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Preface to the Chinese Translation

It is no coincidence that the Chinese have taken such an interest in my book
that they went to the trouble of translating it into their mother tongue,
Indeed, the original English edition of the book bears on its cover a picture
of a railway wheel and rail, signifying the close connection of railways with
the book— _and where in the world of to—day but China there is a country -
with a Ministry of Railways, which operates, beside an extensive railway net,
several Universities and an Academy? And where in the world 70 % of all freight v
is tansported by raily
We would like to thank the initiator of the project, Academician Prof, Shen ¥
Zhi—yung for this flattering initiative, the external examiner of the translation
Dr, Kong Xiangan for his painstaking work, and last but not least the very able
translator of the book Li Zili for his untiring efforts to make this translation
correct, and we wish the Chinese Edition every success,
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