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What ' s sitcom?

A sitcom or situation comedy is a television program,
almost always half an hour long, with a regular cast and set
in a regular location which is usually a household or a

workplace.

Although sitcoms occasionally record material on
location, most are filmed or taped in a studio, using multiple

cameras, in front of an audience.

In their production methods sitcoms have more in
common with theatre than film. Whole scenes are performed
in continuous takes in front of the audience and actors must
make entrances and exits just as they do in the theatre.
They must also deliver their performance in concert with
the audience’ s reaction, just as they might on stage. The
similarity with theatre extends even into the dramatic

structure. Indeed a sitcom is essentially a small play.
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