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preface

As you open the book, you will find that this is a fine picture album drawn by Mr Hasbator, a professor of
Inner Mongolia normal institude. It is a foresight handed down from our ancestors to pass on our own cultural
heirtage. It is a great ambition of a Mongolian man to introduce thousand years of nomadic culture to the
world. It is also a sence of responsibility of a teacher to provide reliable materials for scholars to study Mongolian
culture. All these reasons encouraged Mr Hasbator, a non ~ professional painter to publlish this book. To paint
this book, the painter should not only understand Mongolian customs and life, but also should make sustained
efforts. Let us remember his hard work as well as this album.

The author’s original manuscript was all about Mongolian traditional culture with nineteen chapters and
over one thousand brief notes. The editor chose seven hundred among those brief notes and added Chinese
explanations.

Mongolians lived on livestock farming and nomadic culture was a very important part of Mongolian
culture and distinctive from other nations. For example: special housing custom which was suitable for no-
madic life; foods and drinks of animal husbandary; clothings suited for natural conditions; special ornaments for
these clothings; special production tools for animal husbandary. .. As we edit this picture ~album, we divided
all these to twelve different chapters like Five Kinds of Livestocks, Dwelling, Food, Clothing, Omament,
Patterns, Tools, Game and Wrestling, Musical Instrument, Religion, Animal and Plant. But Mongolian land is
so vast and our cultural heritage is so rich that it is impossible for us to cover all. In the other way, different
Places have different accent and things are expressed in different way. To this point, we’d like to announce that all
the names mentioned in this book are originated from Chahar culture which the author knows best.

In order to make this book better, our general editor, Mr Burenbayar and the director of general editing
department, Miss Chichig took in charge of editing this book. They organized a committee whose members
were all scholars of Mongolian traditional study. They discussed about the manuscript many times. Vice
president of Inner Mongolia Traditional Study, Mr Boyanhexig, editor of ”Monggol Language” , Mr Suhe went
over the manuscript at first and gave some valuable comments. Manager of Chinese Religious Committee,
professor of Inner Mongolia University, Mr Zalsan checked and made some approvement about religiion. Professor of
Inner Mongolia Teacher’ s University, Mr Zagar checked the explanations of the pictures and offered many good
suggestions. Professor of Inner Mongolia University, Mr Hegiyelt, Mr Delger, Mr Wagqirbat of Inner Mongolia Art
College also helped us greatly. Here we send special thanks to all these warm hearted people.

This is the first time we edit such picture album about Mongolian culture and there must be some short-
comings. We believe that, with the help of our readers who love Mongolian culture most, these shortcomings will
be mended soon. We hope Mongolian culture will flourish forever.

Inner Mongolia People’ s publishing house
september 1998,
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