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Unit One

SPORT

The British have always been a nation of sport
lovers and interest in all types of sport is as great to-
day as it has ever been. Many sports which nowa-
days are played all over the world grew up to their
present-day form in Britain. Football is perhaps the
best example, but among the others are horse-rac-
ing, golf, lawn tennis and rowing.

Many people, both foreigners and British, con-
sider cricket to be the most typically English of
sports. It is true that cricket, unlike football, has
until recently remained a specifically British game,
played only in Britain, in some parts of the British
Commonwealth and in Denmark. But it would be
wrong to say that criket is the most popular British
sport: that is, undoubtedly, football. Neverthe-
less, it remains true that for most Englishman the
sight of white-flannelled cricketers on the smooth
green turf of a cricket pitch represents something
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that is traditionally English.

Cricket and football, however, are merely the
two most popular sports in Britain: there are many
others. In summer, lawn tennis probably comes
next in importance to cricket. There are clubs in ev-
ery town and in all the parks. There are public
courts where tennis may be played for an hour on
payment of about one pound. Swimming is very
popular and there are many public swimming baths.
Rowing and canoeing are practised less because
there are not so many facilities. The annual Boat
Race between Oxford and Cambridge Universities on
the river Thames is, however, one of the most pop-
ular sporting events of the year. Golf is becoming
increasingly popular and many clubs are having to
turn prospective members away. Athletics is gfow—
ing all the time.

The most popular winter sport, after football
(or “soccer” as it is colloquially called) is rugby
football (or “rugger”) which remains a largely ama-
teur game. Winter sports such as skiing are general-
ly impossible in Britain (except in Scotland) owing
to the unsuitable climate, but more and more people
spend winter holidays on the Continent in oder to
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take part in them.

One reason for the great interest in sport in
Britain is the Englishman's fondness for a little
“flutter” (a slang expression for a bet or gamble).
Gambling has always been an integral part of such
sports as horse-racing and dog-racing and, in recent
times, doing the “football pools” has become a na-
tional pastime. But whether as gambler, spectator
or player, most Englishmen have some interest in at

least some sports.
WORDS

golf [golf ] n. ®/RRBR

row [rou] v. XiI#E

cricket [’ krikit] n. R

specific [spe’sifik] a. X4 ML, HHH
commonwealth [ komanweld] n. FEZ, B
undoubted [an’dautid] a. #E#, TEEH
flannel [’ fleenl] n. BE224%

turf [ta:f ] n. B 7, BB

pitch [pit[] n. HIRRK

mere [mia] a. {Y{Y

conoe [ka’nu:] n. JHASF

facility [fo’sili ti] n. &%

prospective [pro’ spektiv] a. HHHY,FH




athletics [200' letiks 1 n. (H)iEF, B . (HIIZEIR

soccer ['soka] n. B JEEK
colloquial [ka'loukwial] a. FFIERH
rugby [/ ragbi] n. (Z)HBHIER
rugger ['rage] n. HIHEEK

amateur ['mt ] n. Y RBHE
flutter ['flate] n. PWHE—F

slang [sley ] n. {Bi&

gamble ['gaembl] v. WH

integral ['intigrol] a. My EIKFTEED
pool [pwl] n. BWEE

pastime [/ paistaim] n. JHE,IR%
spectator [spek’teito] n. BIH

EXPRESSIONS

lawn tennis B3 W Bk
cconsider to be 1AM

in importance ZEEE¥ |
the river Thames F&FE 7]
own to HINF . HF

the Continent K X Fdi

NOTES

1. Nevertheless, it remains true that...

traditionally English.

somthing that is

R REBEEAGRRY, HEBAEZHRIRRF
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2. One reason for the great interest in sport in Britain is the

Englishman's fondness for a little flutter.
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EXERCISES

I . Answer the following questions;

1.

Which sports have originated, in their present form,

in Britain?

2. Which sport is regarded as typically English?

3. Which is the most popular British sport?

4. Give one reason why many of the British are inter-

ested in horse-racing?
Why do many of the British take winter holidays on

the continent?

I. Topics for group discussion:

1.

How many types of sport are described in the text?
Speak them out. Which do you prefer? Why?

Gambling has always been an integral part of some
sports in Britain. Some people say that gambling
may help some sports in China, therefore, the gov-
ernment of China should adopt this measure. Do you

agree or not? Why?
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Tom has finished his homework.

