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Irone

Present Verb Forms
Setting the Context

previewing How do you usually feel during your first few days at a new school? Share your
the ideas and experiences while answering these questions about the picture.

passage

Who are these people, and where are they?

» Describe the two young men in the center of the picture. What problem
does one of the students have? How will he solve it?

STEVE:
MIGUEL:

STEVE:

MIGUEL.:

STEVE:

MIGUEL.:

STEVE:

THE FIRST DAY

Do you need some help? You seem lost.

Thanks, 1 am lost! I'm looking for the foreign student office. Can you
help me?

Sure, I'm going near there. Do you want to come with me? By the way,
my name'’s Steve. What’s yours?

I'm Miguel.

Where do you come from, Miguel?

I'come from Colombia. I’'m here to study architecture. Are you from
here? '

No, I’'m not from Madison. I'm from Canada. from Toronto. I started
college in Canada, but I'm finishing my degree here.

Mosaic [| « Grammar



MIGUEL: What are you studying?
STEVE: ['m majoring in engineering. I'm taking a lot of computer courses now.
They’re very crowded this semester.
MIGUEL: Do you live in a dorm?
STEVE: No, I don’t. I'm here with my wife and baby daughter. We have an
apartment on the other side of town. Where do you live?
MIGUEL: I was in a hotel, but I'm moving into Meyer Dormitory this afternoon.
sTEVE: There’s the foreign student office. Good luck!

discussing What is Miguel looking for? What is Steve majoring in? What are
ideas dormitories? Are you living in one now?

A. The Simple Present Tense

The simple present tense can describe habits, routines, or events that happen
regularly. It can also express opinions or make general statements of fact.
uses examples notes
Statements of Fact | go to City College. Time expressions such as
He goes to City College. the following often
Opinions | like my classes. appear with this tense:
He doesn‘t like his classes. always, every day,
in general, never, often,
Regular Events, | have classes every day from g/ ¢
Habits, or 9 to 3. r:;rlre y. sometimes, usu-
Routines He has classes two days a week. | &7
The Verb Be
forms affirmative statements negative statements
Long Forms | am a student. | am not a teacher.
She is at the college. He is not at the college.
We are in the library. They are not in the library.
Contracted I'm here. I'm notthere.
Forms She's here. He isn‘t there.
We're in the library. They aren’t in the library.
guestions possible answers
Yes/No Am | late? Yes, | am. No, I'm not.
g;.'lestrzns and Yes, you are. No, you aren’t.
ort Answers Is she at the college? Yes, she is. No, she isn’t.
Are they in the library? Yes, they are. No, they aren't.

Chapter One ¢ Education and Student Life




