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Preface

As we all know, 29.4 percent of the questions in HSK are made up of the
Listening Comprehension, so the Listening Comprehension is one of the most
important parts in HSK; at the same time it is also the most difficult part for the
students.

Most of the students will buy one or several simulation test books and spend a lot
of time to prepare for the listening test, but in most cases, the results are not very
satisfying. The students can only acquire fragmentary language knowledge from the
simulation tests, because the combinations of the language knowledge would
always be endless, the test questions are ever changing. No matter how many
simulation tests the students have finished, they still feel nervous and puzzled
during the time of the real test they will take.

Maybe all the students who want to take the HSK test would like to ask: "Are
there any ways for me to succeed in doing the HSK Listening Comprehension after
a couple of months-preparation? "

Yes, there is one. It is the analysis of the question patterns.

Once the students know the rule of a question pattern, they can predict what kind
of trick is in this question and know how to deal with it. Even the students whose
listening ability is poor, can make a correct choice. For example:

If the students know that the four options of the Relation Pattern are all the words

showing the relations between people, the questions raised are -+« B ax
#? 7 , and there are often some hints in the recordmg, they will choose the right
option effortlessly

ALy eserereresererisennienenenans .

| ;TP BHLIFreeeccecees .

): WEREIP AN A R4 4K K? (A typical question of the Relation Patter)
A. RKFE

B. Rk
C. BBk
D. RF%FE

(The Answer of this question is A.)

Suppose a student can only understand one word from the record, “#HIT” ,
he can still make the right choice, because “#I1F” means a couple, which is
the key of the above question. So the two speakers must be discussing something
that happened between a couple.
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Once the students grasp the question patterns, they will find out that all the
listening questions are just the different combinations of these patterns, and any of
the listening questions will sound familiar and be very easy to deal with.

It is just like catching a thief. When you don’t know what the thief thinks, you
cannot judge which way he will go, and have to run after him. In this way, it is very
difficult to catch the thief. However, if you can read the thief’s mind, you can wait
for him at his destination.

The question patterns are rather hard to summarize and analyze, since we cannot
depend on one or two simulation test books, but on a large amount of scientific
analysis and statistics. Thus, we collected 3500 questions from HSK sample tests
and all the simulation test books published by the five publishing houses. Then we
classified and studied all these 3500 questions.

Finally, we found eighteen question patterns which frequently appear in the first
and second parts of HSK Listening Comprehension, including Numeral Pattern,
Time pattern, Enumeration Pattern. Relation Pattern, etc.. We also found five
paragraph types in the third part of HSK Listening Comprehension, including long
dialogue, story, exposition, news survey, and argumentation.

Then we explained the symbols, rules, and skills of each question pattern in detail.
All the explanations are simple and easy to understand, as well as being quite
effective. .

To help students understand the rules of the pattern more deeply and thoroughly,
we have supplied some simulation questions after the explanation of each pattern,
and all these questions belong to the same pattern.

The students have to remember that it is more important to do the exercises of the
same pattern than to do a complete simulation test. The best way to grasp the rules
of the pattern is to do the exercises of the same pattern over and over. The thorough
understanding of the patterns guarantees a high score for the students, whose
listening comprehension skills are weak.

We supply two complete listening simulation tests, so that students can estimate
their listening ability. -

We believe this book can help the students, especially students who are not very
confident in their listening ability, to get a much higher score in the HSK Listening
Comprehension.

Writer
November 2001
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