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Preface

A foreign student is usually terrified by the sight of a large number
of liangci (measure word) in Chinese. There are not as many as the
Chinese liangci in other languages. Therefore, liangci is a special diffi-
culty for him/her. In addition, there are few books of liangci for him/
her to use as a reference. Chinese Measure Words Without Tears is to
offer him/her a systematic and comprehensive help when he/she studies
liangci and their usages. 187 liangci are included in this book.

Liangci in Chinese can be classified into Zhuanyong liangci,
Jianyong liangci and Linshi liangci. Zhuanyong liangci, e. g. ge, ke,
kuai, pi and zhuang, are sole measure words; Jianyong liangci, e. g.
kou, tou, tai, fang and qun, serve as measure words and concurrently
as other parts of speech; Linshi liangci, e. g. quan, jiao, wuzi and di,
are originally other parts of speech and borrowed as measure words on
some occasions.

This book only covers Zhuanyong liangci and Jianyong liangci.
Linshi langci are not included because they will be learned as other parts
of speech in textbooks.

Apart from measuring, liangci also function to colour the lan-
guage. For example, the liangci “ge” , “wei” and “kou” from “yi ge
ren”, “yi wei xiansheng” and “yi kou ren” are all liangci for a per-
son, however, their usages are different.

For convenience, the main content of this book includes various



meanings of each liangci, phrases under each liangci; example sen-
tences and comparisons between similar liangci. Pinyin and English
translation are added to each phrase and example sentence. The mean-
ings of liangci are also translated. For a comparison of your progress in
liangci, a test is provided before the main content and five sets of exer-
cises are appendixed. In addition, a collocation table of liangci and
their nouns is attached.

For reference, the following are some common usages of liangci.

1. The commonly used ; numeral + liangci + noun; (e.g. “san
liang qiche” three cars)

2. To stress quantity; verb + le + numeral + liangci; (e. g.
“Wo pao le shi quan. ” I have run around the track ten times. )

3. Duplication of liangci for a large quantity or no exception; (e.
g. “Dajia gege jingshen dousou. ” Everyone is energetic. )

4. Duplication of numeral + liangci to show emphasis; (e. g.
“Wo dasuan yidian yidian de zixi yanjiu. ” I intend to study everything
in detail. )

We are grateful for Mr. Hu Hong, Ms. Liu Li, Ms. Lu Xinli,
Ms. Rachael Bedlington ( Canadian) and some other friends who have
offered their help in editing and translating this book.

We appreciate any comments and corrections on this book.

Chu Peiru Jin Nailu
Dec. 2001
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£ ba

1. B FHElFaIE8 A for something with a handle:

F 335 .
[—#7]
[—1#E<%]
(%)
(—#E#H7]
(-8 F)
[—#’'49F]
[—imAR)

yi bd ddo a knife

yi bd san an umbrella

AT L B RN

Ta mei ci chd mén dbu dai zhe yvi ba sin.

She always briugs aun w«brellcg with her whewn she
Zs out .

yi bd chahu a teapot

yi ba yizi a chair

Bl : th FeiX Ui Fae &,

Qing bd zhe ji ba yizi fang huiqu.

Please put these chairs back in place.

yi ba shanzi a fan

Bl RAKR,AXFEHFMAFERS S — BT,
Tiangi tai ré, bangdngshi i méi ge rén shéuli déu
nd zhe yi bd shanzi.

9t was so hot that everyome iw the office was
holding a faw in his hand .

yi bd shdozi a spoon

yi b& yaoshi a key

Bl: —Fe ARk —Ie s,

Yi bd yaoshi kai yi b sud.

A certain key is to a certain lock.
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2. —F ML &M a handful of:
=73 .
[—3E%) yibd mi  a handful of rice
Bl mAALEIR R K,
Lidng ge rén chi fan deéi yao si ba mi.
Four hawndfuls of vice are weeded for two people.
[—iE%) yi b8 hua a bunch of flowers
B AR A e BE AR R LR ER T —Fe it
Jidoybu de shihou, ta zai shanpo shang cdi le yi ba
hud.
She collected a bunch of flowers on the slope at
hev excursion.
[—#8MF] vyibdguazl  ahandful of seeds
[—384E3E]) i ba jidcai a bunch of chives
[—38EF] i bd kuadizi a bunch of chopsticks

3. ATRERKMEY for certain abstract ideas:

7% .
[—3Bk] yi b& hud a fire
Bl — KIUFRL T Rt £F R~
Yi bd hud jihi shdoguang le td de quanbu
jigchan.
The fire alwost burut his everythiug .
[—feEL) yi b& niénji  be getting on in years
Bl BMAELBH, REBRE—RERHA
To

Women zdi jianmian shi, td yijing shi ydu yi bd
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[—#(F) hKR]
[ B4 F]
[F—EF)
(e8]

U S S S U

nianji de rén le.

