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Penjing (including bonsai) is originated and

developed in China that represents an old culture

and excellent traditional art. Penjing contains literature

and aesthetics and merges horticulture and modeling gardening.
Penjing being an integration of many disciplines including plant
cultivation, morphology and physiology is a multidisciplinary
science and art. Penjing provides a colouful picture that looks
entirely natural. Penjing is created based on plant and stones taken
from nature. After special training the materials used in penjing
become a miniature landscape that lets people enjoy four season's
scenery. The natural mountains, fantastic cliffs, rivers, lakes as
well as fishermen or cowboys are vividly condensed in a

penjing piece. Every viewer who enjoys penjing

must have a feeling of pleasure.
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Chinese art of penjing has many means to

condense natural landscapes, especially the approach

of 'One Inch Dragon', which turns natural landscape into a
miraculously small miniature. It is a perfect combination of
natural beauty with man made charm. The penjing art inspired
by nature, surpasses nature. The penjing art attracts people
through its pure and simple lines, naturalness, elegance,

serenity and beauty in severe austerity. Penjing may have

scenes of four seasons. That's why people praise Chinese art of
penjing as "Soundless poem and three dimension picture”,
"Live art sculpture” and "Top art". The traditional penjing has
its long history of development. Thousand-year long evolution
makes penjing brilliant that contains rich suggestions, feelings,
emotional makeup and loftiness of spirit

of Chinese nation towards nature.

Chinese art of penjing has its different styles and schools,
which are formed during long history. For instance,

the penjing of Yangzhou city is famous for its "Cloud
Imagination", Anhui Province for its

"Swimming Dragon" and Lingnan school

(Guangzhou city) for "Clip and Grow" etc.

The various schools of penjing art through their special

means create perfect masterpieces. The training of

plant shape has to be performed in accordance with its
natural forms and the conditions of stumps. Too strong
artificial training should be avoided. With development of
penjing art more and more new creations are booming.

It is of great importance for penjing art to deal

properly with relationship between

innovation and inheritance.

Chinese art of penjing as a national

treasure of culture provides means for people to

improve residential environment, and recreation. Having
penjing you have your own nature at home. It is believed that
with development of penjing art more and more families in
China will have a genuine pleasure of harmony with nature.
Let's enjoy the harmony between nature and human.

Shao Zhong
May 2001
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Penjing in China has a long history.

Like other kinds of Chinese art penjing is featured

by its beauty and elegance. Penjing is a result of ingenious
combination of plant cultivation and gardening.

that integrates multiple arts of rocks,

plants, gardening and painting.

Some four thousand years ago Chinese

ancients had the forms of "Jade Plaything" and "Stone
Plaything”. Cultivation of decorative plants in China originated
from ancient gardening. especially miniature landscape creation.
There were in existence Yaotai Dais (Jade Dais) for Xia Dynasty
(21 century B.C.), Lutai Dais (Deer Dais) for Shang Dynasty
(17 century B.C.) and Lingtai Dais (Spirit Dais) for Zhou
Dynasty (11 century B.C.). According to a record of Shi Ji
(Historical Records) written by Sima Qian in Western Han
Dynasty (104-91 B.C.) the emperor Han Wudi ordered

to build a pond named "Taiye Pond" and "Three Rock Hills
(Penglai, Fangzhang and Yingzhou)". Tang Dynasty

(618-907 A.D.) was a period with developed society,

therefore, penjing art had a relatively fast

development. In this period a lot of written

notes on penjing were kept.

Both royal and ordinary families

had penjing for playing.

During Song Dynasty (690-1279 A.D.)




the penjing art reached a high level. The scenes
expressed in penjing were created by trained plant

in addition to rock arrangement.

It was named as a "Tree Penjing”. People added

water to penjing pot to form a "Pot Plaything". Su Dongpo,
the very famous poet of Tang Dynasty wrote: "A stone
was in my hand when going home,

then [ employed it in water, it seemed I had both East
China Sea and a mountain at home and

watched them every day ".

It proved that the penjing art

then reached a stage of mature.

The emperors of Yuan Dynasty (1206-1368 A.D.)

ignored literature and art. But a monk named Yun Shangren
after his travel to famous mountains and rivers created his
penjing art with a very specific nature. It called Xiezijing
(Little Child Scene). His masterpiece exerted an

influence to the future development especially in

creation of microcosmic landscape

During Ming Dynasty

the national economy and culture (literature, painting €tc.)

had a good development, therefore both gardening and

penjing reached a high level. A lot of books on theory and
operation guidelines appeared. During Qing Dynasty only
emperors Qiantong and Jiaqing paid greater attention to penjing.
During late period of Qing Dynasty due to foreign invasion and
civil wars the penjing art was on wane. In 1949 (the People's
Republic of China was founded) and onwards Mr. Zhou
Shoujuan, the famous penjing master, undertook

quite intensive activities of penjing art and

enjoyed nation-wide reputation. His valuable

experiences and skills have been appreciated and

recognized by whole nation. Since then more and more

penjing artists have created a lot of penjing

pieces with different styles of various schools.
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