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% Preparing 1o Read

Think about the answers fo the questions below :

1. How much do you know about the World Cup for football?
2. What is the usual way for a person to become the player of NBA?
3. What is the best way for people to keep fit?
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Part One ((C¥ Timed Reading J

Read as quickly as you can. Record the time when you both start and finish reading the passage .
Then do the exercise that followers .

Suggested time: 3'54"
Starting time :

(1] From the very beginning of the modern Olympic Games, male amateur athletes of
every race, religion, and nationality have been eligible to participate. Although Coubertin op-
posed the participation of women in the Olympics and no women competed in 1896, a few fe-
male golfers and tennis players were allowed to participate in the 1900 Games. Female swim-
mers and divers were admitted to the 1912 Games, and female gymnasts and track-and-field
athletes first competed at the 1928 Games. Women’s Olympic sports have grown significantly
since then, and currently women account for approximately half of the members of teams, ex-
cept in teams from Islamic nations, where the level of female participation is generally lower.

[2] Coubertin and the IOC intended from the start for the Olympics to be open only to a-
mateurs. Amateurism was determined by adherence to the amateur rule, which was originally
devised in the 19th century to prevent working-class athletes from participating in sports such
as rowing and tennis. Because the amateur rule prevented athletes from earning any pay from
activities in any way related to sports, working-class athletes could not afford both to make a
living and train for competition. Olympic rules about amateurism, however, have caused many
controversies over the years. Such questions as whether an amateur could be reimbursed for
travel expenses, be compensated for time lost at work, be paid for product endorsements, or
be employed to teach sports have been raised, but they have not always been satisfactorily re-
solved by the I0C, leading to confusion about the definition of professionalism in different
sports. By 1983 a majority of IOC members acknowledged that most Olympic athletes compete
professionally in the sense that sports are their main activity. The IOC then asked each Interna-
tional Sports Federation (ISF) to determine eligibility in its own sport, and over the next
decade nearly all the ISFs abolished the distinction between amateurs and professionals, ac-
cepting so-called open Games. One of the most visible examples of the policy change came in
1992, when professional players from the National Basketball Association (NBA) were permit-
ted to play in the Summer Games in Barcelona, Spain.

(350 words)
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Finishing time :
Time spent :
Reading speed : (WPM)

A Exercise

Decide whether the following statements are True or False. Write T (true) or F ( false) on the

lines provided .

. 'The first time for women to take part in the Olympics was 1896.

Nowadays women account for approximately half of the members of teams in all countries.

1

2

3. ____ The original purpose for the Olympics is to be open only to amateurs.

4. ____ The amateur was not allowed to eam any pay from activities of his sports.
5

. The participation of NBA was the only exception for professional athletes.

Results :

Read the following selections and then do the exercises below .

Text 1
Men’s World Cup

[1] In 1904 representatives from seven European soccer associations (France, Belgium,
Denmark, The Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland) organized a goveming body for
soccer, called the Federation International de Football Association (FIFA). At that first meet-
ing, FIFA planned to organize a world championship, but 26 years passed before conditions
were suitable. Among other considerations, FIFA determined that the level of play was suffi-
cient outside of Europe to support a world championship.
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g

(2] In 1930, the first World Cup tournament was held in Uruguay. It was won by the
host nation with a victory over Argentina in the final. Despite being ignored by the stronger Eu-
ropean nations, the tournament was a financial success and excited international interest.

(3] World War II (1939-1945) brought a pause to most international sporting activities,
and the World Cup was not played again until 1950, in Brazil. England entered for the first
time, but suffered the humiliation of losing 1-0 to the United States, and was eliminated in the
first round. Uruguay again won the tournament, beating Brazil in the final. West Germany won
the 1954 tournament in Switzerland, beating the heavily favored Hungarians who, until the final
game, had been undefeated in international competition for four years.

[4] By 1958 the world had become aware of the Brazilian team’s technical abilities. The
Brazilians finally lived up to their potential at the 1958 World Cup in Sweden, when they daz-
zled the competition and won the championship. The team’s star was an astonishing 17-year-
old, who was known worldwide by his nickname, Pelé. He went on to dominate world soccer
for the next 12 years. And Brazil became the first team to win the trophy four times in 1994 .

[5] The Dutch rose to prominence in the 1970s when they developed a style known as To-
tal Soccer, in which every player was required to be capable of attacking or defending as the oc-
casion demanded. Led by captain and star Johan Cruyff, the Dutch
played West Germany, the tournament host, in the 1974 final. The
Germans, led by the renowned Franz Beckenbauer, won the game
and became the new world champions. The Dutch again reached
the final in 1978, and again they lost to the host team, falling to Ar-
gentina in the overtime final.

(6] The 2002 World Cup was awarded jointly to Japan and
South Korea, the first time the World Cup will ever have been
shared by two nations.

(396 words)

F S
Exercise 1

Decide whether the following statements are True or False. Write T (true) or F (false) on the
lines provided .

1. FIFA is an intemational organization from the moment it was founded.
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2. The first world championship was won by the first host nation.
3. England didn’t enter the World Cup until 1945,

4. Hungarians rose to prominence in the 1950s.

5. The Dutch has reached the final twice but only won once.

& Exercise 2

Choose the correct answers according to the text.

1.

The purpose of setting up the FIFA is

A. to decide the host nation for the world cup

B. to organize a governing body for soccer in world
C. to organize a world championship

D. to set the rules for soccer in world

. Which of the following statements is true about the first world cup?

It was the game between South America and Europe at the final.
It attracted many European countries.

. It revealed the potential financial profits of the world cup.

S o

. Argentina became the first champion.

in the 1954 tournament .
. England was eliminated in the first round
Uruguay again won the tournament

Pelé began to dominate the world soccer for the next 12 years

IR SR IS

. West Germany became the first team to beat Hungarians during four years

. The strategy of Total Soccer was

A. introduced by the Dutch during the 1970s
B. demonstrated by the clear separation between defense and attack
C. known as the revolution of soccer during the 1960s

D. the key weapon for West Germany to succeed

. It’s the first time for the world to

A. have the world organization of soccer in 1904

B. enjoy the world cup in Argentina in 1930

C. get shocked by the Brazilian team’s technical abilities in 1994
D. have World Cup awarded jointly to two continents in 2002