When we met ecach othev again. he had alveady
gotten on in years.

yi ba ligi be quite strong

B Bk —e AR, R BHET,

Zai shi yi ba ligi, ni jit néng tuidong ché le.
Make an extra effort. you can wove this car.
yi bd hdoshdéu an efficient worker; a skillful
worker

Bl e R E Rt F B —de T, SRR
2,

Ta zai fazhuang sheji fangmian shi yi ba
hadoshdu, niGnnidn dou néng hud jiang.

He is a good haud in fashion design and wins
a prize every year.

di-yT bd shoéu first in command; a person
holding primary responsibility

Bl:AARENAGE —teF EEHFREY
Pk %,

Yinwei ta shi gongsi de di-yi ba shéu,
zhongydo de shi dou yao yéu ta juéding.

As the head of the compawny. he makes deci-
sZoKs ou importaut matters.

yi ba gltou a skeleton

Bl: LRRL AFAMT—RELT,

Ji tiagn ba jian, tG shou de zht shéng xia yi ba
gutou le.

Me has beew veduced to a skeleton sixce 9 saw

3
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him several days ago.

4. BFFHBH{E for any action done with the hand;

7 35 ¥

[Hifb—#8] 1G ta yi ba lend or give him a hand

[##b—32] bang tayi b give him a helping hand
Bl RREHRF—R RRLSERTLET,
Rugud daijia dou bang ta yi bd, ta jiu bu hul bi bu
lio ye le.
9f everyone had givew him a helping hawd. he
would have been able to graduate.

[#%—3EBe] X vyiba lian have a wash of one’s face
Bl AR EKET —RBAE, ERHAREET,
Ta yong liangshui xi le yi bd lidn ythou, juéde
fingshén shudngkudi dud le.
He was brightewed up aftev he washed his face
with the cold water.

3  ban

1. B-F A B for groups of people:
18 3%
[XBEF4E]  zhe ban xuésheng this class of student
Bl ax AL ARBFE L B
Zhé ban xuésheng bi na ban xuésheng ydnggong.
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This class of studewts is move diligeut thaw that

class.
yudn ban rénma the old cast; the former staff

B f R LR BRIAL,
Canjid bisdi de hdi shi yudn ban rénmad.

The same players joined the march.

2.ATEMAITHXZEIZEM T A used to indicate the number of
runs in transportation :

17 3
[ k%]

[ R¥E%)
(—3ean]

1. BEHE—%

¥ iE .

téu ban chée first bus

Bl bR BN Kik , BRF LA KGEE L L,
Ta jia It gongsT tai yudn, meitian z8oshang déu zuod
tou ban ché qu shangban.

His office is so fav away frow his howe that he
must take the first bus to work everyday.

mo bdan ché last bus

yi ban f&iji a flight

Bl EAARR AR~ ek,

Women dou shi zud tong yi ban f&iji 16i de.

We came on the same flight .

¥ ban

HA-—RE edition ;



[ £—kR)
[ENE=4R)

B o T WO T TN e e o0 g0

o&ﬁ‘!‘-ﬂ'l '3’ 24 % e
di-yi ban first edition

yin gud san bdn be printed three times

Bl X R Bt =0k HAET,

Zhe bén sha yin guo san ban,wd ddéu mdi le.

This book has three editions awd 9 have bought
thewm all .

2. M4 — T A —RR page of newspaper :

i iE ;
[ Skhgsri ]

[®£ZhR)

tou ban xinwén front-page news

Bl RE P EREACHORBELERLERS kB #
M,

Jizhé Xigo Wang zul guanxin zii caixié de
wenzhang shifbu chéngwéi téu ban xinwén.

Xiao Wang. the jourwalist. is wost concerwned a-
bout whether his avticle is the first story on
the frowt page.

di-ér ban page 2

Bl &N ERLARKGE R,

Na tiGo xiGoxi déng zai baozhl de di-&r ban shang.

Chat headline is ox page 2 of the newspaper .
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# ban

AFER RRESFH/NEIL petal; segment of garlic or a fruit
etc. ;
F 3 1% .
[FgILE] liing banr suan two cloves of garlic
) R 2 R AR E Rk ML,
Ta zud shénme cai dou xihuan fang liang banr
sudn.
He likes to put some gavlic in the dishes wheu-
ever he cooks .
[rusJLEE/K]  si banr xigua four pieces of watermelon
Bl REZ LT 9MILEA,
WS yijing chi le si banr xigud.

