ going abroad and foreign companies entering
China, the Chinese construction industry needs a great
number of personnel who have a basic ability to commu-
nicate in a foreign language and to understand the inter-
national common practices in the contracting business.
In order to meet this need, we have compiled the Prac-
tical Oral English for Construction and Contracting
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Bustiness .
During our initial design and compilation of this book,
we have tried to adhere to the following principles:
Emphasis on international common practices in the
contracting business. Being designed on the basis of
FIDIC Conditions of Contract, the book presents scene
dialogues focusing on the main activities in pre-contract
stages as well as the contract implementation stage, so
that readers can acquaint themselves with the common
practice of international contracting business while prac-
ticing language.
Emphasis on construction and contracting business
terms. The technologies adopted vary a lot from project
to project, but the business rules are common or similar
in different projects. The book tries to avoid special en-
gineering technology in order that the readers can pay
more attention to contracting conventions and business
terms. Under the market economy, contracting activi-
ties can’t be simply regarded as project execution; they
also cover two other important activities i. e. marketing
and tendering in pre-contract stage. Thus, 5 lessons
each were designed in Chapter I and Chapter I1 provid-
ing scene dialogues with regard to marketing and ten-
dering respectively.
Small is beautiful. It is quite difficult for the beginners
13



to cross the threshold in learning oral English. Many
engineers and managers make no progress in oral Eng-
lish even after several years. They usually have set too
high a standard for themselves in their initial step. Asa
result, they give up halfway. The most effective way of
learning oral English is to talk to foreigners in English.
In this book, we have selected basic English dialogue
segments related to the construction and contracting
business. We expect it can help the readers have their
first dialogue with foreign colleagues. We hope this book
will be a small stepping-stone for our readers to become
familiar with oral English.

Pocket edition. Perseverance is the key to learning oral
English. In order to make our oral English book friendly
to the readers, we have designed a pocket edition at-
tached with a CD. In this way, the readers can read and
listen anywhere and anytime. If the readers are self-
learners, we’d like to suggest the following steps: first-
ly, start by listening to the CD player repeatedly until
you become familiar with the dialogue and the key
words. Secondly, open the book and read the text, i-
dentify which sentence or word you did not grasp. Ana-
lyze the reasons and be clear if you have never seen a
certain pattern of sentence or you don’t know a certain
new word. Maybe you have difficulties in listening to
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spoken English. As per different situation, work on
your weakness by practicing. Try reading aloud the dia-
logues until you can recite them fluently.
According to our experience, we believe that the readers
with the 4th level of CET can master oral English fol-
lowing these steps (listening, analyzing, reading aloud
and reciting) in about half a year, at a learning rate of
one lesson a week, you should be able to accomplish the
aim of face to face communication with a foreign col-
league in oral English.
The book was planned by Wu Zhixin, compiled by Wu
Zhixin and Zhang Jun, examined by Mr. Franz Belecky
and Mrs. Judy Belecky of Australia and Mr Ronald
Hollmeier of the USA, read for recording of CD by Mr.
Ronald  Hollmeier, Mr. Michael Cnen, and Ms
Michelle Chew, and recorded by Mr. Zhang Yong.
Because of our limited experience and capability, there
are certainly a lot of errors and defects in the book. The
corrections and comments from experts and all the read-
ers are highly appreciated.
All the members who planed, compiled, examined and
recorded this book would like to dedicate it to all the en-
gineers and managers in construction enterprises, de-
signers and supervisors, to Chinese people working for
foreign developers, consultancy companies and interna-
15



tional contractors, to the students who major in con-
struction engineering and contracting and to China’ s

magnificent international contracting cause.

Wu Zhixin Zhang Jun
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