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After a Vicious Attack

y Preparing to Read

Thmk about me answers to ﬂw q ;

1. How did you first know the Sept. 11‘ﬁemﬁsmAttack‘?Whaiwere your
first mental reflections to the incident? |

2. If-you had happened to be in the World ;rrade Center, above the plane-hit
floor, what would you have done to tha terror—stnoken people around you
and then to yourself?

3. What’ s your overall opinion about tenbnsm aﬂer thmklng about what it

means to you?
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Part One (> Timed Reading E

Read as quickly as you can. Record the time when you both start and finish reading the passage .
Then do the exercise that follows .

Suggested time ; 5'42"
Starting time :

[1] We have taken a great wound, we Americans, and our first task is to rescue sur-
vivors if that is still possible, to grieve and to remain alert until we better understand what hap-
pened to us. The time will come soon enough to sort out the causes, who delivered this vicious
attack and how we hold them accountable, then to assign official blame at home, if the facts
require it. We should also begin deeper arguments about the political meanings, the failures in
our own leadership and the role our government has chosen to play in the world. But right
now, our minds are swimming in the same ghastly images. Dazed men and women, covered
with dust, streaming north on foot from lower Manhattan. A TV videotape replaying the
fiendish plot in which commercial airliners are turned into suicide bombs. The smoldering ruins
at the Pentagon. The lost skyline in Manhattan. The bolt of fear: Where are my children?
Questions spun through our heads, but all the circuits were busy. Terror leaves its sickening
residue, the swooning sense of helpless vulnerability. That is the purpose.

(2] One odd privilege of being American is that we have had very little experience with
such blindsiding assaults, at least in modern times. Other countries became the battlegrounds,
not ours. Other peoples were schooled in stoical expectations, knowing that the worst can hap-
pen and sometimes does, but not Americans.

[3] Itis essential now to stick to hard facts, not fearsome shadows or injured hubris ( or
the xenophobic hatreds already in the air). Yet the intelligence agencies that had not a clue
what was coming were claiming within hours to have proof of who organized the attack. And
figures like Henry Kissinger are already calling for an open-ended war against terrorist organiza-
tions — regardless of whether any evidence establishes their culpability.

(4] Civil liberties, already under attack, were immediate targets. Legislators talked of
granting the FBI and other agencies broad new powers — this despite the fact that the FBI is
already intercepting a record number of calls. Some called for wholesale closing of US borders.
On Tuesday, only Senator Joseph Biden, himself a key supporter of the noxious Anti-Terrorism
and Effective Death Penalty bill of 1996, to his credit stood on the Capitol lawn to suggest that
any incursions on civil liberties should be resisted.



Unit [ After a Vicious Attack 3

[5] After the dead are properly mourned, after we have reliably established how this
happened and who was responsible, then we Americans must undertake a most difficult con-
versation among ourselves. Yes, we should speak with one voice expressing our compassion
and outrage, but we need a multiplicity of voices, a true national debate about what sane
national security means in the twenty-first century. The paradox is that if or when we engage in
brutal reprisals, they will serve a cathartic function for the vast majority of justifiably outraged
Americans. But let us not delude ourselves; they will inflame rather than deter. In the long
run, the only way to deal with international terrorism is to build and support international insti-
tutions toward that end.

(6] This is a pivotal moment when we should reconsider our posture toward the world
and examine the true burdens and obligations of acting like an empire awesomely more power-
ful than any others and answerable to no one. To maintain international order, our military
occasionally intervenes in what, for us, are meant to be casualty-free wars. Qur economic or-
der claims to spread democracy by imposing its own self-interested rules on poorer nations.
Yet, as we learned and should have already understood, this great country is vulnerable too,
beyond imagination. Whoever planned this vicious attack must have calculated that the United
States is at a fragile juncture, its great prosperity sinking and uncertain leaders in power. They
probably intended an unraveling, both of financial markets and the national cenfidence.

[7] It may seem trite to say so, but the calamity does test our character. If we are
shrewd about ourselves and truly brave, citizens will not yield to hysteria — or accept draconi-
an new laws that undermine civil liberties — but will force these difficult questions into the po-
litical debate.

(683 words)
Firushing time :
Tune spent
Reading speed : (WPM)

Aﬂ Exercisg

Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the text. Write “T” or “F” on

1. When writing the editorial, the author was quite certain of the causes of the vicious attack .
2. American people feel pity for their lack of experience with blindsiding assaults.
3. Some celebrated persons are urging to launch a non-restrictive war against terrorist organizations

whatsoever.
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4. The author is afraid to some extent that the FBI and other agencies are going so far as to under-
mine the civil rights of common people.
5. The author seems to be too cool to rethink about American’s acting like an empire awesomely

more powerful than any others and answerable to no one.

