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All the world’s a stage,
And all engineering techniques merely players:
They have their exits and their entrances.
Prestressed concrete, like others, plays a part,
Its acts being seven ages. At first the infant,
Stressing and compressing in the inventor’s arms.
Then the curious schoolboy, fondly created
By imaginative engineers for wealthy customers;
Successfully built but costs a lot of dough. Then the lover,
Whose course never runs smooth, embraced by some,
Shunned by others, especially building officials. Now the soldier,
Produced en masse the world over, quick to fight
Against any material, not only in strength, but in economy as well.
Soon the justice-—codes and specifications set up to abide,
Formulas and tables to help you decide. No more fun to the pioneers,
But so presiressed concrete plays its part. The sixth age
Shifts to refined research and yet bolder designs,
Undreamed of by predecessors and men in ivory towers.
Last scene of all, in common use and hence in oblivion,
Ends this eventful history of prestressed concrete
As one of engineering methods and materials
Like timber, like steel, like reinforced concrete,
Like everything else.
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