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A Before Reading

1 Do you think that the air is getting dirtier and the world is
getting hotter than before ?

2 Is the sky as blue as several years ago? Can you say something

about the air today?

My Notes:







The land where we live, the air that we breathe and the seas that
cover 70.8% of our planet are in danger. They are in danger due
to us.

« he air is full of our car fumes and the land has more and
more people living on it. It is this combination of technology
and population that is damaging our environment. The dangers
are known, but many people think that too little is being done to
protect our planet.

Each day the newspapers carry environmental stories about
how fish are dying in the seas, how the air is getting dirtier and
how the world is getting hotter, etc. This book discusses these
environmental problems. 1t explains what they are and why they

have occurred.

1

Population

Many people think that of all the dangers that threaten the Earth,
the biggest is human being. Each year the number of human
beings on the Earth increases. We belong to the most successful
category of animals that live on land, but our population is too
big.

Every minute of every day 247 babies are born, but only 105
people die. This results in the world population rising by 142
every minute, or over 73,000,000 every year! This is almost
twice the number of people living in England, and in 10 years it

will be the same as the population of India.

3




Science has taught us how to grow more food and better medi-
cal care has allowed us to live longer. As a result, between 1800
and 1900, the population increased by 600 million. However,
betgeen 1900 and 2000 it increased by over 4,000 million.

To work out exactly by how much the population of a coun-
try will rise, it is important to know three things: the average age
at which people have children, the average of how many chil-
dren they have, and the average of how long they live. If the
number of babies born equals the number of deaths, then the
population will stay the same. It will be stable. In many western
countries this situation already exists. The populations of Europe,
Canada and the USA have all stopped rising. In these countries
people usually have smaller families and wait until they are older
before having more children again.

When the number of babies born is higher than the number
of deaths, the population rises. This happens in countries where
there is a need for large families. With three or more children per
family the population grows faster and faster. As each genera-
tion of children grows up there are more parents than before.
More parents mean more children and when these children
become parents the population will rise by an even larger amount.
In some countries this has resulted in thé population doubling in
less than 17 years.

Unfortunately, there are only a few countries that have stable
populations, while those in many countries continue to rise. It is
because of this that the world is in danger of being over-populated.

Today, the world population is about 5,300 million. In 100