Results +

i

¥

Part Two 5 Reading Comprehension

and Vocabuylary Development

Read the following selections and then do the exercises below .

In Stopping to Save Woman, Rescuers Saved Themselves ( 1 )

[1] The six firefighters would have moved faster if they hadn’t stopped to help a weary
woman trying to flee. They would have moved slower if they hadn’t been able to coax her a-
long, to tell her that if she wanted to see her children and grandchildren again, she had to keep
moving down the stairs.

[2] It was that precise intersection of rescuers and rescued, that destined bit of timing,
not a few seconds less or more, that enabled them all to survive inside a twisted stairwell of
the World Trade Center when the north tower crashed down on them. The woman and the fire-
fighters, in the actions each took, saved each other.

[3] Almost all of the stories about firefighters summoned to the World Trade Center on
Sept. 11 have been stories of brave men who went into the towers and never retumed. The story
of six men of Ladder Company 6 is a rare happy story.

[4] Tt is the tale of a group of men and one woman trapped for three hours inside a sliver

of stairs, lucky enough to be between the second and
fourth floors, for there were no longer any floors above
them, and beneath them was impassable debris. But
they kept their wits until the sun shone through and
they climbed out.

[5] “There’s no reason we should be alive,”
Firefighter Matt Komorowski said.

[6] Ladder Company 6 is on Canal Street in Chi-
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natown. It usually fights fires in nearby tenement buildings, only occasionally having to enter
the city’s skyscrapers.

(7] On the moming of the 11th, six men were on duty captain, John Jonas.

[8] Five of them were sitting inside the firehouse when they heard a loud noise. Captain
Jonas thought it was a truck plunging off the Manhattan Bridge.

" [9) Matt Komorowski was out front, getting ready to go home. He and the house watch-
man saw a plane slipping between the buildings. The watchman said into the intercom, “A
plane just hit the World Trade Center.”

[10] Within minutes, the members of Ladder 6 parked their fire truck in front of the tow-
ers. Debris rained down as they hurried into the lobby of 1 World Trade Center. A woman
whose hair and clothes had been melted off passed them. Someone was assisting her. Two
bodies lay on the floor. »

[11] Awaiting their assignment, they saw a shadow on the ground and then heard an
eruption. Captain Jonas said, “Oh my God, they’re trying to kill us.”

[12] They had to begin rescuing people. The men, each carrying about 100 pounds of
gear, entered Stairway B and climbed. People descending cheered them on.

[13] Captain Jonas figured the fire had probably spread as low as the 80th floor. He had
to pace his men or they would be too spent to help. Every 8 or 10 floors they rested.

[14] When they reached the 27th floor, the entire building shook. The other tower had
collapsed.

[15] “OK, if that building can go,” the captain announced, “this building can go. It’s
time to head down.” (To be continued)

(530 words)

#
A Exercise 1

Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the text. Write “T" or “F” on
the lines provided.

1. __ The weary woman would have moved slower without being encouraged to see her children.

2. ____The six men and the woman were protected beneath impassable debris when the north tower
crashed down.

3. ____When Firefighter Matt Komorowski said “There’ s no reason we should be alive,” he conceived

no hope of living.
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4, Captain Jonas was brudent enough to slow down his men because he didn’t want them to go too
far to be self-saved.
5. The captain decided that the north tower would collapse before they reached the 27th floor.

4 )
& Exercise 2

Choose the correct answers according to the text.
1. The six firefighters couldn’t move faster or slower because
A. they were helping a weary woman fleeing ,
B. they were able to coax her along
C. they wanted to be punctual in seeing the woman’s children and grandchildren
D. both A and B
2. In the second paragraph, “precise intersection of " can best be replaced by
A. place where they met with
B. accidental confrontation between
C. result of coming across with
D. timely arrangement between
3. This story is a rare happy one as it is one of
A. bravery B. firefighters C. narrow escape D. six men of Ladder Company 6
4. The firehouse of Ladder Company 6 is likely located .
A. in the World Trade Center B. near the Manhattan Bridge
C. not far from Chinatown D. next to the World Trade Center

5. Before rescuing people, the team presumed to

A. fight fire B. assist a hair-and-clothe-melt woman
C. help others escape D. see to it that a plane had hit the tower
Vocabulary Development
4
& Exercise 1

Match the words in Column A with those similar in meaning in Column B .

Column A Column B

1. rain down a. maintain cool and alert

2. descend b. make a likeness of; predict

3. summon c. impossible to pass, cross, or overcome

4. keep one’s wits (about one) d. scattered remains of sth. broken or destroyed



