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Preface

If there is anyone who can be singled out as a pioneer
in the Chinese art circle in Hong Kong in the early 20's, I
would certainly take Prof, Pau Shiu Yau, Far back in
those days, there was indeed nothing like a decent art
school, still less any art exhibition ever being held in Hong
Kong, and as far as 1 can recollect, he was the first art-
ist ever held a one-man exhibition covering his work done
in Japan after graduation there when 'he returned to the
Solony, .

Prof, Pau established the Lai Ching Art College since
he came to Hong Kong in 1928, and for the past 40 odd
years of teaching many an artist has been under his train-
ing. It was when I invited him to conduct a Chinese
Painting class for Furopean menbers of the Hong Kong
Art Club in 1936 that I began to know him since when
we becam: friends.

Besides teaching, Prof. Pau has been prolific in his
painting, and in particular :

Firstly, during the years'1937 to 1941 he completed a
series of 25 Chinese figure paintings illustrating Po Loh
Tien's well-known poem '""Song of Long Repentance" re-
lating to the tragic life of Lady Yang Kuei Fei, concubine
of the T'ang Emperor, Ming Huang ;

Secondly, between 1942 and 1944 he produced a ser
ies of ' One Hundred Popular Spots of China ' to celebr-
ate the liberation of China from Japanese occupation in
1945; and :

Thirdlv,during the period 1945 to 1947 he again produced
yet another series of 39 figure paintings portraying the bro-
therhood of "' Water Margin ', a well -known Chinese novel.

As a professor of Chinese Art, Prof, Pau has written
numerous articles and crituques besides giving lectures to
various local art clubs, Japanese Clubs, the British Council
, Sino-British Club and other institutions.

Through his 60 years exprience and practice in Chin-
ese Art, he has completed this important work ""How to App-
reciate the Masterpieces in the Old Palace " in which he



elaborates his analysis of each painting with his eloquent
writing, From this book, one can obtain a clear outlook
of the tradition of Chinese Art, based on a wide and com-
prehensive reference of Chinese Art books published from
time to time througwout the centuries . Indeed, the en-
tire book took him two solid years to complete, and to
those who are seriously interested in Chinese Art I have
no hesitation to recommend it.

HONG KONG lst June 1972,
' LUIS CHAN

Chairman
Hong Kong Art Club and

Chinese Contemporary Artists' Guild,
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