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PREFACE

The art of architectural drawing, as a specific tvpe of Chinese paintings. can
be traced back as early as to the Period of Five pynaties (907-—960A. D.). The
historic terminology for architectural drawing was “ruler picture™: the term came
from the fact that an image of a building consisted of mostly straight lines and was
delineated with a ruler. However, the contemporary architectural drawings, con-
structed with scientific projeciion and perspective, was introduced to China from
the Western world during the early twentieth century, along with the contemporary
architectural profession. Ever since, the Western architectural drawing technigues
settled down in the Chinese architectural schools and reached a high lever of sophis-
ticatton.

Since in the past several decades the traditional rendering. has degenerated sig-
nificantly in its birth place—the West, it mav not be exaggerated to state that
China takes the lead in the world in the field of architectural drawing technigues, al-
though we cannot be as confident with our design. so While striving for greater
development in our architectural design. we should make a special effort to maintain
our syperiority in architectural drawing. This is perhaps one of the obligations of
the Chinese architects, expecially architects of the younger generation,

As many capable and fine hands as there might be among Chinese architects. the
truly superb artists are only a handful and Professor Zhang You Xin is certainly one
of them. [ would rather not to comment on his work hut let the reader of this book
to make his own judgement. However. I do like lo sav that my deep appreciation of
Professor Zhang's work has to do with my own attitude toward architecaral draw-
ing: 1 believe that a good drawing should convey precisely the intention of the design
and at meantime create an artistic expression: and. as a result. the architecture
and its representation would compliment each other. On the other hand. I do not \'all‘le
drawings that pursue attractive images at the cost of being honest. nor those made
in a cursory manner as if they were sales posters.

This book includes some of Professor Zhang's watercolor landscape paintings,
which represent the best of its genre. In my opinion, the accomplishment Professor
Zhang has achieved in architectural drawing is built upon his solid watercolor skill.

It reminds me of the early masters of contemporary Chinese architecture. Liang si



sheng, Yang Ting Bao and Tong Jun. All of them were outstanding watercolor paint-

ers and world class architectural renderers at the sametime. Seeing Professor
Zhang's work brings me guite a comforting thought that the fine drawing tradition
of the masters is being carried on.

To make a high guality architectural drawing reguires sensibility and skill:
however, a systemmatic working procesure 1s also nessesary and cannot be subtituted
by a few intuitive decisions. In the book, Professor Zhang reveals his time tested
drawing process step by step. which is more valuable than onlg showing finished
work, especially fo the architecture students. Therefore, this is not only a book
for appreciation and collecting but a textbook for learning and teaching architectu-
ral drawing.

In summary, I consider the publication of the book as an important event that
would further stimulate the development of architectural drawing in Ching and that
of the artistic sensibility of the Chinese architects thus, in turn,  pushing forward

the progress of our architectural design.

Zhang Kai —tsi
Chief Architect of Beijing Institute of Architectural Design And Research.
China's Master of Architectural Desigr{.
Architectural Advisor to the Municipal Government of Beijing.

Vice President "of the Architectural Society of China ( 1980 —1983)

Beijing Decmber, 1991



FOREWORD

The content of this book is limited to the personal _ pursuit of mine in the art
of architectural .drawing, either the techniques or the ideas might be guite idi-
osyncratic. On the other hand, it reflects from a specific angle the experience and
understanding of an architect who has for long engaged in both making and teaching
architectural drawing and rendering. If would bring me tremendous satisfaction, if
the book could be of some help to the reader.

The text unfolds the history of my drawing endeavors and discusses the charac-
teristics, styles and criteria of architectural drawing in general. For the benefit
of the beqinners, I added the parts on technique and process.

Most work included in this volume are gouache produced for certain design pro-
jects, which have dictated the content.” The painting processes of some pieces have
been recorded to meet the pedagogical needs.

Watercolor sketching of buildings has played an important role in my artisfic
growth: It not only prepared me the foundational skills, but also accumulated some
memorable source matelial which may serve as relerence to the reader, Each one of
sketches included is accomanied with a brief written analysis, for the reader to be-
tter understand them.

During the preparation of this book, Mr. Zhang Kai Ji, one of the most promi-
nent architects in China, gave his constructive guidance and wrote the preface. Pro-
fessor Huang Wei Juan, Mr. Jin Bing Xun, senior Architect, Mr. Gao Dong, Lec
turer, participated in the writing and editing of parts of the book. and qave their
valuable opinions. The architectural design of some of my drawings were from the
work of Professors Guan Zhao Ye, Peng Yi Gang, Nie Lan Sheng, Hu De Jun,
Zhang Wen Zhong and Huang We dJuan, who supported my project wholeheartedly, [
am also greatly indebted to Professor Zhong Xunzheng  whose book “ Presentation
of Environment and Technics of Architectural Drawing” provides valuable refer-

ences to me. I like to exprass my deepest appreciation to all the individuals men-
tioned above.

Zhang Yoy Xin
Department of Architecture

Tienjin University

August, 1991
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