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Lesson One .

The Golden Chain®

A fable® is a short story which is not true. It is a
story that teaches us a lesson®. We call the lesson that it
teaches us a moral®. Fables are often about animals, like
the one® about the hare and the tortoise. Have you read
that fable? Which ones have you read? They are not always
about animals, ho?j’fé Here is a Chinese fable. The lesson

we learn from it i§ Mot to be greedy®,

One day a fisherman called Ah Chong set out® in a
small boat he owned®. After he had reached a good place

he knew, he Lgmu‘;d@ Wg line down into the water, There
f"10a

were many hooks with ts to keep them in position®. Ah

Chong intended to leave the line and come back for it in
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the cvening to collect the fish®. Before he had finished
laying it, however, it became yery heavy. It seemed too heavy
to be a fish. He began to hr_;/gvl in the line,

‘I don’t know if there is a fish on the 1line®,’ he thought,
‘but there is something that is very heavy!’

when the hagks began to comie out of the water, he was
astonished®, for thc hooks were holding the links@ of a
heavy gold chain. When he pulled thcm into the boat, more
and more links appcarcd Soon the bottom of the boat was
covered by the shining' links of gold chain that. he had
pﬁlled into the boat. ‘

‘I am very glad that I came here to fish?, he said. ‘I shall
be wealthy. I can sell this chain for a lot of money®, With
the money that I get for it, I shall buy a new fishing boat
with an engine and new lines and nets.I shall buy a big
house. T shall be the' wealthiest man in my village. * '

He hauled® in mote chain but he could not see the end
of it. There was more and  more of the heavy gold chain in
the boat, which sank lower and lowet in the water. »

< shall have two houses.’ he said. I shall build a
palace. I shall be as rich as a king. I shall have jewels® and
silk clothes. I shall have hundreds of servants.’

-He was a greedy man and his greed increased as he

hauled in more and more chain. He was so greedy that be
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did not notice what was happening to his boat®. It was

sinking lower and lower into the water. But Ah Chong could

only see the glittering heap of@gold that was getting bigger

and bigger in the bottom of the boat. He pulled and pulled at

the chain, and as he was pulling, the boat sank to the bottom

of the sea. Ah Chong was drowned®. Because of greed he

lost the gold, his boat and his life,

:
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golden chain ['gouldn tfein] 2%

fable ['feibl] n, 3 Co-
teach one a lesson f—4 SJH )8, BN A DI B,
] FHIE B S R We call the lesson...a moral, 4Jeipy “that it
teaches us” 2 i§ M 47, {545 lesson, '

-like the one about the hare and tortoise (R RRBEEN
BWE)o A EY one BAREMRIA, RBIERIRDL S fable, 2
RIEHES, HABBA one, HFRMM, HEKERA ones, iy
JGHi# —%&) Which ones have you read? ({jik Bh& 8 27)

T E B4 % “The lesson-is not to be greedy (['gri:di] a,
B, AIFEHFK “we learn from it” REW THREMRF which
(3 that) @M, FBIH, THVFEERMEEMN, “not
to be greedy” Rs) AR TR WE WK, fatiE, .
4y “called Ah Chong” Kt k40, fEETE, 5 H a fisherman
([fiforonldn k), BBE: “—AMPTrkfmR", set out # i 7
8, —BME R, FR W, EXERE BE .
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own [oun] v, #, wE

lower ['loua] v, JBc'F; BT, ¥BI%

to keep--in position R EW4, HER “M--FE—EHE L,
float [flout] n. (Y@M BT, BF

hook [huk] n, 4,

leave AP HEBRRHI, MRABEF .

intend [in'tend] v. ME, ITH

collect [ko'lekt] v, W48, R4

A1y “if there ise.on the line” Bzhid know Ms2i% WA, AR
FEREMRD, If RET, BRIRBE,

astonish [as'tonif] v. fHieseeefiiif

link {ligk] n., %3

I can sell this chain for a lot of money, for FEhjshik “#”

IR EARNRIUBEERZFER",

haut [hall v, KA (EED

jewel ['dzwol] n., S/, WEHY

He was so greedy that...to his boat. HhETEMNEG, —B (so+
A1) +thate FIH AL FRRFRT, BEE QM e DB, K
---- BE”y —R what SIHMZIEMD, # notice WEiF,
glitter ['glito] v. IRk, glittering FE 47 HBENA, 12 o
heap [hip] n. —3H,

a heap of e EE B —TFcHErrre”

drown [draun] v. #g--ee.r FEFE, Joveeee EE drowned R p Rk
A, fEERE, TRBHES. DFEENFNAEET ",
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“RELFMRST . XU, REE—EER, RESWLER.
REAWSHEMLAEY. REALELIAL

R~ RN, £HTELEBRE, BYRCELRBK. X
BT, EMRAETHATEG R RS, SRR KT, HI MY
MEHAEB—~HERNEANS T XS TR CERRRE. WA
Wist i 6 T L, ORI LR ST 0N B, BILE TR,
Bt 8 HEFE T |

ERM MR BMMEETRTF. M, UBRHLESN,

Exercises

I.- Choose the best answer by putting a tick in the brackets :

CEHMBEHER, EEFEY)
1. A fable is .
. a short, true story that teaches us a lesson. ¢

a
b. a short, true story about animais.

d. a short, unitrue story with a moral.

