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Kissinger (excerpts)
by M. Kalb & B. Kalb

Henry Kissinger arrived in Washington at a ripe mo-
ment internationally. ®The United States and the world, he
recognized , were in a fluid, transitional period. For the first
time, the nuclear superpowers were beginning to appreciate
the limits of their own power® and the need to find some
way of reducing tensions. And the other fellow’s increasingly
bigger bomb wasn’t the only convincing reason;® wherever
Kissinger locked, he saw significant changes taking place
within countries and among countries.
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To Kissinger, these changing facts of international life
added up to a unique moment in history. He regarded timing
as critical. “Opportunities can not be hoarded; once past,
they are usually irretrievable,” he once wrote. When to
act, not only what to do , became a cardinal feature of his
diplomatic style. ®He shurtled to and from everywhere, tena-
ciously trying to exploit the moment of opportunity. ® And,
operating in the dangerous but potentially productive area
between new hopes for peace and old fears of extinction, he
helped promote policies@ that would be widely regarded‘ as
an effort to create a more relaxed, if still well—arméd,
world. ®
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Not that everything he touched turned to gold. ®

More than one of his heralded agreements, when scruti-
nized in the cold light of dawn, appeared to lose some of
their glow. ®His penchant for secrecy and surprise kept a
number of America’s allies out in the cold. ® His virtuoso
style of diplomacy during the first Nixon term left the State
Department demoralized and Congress just another specta-
tor. PEven his Nobel Prize was challenged By some critics as
premature, a bad joke, particularly since Vietnam was still
at war.
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