9 have already had four pieces of watermelox.

# bang

BAFAR“B”.“M" t9EE for groups of people, the same as
“qun” or “hud” .
=i 3%
[—®A] yi bang rén  a group of people
Pl AR T —BA,ZREELLY,
NG bian IGi le yi bang rén, shi I6i zhdo Zhang



W mesasase S
xidnsheng de.
Here comes a group of people. They ave lookiug
for Mr. Zhang .

[—8ABX] vyibang péngyou a group of friends
Bl A KA — A kR KA,
Jintian you yi bang péngyou tai wd jia chi fan.
Today a buuch of frieuds of wine will come to
have a dinuner in my house .

[—#3®#&)] vi bang giangddo a gang of robbers
BT WK, See “hud”.

¢, bao

AFRBMZET (for things) package; bundle:
i
[—aHE] yi bdo yan a pack of cigarettes
Bl R E LN E—GE,
Ta kdudai It zong fang zhe yi bao yan.
He always has a pack of cigavettes in his pocket .
[—a) yi bdo téng a packet of sugar
[—8%M®] yibdo dongxi a parcel
Bl Tk Ffeik b K B T4k,
Xilo Wang rang wo bd zhé bao déngxi jido gei ni.
Xiao Waug asked me to pass this parcel to you .
[—8X%] vyibao dami a sack of rice
[—84%F] vibdo binggan a pack of biscuits
8
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#* Dbéi

#5534 generation, order of seniority in the family or clan; position
in the family hierarchy .
=i 3
[ /h—2E]) xiGio yi béi one generation junior
Bl FNAEGFRERER B, BEEI—F,
Wdmen lid de nidnji suirdn chabudud,dan wo bl ta
xido yi béi.
Although we are almost at the same age. 9w oxe

generation his juwior.

#-F Dbeéizi

$5—4 all one’s life, lifetime:
g ih
[iX¥EF] zhe béizi this lifetime; all one’s life
[ TE£F] xia béizi afterlife or next life
Bl 2R TETFABERXE,
Danyuan xia beizi zdn lia haishi fagf.
9 wish to be your wife [ husband even afterlife.
[—%7F] yi béizi all one’s life
Bl AL —E T LB RELK,
Zhe zhodng jihui yi beizi y& yubuddo ji ci.



X Sk ER
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This type of opportuwity you won't weet wany

times in your life.

A bén

RATFH XM for books,parts of a serial, etc. :

i 3E

[ BA&$]) wi b&n shi  five books

[—Z&m) yi bén zhang an account book
Bl X EFAFEBEERIET 3 VR, s EH— K
R
Zheé i nian wei xué dianndo daodi hua le dudshao
qian, ta xinli you yi bén zhang.
How wuch woxey has beew spent on learniug comput-
er? She has hev owwn account .

[—Z/NiE)] i bén xiloshud a novel
Bl &MBmRERAZTT— KD,
W& yong ling tian shijian kanwdén le yi bén
xitioshuo.

9 finished a wovel iw two days.
[®WZ&Fs] lidng bén ziditn two dictionaries

B X A AR R R A,
Zhe lidng be&n zididn dou shi bijido changyong de.

Both of these two dictionaries are pretty practi-

cal.
[=X¥%] san bén yingji three photo albums

10
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%ﬁ:muﬂﬂ.” o See “Cé”.

% bi

1. BF &k 5& DA XH) for sums of money, financial accounts,
debts, etc. :
7 i
[—£%] yi bi qién a sum of money
Bl AT HERAXEREHE,
W0 ddsuan yong zhe bi gidn mai liang che.
g plan to buy a cav with this fuwd.
[—&&) yi bi zhai a debt
Bl AR R K — Lk, A 2 MR EFT
NI hdi qgian wo vyi bi zhai, shénme shihou néng
huénqing?
You own me a debt . Whew can you clear it of£?
[—%%A] vyibishéuru an income
[—%x%xH] vibizhichd an expenditure
#l: 2T 3Bt R - XKLL BH,
Wigian kudi giagn dui wo yé shi yi da bi zhichi a.
5.000 Yuan is a great expense to me.
[—4%3X5E] vyi bi maimai a deal
Bil: A K Kk — L L £ LRBK,
Jintian wo lign yi bl mdimai y& méi zuochéng.

9 have done wo business at all today.

11



