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Bathrooms In America

Americans are particular about their toilets. Every house has more
than one, each facilitated’ with a tub’ , a water closet and a
washbasin.  No tub is installed in case the toilet adjoins the Parlour.
What i1s amusing about the American toilet is that it is invariably
called “bathroom”. Every water closet is fitted with a small exhaust
fan and in the main one there is usually a scale to weigh oneself.

Americans set sirict demands on the tidiness and tastefulness of
their bathrooms, no less strict than on those of their kitchens and
bedrooms. Inside the bathroom, utensils are properly clean; the whole
room is brightly lit—up and the walls are hung with handicrafts®.
Chinese Americans in this respect, naturally do as the Romans do. In
the morning both my daughter and granddaughter were in a husty to
go to office and school, while I often, snatching at the break when my
daughter was bathing in the tub behind the glass—glazed door and her
child washing at the washbasin, discussed daily chores with them,
taking my seat on the flannel* —covered toilet. At this moment, the
bathroom became a family meeting room and we felt nothing vulgar
about this but something homely and entertaining.

Individually built toilets are rare in public places except at the
seaside or in densely—wooded parks with a large expanse of glass.
Toilets in public places are in  geners) attached 10 a given
incorporation and are built into the main structure. It is stipulated®
for example, that at least one toilet is required for a gas station, a
midway resting place by the expressway, a restaurant or snack—bar. a
department store, not to speak of those for conference halls, office
buildings. exhibitions and scenic spots. Some public water closets are

even provided with special cells for the handicapped. All public water
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closets are not equipped with bath facilities and are called “restroom”,
the fromt walls of which are invariably hung with conspicuous
silhouettes® of men and women so as to make sure that nobody goes
the wrong way; the inner facilities are in no way inferior to those in
the pay toilet in mainland China; the toilet are set in cells with bolt-
on doors; toilet paper, liquid soap and towels are supplied free;
sanitary’ conditions are always well -kept there and I was never
embarrassed by tap—water failure or closet blocking. This is partly due
to the fact that Americans cultivate® from childhood the habit of
taking care of public utilities, and that these toilets are under the
charge of an incorporation concerned and their conditions have a
direct bearing on its successful performance. Chinese students, starting
on an odd job in a restaurant there, are often harshly’ scolded by
the boss for their negligence in cleaning the toilet. The boss will rip
out, “If customers get sick of our messy toilet, how can we do any
business?”

At first 1 was always on the alert against such public water
closets for fear that I'd confract® skin diseases. My daughter said,
however, that she had never heard of such cases. Once at Chicage
Airport | found the toilet-seat covered with a plastic sheeting; the
moment the flank button was pressed, the sheeting would jump off and
be placed by a new one. [ could not help marveling at the novelty of
the design.

Repairmen bring with them portable toilets while engaged in the
maintenance of expressways or other construction sites, where no
accommodation” is available. The portable” toilet is shaped like a
frame which is big enough to hold ene persen, with a direction wheel
attached to it at the bottem. There are also toilets in long—distance
buses. In U.S., unlike the case in China, toilets on the train never
allow night soil to be released on the tracks. But toilets of this kind
smell somewhat, and that’s understandable, for there is not enough

water and conveniences to clean them.
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T, hE
What is WTO?

WTO not only means World Trade Organization, but World Toilet
Organization. THE WORLD OF TOILETS CONGREGATE IN SINGA-
PORE IN NOVEMBER 2001. World Toilet Summit opens in Singapore
on the 19th November 2001 with heartwarming success. The summit
event saw delegates from all over the world attending conferences, ex-

perts’ forums, seminars, toilet exhibitions, network meetings and amaz-
ing 1toilet tours. '
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