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Draw Feet for a Snake

Once upon a time in the Chu Kingdom, a landowner decided to
reward his three hard-working servants with a pot of wine. His servants,
all loving to drink wine, looked at each other in dismay.

“Master has only given us enough for a few mouthfuls each! ”"said
the first.

“That’s only enough for one of us to drink our fill,” chimed in
the third.

“Why don’t we have a competition, whoever can draw a snake the
fastest can have the whole jar of wine! “The first servant proposed, and
with that each began drawing furiously.

The first servant was finished in the blink of an eye. Happily he
snatched the wine jar and proudly crowed, “You’re so slow, I’ll even
add feet to my snake before you are finished,” and with the pot in his
left hand, and with a flurry of his right hand he drew feet. At that mo-
ment another servant finished and grabbed the pot, “ A snake has no
feet—so what you drew is not a snake! I am the first to draw a snake.”
Raising the pot he noisily slurped the wine, satisfied.

Sometimes like when the man added feet to a snake, which should
have none, we can ruin the effect brought out by the simplicity with

adding the superfluous.
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Stand by a Stump Waiting for More
Hares to Come and Dash Themselves Against It

Once in the Song Kingdom there was a farmer, he always wished all
good things would by chance fall in front of him. One day he was work-
ing in the fields when a wild rabbit ran headlong into a wooden post,
snapped its neck, and died. He happily bent and picked it up thinking,
“If I can find a rabbit every day like this, I won’t ever need to farm a-
gain.” So he discarded his hoe and everyday sat by the wooden post and
hoped for another stroke of luck like the first.

Days past—but he had no such luck, and more and more people
ridiculed this foolish man.

Sometimes opportunities and good fortune incidentally befall us,
but we mustn’t always rely on them. Good fortune is to be appreciated,

not expected. If you want success you must rely on your own hard work.
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Mend the Fold after the Sheep Is Lost

There once was a shepherd. One day he was checking his flock
when he noticed a sheep was missing. Seeing that the gate was secured,
he began to inspect the fence surrounding the pasture with the help of
his neighbor. In one of the corners sure enough they found a hole and a
fresh pair of wolf prints. His neighbor worriedly warned him to fix the
hole or else the wolves would come again. The shepherd upon hearing
this advice thought, “The sheep has already been lost, what use is fixing
the fence?” With that he pushed the thought of wolves and fences to the
back of his mind. The next day, whilst counting his sheep he found an-
other missing, with fresh paw prints around the same hole in the fences.

He was regretful for his foolishness and with the help of his
neighbor he fixed the fence, and hadn’t lost another sheep.

Often when one meets misfortune he can only learn from the expe-
rience and move on. What is important is that we should learn from our

mistakes and immediately rectify the problems to avoid future loss.
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