I have already had my house whitewashed.
She has been in for two weeks.

You have already got what you want.

How many lessons have you learned so far?

My mother has gone to Beijing on business.

(DIRTHTER - EFH—ERERAE TR

ERET XM EIRS:

We have lived in Xi'an for twenty years.

How long have you studied English?

We havn't seen each other for ages.

They have been in love with each other for eight
years.

They are going to be married next year.

Your girlfriend has waited for you here for two



hours.
(VR —FE .
My brother has been to Beijing four times.
He has already seen the film for many times.
She has never seen such a tall man.
Have you ever cheated in the exams?
EE:AESHMRE M EYBEN NS FRITGE
BN SEERR, RNLUDGENFIEE Y HiBH AR
AR BIIAESE B — M R ER, HtE— A IGE
) B T 2 BR AR (6] T 8 1 0 2 v oot B 6T P B A s B, 4
ATLLH — Mgt ut. .
Has Mr. Wang come?
HERERTEXID
Did Mr, Wang come?
€1 PpaE. Sud)
The light has gone.
GEEIBERN TR BR)

The light went out,

GERIA TR T  ERREERT)
GRAMMAR EXERCISES

. AE4MHSHETIETF.
1. REGRARLKR., RAFEET
2. WARER., RESTEIRRMEETHE?
3. FERF/NYEEE T G?
4. (RIISWME R IH R EDFEW,

FEAERT

TXRT



5. RATRAE 1990 FHBSUIREEETHT .

B AIERITOSTEAT?

L R EEEREWREIROESET .

- RERETEILET ?

- REZEAIFHERE TIEMN.
10. R2AF ABHEFF G TERN? ¥ TILET?

. B FFIBER TR IGE B I 52 M A — Mg 22
W RS

I have seen him this morning.

Mol S TR

I saw him this morning.

They have already visited the Great Wall.

They visited the Great Wall last year.

Mary's brother has been in the Army for five years.
It is three months since her mother died.

Her mother has been dead fer three months.

They have left undone what should have been done.

© @ N e o oo

We have seen little of her lately.

10. I have come to see you.

READING PRACTICE

TWO HUMOROUS STORIES

69
Mrs Harris lives in a small village. Her husband is
dead, but she has one son. He is twenty-one, and his name
is Geoff. He worked in the shop in the village and lived with
+ 8



his mother, but then he got work in a town and went and
lived there. Its name was Greensea. It was quite a long way
from his mother's village, and she was not happy about
this, but Geoff said, ‘There isn't any good work for me in
the country, Mother, and 1 can get a lot of money in
Greensea and send you some every week. ’

Mrs Harris was very angry last Sunday. She got in a
train and went to her son's house in Greensea. Then she
said to him, ‘Geoff, why do you never phone me? °*

Geoff laughed. ‘But, Mother’, he said, ‘you haven't
got a phone.’

. ‘No,’ she answered, ‘I haven't, but you've got one! ’

2

There is a prison in Iceland which allows its prisoners
to go out without any guards to work every day. They work
on the farms near the prison during the day, and come back
to have their evening meal and to sleep every evening. Be-
fore they are allowed to go out like this, they have to
promise to come back every evening. If they do not promise
this, they are not let out.

One night one of the prisoners was invited to have a
meal and a drink with the family of the farmer he was work-
ing for, so he came back to the prison very late. He had to
knock at the gate several times before the guard came to let
him in.

The guard did not like being disturbed at this time, so

9



he said to the prisoner angrily, ‘If you come back so late

again, I won't let you in.’
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Unit Two

THE GREAT WALL

The Great Wall was first build during the
Spring and Autumn Period and the time of the War-
ring States. It is the embodiment of the wisdom of
the ancient Chinese people.

The Great Wall is said to be the only man-made
object visible from the earth orbit. The bricks and
stone used to construct the Great Wall are enough
for a wall eight feet high around the globe.

The Great Wall was a military project for pro-
tection purpose. After unifying the six states in 221
B. C., the First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty or-
dered that the walls built by the states of Qin, Yan
and Zhao be linked up for defence against attacks by
the slave owners in the north part of China. This is
how the 6000 km-long Great Wall came into being.

Following the Qin Dynasty, the Great Wall was
restored and reinforced by the following dynasties.
The Ming Dynasty devoted a large amount of man-
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