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Remarks on this Publication

Houses are a building type especially susceptible to the effect of those factors that
shape the living environment of occupants such as climate, natural features and the culture
of everyday life. In addition, industrial technology, a factor that is more universal in
character, must also be taken into account. Furthermore, the involvement of an architect
in the design means that individual values are expressed. How should a JIA publication
present the circumstances in which residential design took place in Japan during the last
20 years of this century? Editorial discussion focused on that point from the start, and it
was decided at a relatively early point that the planning and editing should be all done by
the JIA, the publication should deal with works of architects who are JIA members and
an English translation should be added for the benefit of overseas readers. However,
discussion of the specifics took many twists and turns, and much time was required
before a final decision was reached.

In this series we decided to focus mainly on the “site” in order to point out the
relationship between residential design and the progressive subdivision of lots in urbanized
areas in Japan. That subdivision is the product of an enormous gap between the price of
land in cities and land prices in general, which in turn is the result of the powerful
attachment the Japanese have to land. In view of the curious, continued preference of the
Japanese for detached houses, despite the evolution of detached houses from one-story
buildings to two or even three-story buildings, and the fact that, for some reason, the
Japoanese law regulating buildings is tailored to individual lots, it seems safe to say that
the distinctive configuration of residential lots in Japan is a factor having an important
bearing on residential design in this country and reveals an aspect of Japanese culture
having to do with land. Japanese houses and streetscapes are difficult to understand
unless the ideas of residential design are considered against the background of a living
environment made up of such lots. The arrangement of the works in order of lot size and
the inclusion of neighborhood environments in site plans are intended to help the reader
take such living environments into consideration in judging the success of these residential
designs.

We also examined construction methods in a technological sense, environments
including the establishment of harmony with surrounding areas, and styles. However,
these three factors are interrelated in a complex way and difficult to treat separately in
three volumes. The editors decided therefore to ues thoes factors to characterize the
approaches to residential design taken by ten selected architects throughout their careers.
The individual works of residential design are thus presented in a temporal context,

enabling readers to gain a fuller understanding.

THE JAPAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
July, 1998 the editorial conference of The Creation of Dwellings by Architects
coordinator Shln_]l Tsunenobu



EEHE

]]II

6 H ARSI, 18 “Kao hao” U4 “#rk” 5 “Tik” wWA#IA. I
ANINA, < LI A TRMEERT 28, fi “Haik” WIRRRRA, “fas Ak, M
BRI, RO AR T HERIE L, A RRAIR h & 3L

FEFA 13 W 2R AL IR XA T R B, {FLLE PRER A B U HR WL 2 R R
HHA R KLLMD Rt ZE R, HIRENA, i E ek
A W VF R R A F AL 1A TR TR TSR, 8%, ax FUg i
i d. IRAERARF L ES AN, /£ 0 AR AR D, R
B IS PR MR, AELLERR. AT RSB, R e e B
AFERIA RS, M5 A — AN R AT HE R I T . X SBUR F U0
800, QASHBURR MR - RN R AR SR E,

ABEA (EERIESEY F 1 ESLUBCHERS, LL g A
WL EIES . AT RENRIRS R LR, i) *J{i; WY S -3 RS T LR,
NBE, fER I SAXANBEZ. BT, FHEERE LIER g8 Er)
FRAEE T

S, VRS AR TR TIA JEIENAE SR, DA AN A HES .

kg REEEE

1998 477 A



Concerning this Volume

A building that seems to us clearly Western in design often seems very Japanese to
Western architects. [ believe we see things differently because we take an approach
basic to traditional Japanese culture, one in which we start with form instead of content.
The stance we assume, that is, the way we present ourselves, even unselfconsciously, is
a fundamental concern in Japanese life, as can be seen in the martial arts or in the art of
the tea ceremony. In the case of architectural design, the approach generally taken is first
to develop the overall form or appearance-i.e. to synthesize expression and a structure
supportive of that expression-and then to refine the individual elements. This corresponded
to the modernist approach, which accounts for the high regard in which the works of
Japanese architects were held at one time.

The idea of “stance” or “ bearing” was the theme of this volume entitled * The
Creation of Dwellings by Architects” and is the basis on which the works were selected.
However, the idea was interpreted broadly in order to arrive at a wide range of works.
Some of the works therefore may not fit precisely into the above frame work, but, taken

together, the buildings do reflect the intention of the editors.

July, 1998 Ediror - Saito Takahiko
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Consideration of Build Systems

ioletbashiva. The daikokubashiva s

One of the terms symbolic of Japanese houses is da
a column characteristic of a traditional Japanese wood ing method of southert
most important column, since it was located at the center of the main beam suppo
| bore the entire weight of the roof. The perimeter colunms were freed of
openings could be arranged relatively freely because
1 T-shaped structure. This made it possible to create

climate. The collapse of the daikokubashira inevitably

the master of the house was also referred to

he burden of the root
the daikokubashie served as the central axis «

1 style of house suitable for the Japanese
the collapse of the house. For that reason,

as a d )
hod of Japanese houses evolved through

Roughly speaking. the construction met
R ¥ s
;\ i\ i.*'lli'.il

mixture of a closed framing method of northern

refinement of a
ning method of southern lineage dis

in the so-called gassho-znkuri, and the fri
datkolubashira.
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“House in Nipponbashi” was built on an
extremely small plot of land in downtown
Osaka. Measuring 2.5m, the facade of the build-
ing fills the entire front of the site. The house is
13 m deep, ard the lower three floors were kept
as low as possible. This construction is topped
by the upmost floor, where the dining room is
located. With a 6 m-high ceiling, the dining
room occupies as much as two-thirds of the
plan ; the remaining third of the depth is filled
by a terrace as an open-air space. As a result,
the structure enjoys a sense of vertical exten-
sion as well as horizontal extension on its
narrow site. The building considers two main

- topics. One is the verticality of urban life. The

other is the creation of a floating living space
(the top floor), separated from the din of the
street and close to Nature. For all this, no more
was needed than a few square meters of terrace
space and just 30 square meters of building
space, including the generous dining room.
‘What 1 tried to do in designing this house was to
give new meaning to the concept of a rooftop
garden.
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%1 / view towards the staircase from the tatamiro

MIEEH | / the staircase looking down
from 3rd floor
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