)
)
c. a short, untrue story about animals. ¢ )
¢ D
e. a short lesson about animals, ¢ )

2. The lesson we learn from the fable is

a. to be not greedy. C )
b. not to be greed. C )
¢. not to 5: grcedy, ¢ )
d. not to love gold. )
e. do not to love money. . « )

3. Ah Chong didn’t notice that the boat _was sinking,
P ) '
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because ___ .

a. he was looking for more fish. )

b. he was thinking of the money he would
have. ' )
pulling in the chain was hard work. C )

d. the bottom of the boat was covered by the

golden chain. L C )

Fill in the blanks with proper relative adverbs or

relative pronouns (FIEHHRRBARXRREEZE).

1.
2.

A moral is a lesson _ _ a fable teaches us.

Ah Chong went to fish in a place __ he knew
very well, |

One day Ah Chong,  was a fisherman, set out
in a small boat _ he owned. ‘

Is there a place in your city _____you may go to
fish?

At the time ____ the boat was sinking, Ah Chong
was still thinking about the money he would get

for the golden chain.

IIf. Answer the following questions. Your answers should
begin with the words given ([E]%&F i, HLFLE
MR E MR AD

1.

What is the moral of this story?

It teaches us ...
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2. What did Ah Chong set out for?
He set out for .. | '
3. What kind of line did he use?
It was a line with -.. and ..
4. Why did he have floats on the line?
To -« A
5. Why did the boat sink lower and lower in the
water? '

Because -



Lesson Two

The World's Greatest Inventor®

The hundreds of inventions made
by Thomas Edison® include the
electric light bulb, the world’s first
‘talking machine’ — the record-player®,
and the film projector@. Even when
he was a very young boy, he was
always trying to find out how things

worked®. In the passage below®, his

father, Sam Edison, is talking about
him to a friend, Captain Bradley.
~ ‘He is always asking about things, ’*said Sam Edison.
He was proud of his son and pleased to get the chance to
talk about him. ‘I expect he’s gone up to the farm to bother
the people there with his questions. ® |
‘The other week@ he went to the grain store, and climbed

to the top, to watch the grain pouring in. He leant over®
too far and fell in. If one of the men hadn’t seen him and
‘pulled him out, he’d have been killed®'.



The captain laughed. .

‘Then there was the time when I found him up at the
farm, ’ went on Sam Edison. ‘You shbluld have seen the seat
of his trousers®@! I asked him what he’d been doing@. He
said that he ’was siiting on eggs to hatch® out chickens.
Then he asked why he shouldn’t be able to do it if the hén
could!’

‘I bet you couldn’t answer that one, Sam!’ the captain
chuckled.

“Then there was the time he ‘wanted to know how a
bees’ nest in the hedge worked. He looked in and nothing
happened, so he began prodding® with a stick. Just then a
goat came and pushed him into that bees’ nest, and the bees
didn’t like it a bit. You should have seen his face and hands
‘when he came running home®!’ ‘ |

‘That lad will go a long way®,’ the other said. °It’s
good for him to find out things, as long as he does no harm®.’

‘He never does any harm —except to himself and his
clothes’. As he finished speaking, Sam Edison wrinkled® up
" his nose and sniffed®. ‘Can you smell something burning?’
he asked, gétting to his feet®.

‘There’s smoke over there,’ the captain said, and- 'the
two men went into the streét.

‘It seems to .come from the -direction of the farm,
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Why, there’s my son,
running as if there were
a wild animal after
him®.

The ‘wild animal’
was a very angry farmer!

‘Set my farm on fire,
would you? he was
roaring@,

Sam Edison went
into the house and then
came out again with a
very long stick.

‘Why did you do
it?’ he asked in a terrible

voice.

{ b
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‘I wanted to see what would happen,’ answered his son.

‘Come with me, and I'll show you®.’ Sam Edison took

him by the hand® and led him down the street.

)

That is how the world’s greatest inventor was publicly

caned at the age of six in the market place of Milan, Ohio,

in the year 1853.
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inventor [in'vento] n. KBEH#H, KX

Thomas Edison ['temss 'edisn] X5« Bk

record-player n, HIEHL

film projector [film pra'dszekts] n.  H3 AL

., he was always trying to find out how things worked, #%i%
R R W R A — ML i sk — MR S (IR — 3
MREES, RTMAEERER, B HER, RE RER,
In the passage below, - below RE|iHE, FAFIEEE, B
passage, HEN FETH—BIE ",

The other week- &% EX“JLEMN", FRHMMBERH,

leant [lent](& lean [li:n) Byidkit.) v. “)RE,fHim", lean over
BRBGLE e b7 (R G A e B

If one of the men hadn’t seen himee /o085 31H 0 B #ESIE
K, BRGLEHLAHF.

“he’d 2y he would HEHEEBR,

You should have seen the seat of his trousers) s “should + 5
WA ERERN” RN KM, HEER L REERRBE R i
5b, seat AP “BAL” M, TIE“(HETH) BHL" #,

I asked him what he’d been doing, g4 he’d 3% he had #
AR, had been doing Nyt XERATH, FRESER—M
HZHW—EETF4 4.

hatch Theetf] v. 8

prodding 3y prod [prod] WZRAEMA, HEBEH. B

R RD, |

to go a long way RUFM, BN KAMEN. WA HE"
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