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Unit 1 English and Its Morphology

Why do you have troubles in accumulating your vocabulary?
How much do you know about synonyms?
What do you go to a dictionary for?

Can you find at least 22 passive structures out of the text?

Why did W. Somerset Maugham advocate lucidity, simplicity and euphony in writing?

Text Enlarge Your Vocabulary Smartly

The English alphabet contains 26 letters used to form words which are adopted to make
sentences. What has been overlooked is that a word can be taken apart just as if it were a me-
chanical gadget. If you pay attention to do this, it changes your entire approach to vocabulary.
Suddenly the mystery of where words come from, the difficulty of memorizing them, the both-
er of immediately having to look up the definition of an unfamiliar word, vanishes.

Moving downwards beyond the word we pass from syntax into morphology or word forma-
tion which is essential for one to enlarge one’ s reading vocabulary scientifically but has been
overlooked. Morphology studies or describes word formation including conversion, compound-
ing and derivation or affixation. In fact, almost all the words made of more than six letters
may turn out to be a derivation or a compound. @

A derived or affixed word is formed by at least two morphemes®. Morpheme is a word de-
rived from the Greek root “morphe” meaning “form”. Morpheme is the smallest, indivisible
meaningful unit in a language. We may also take morpheme as a meaningful linguistic unit that
can not be further separated if the meaning of it is to be kept. Morpheme may refer to a word
like “pass, sure” which may be called a stem or a bound form like “-rupt-, -struct” which is a
root. Many words are to be formed around a stem, a base or a root which always reveals the es-

sential meaning of the word formed with it.

@ alphabet—F & #; syntax—H] B ; morphology—i8 H; conversion—¥% # % ; compounding—% & ¥ ; derivation or
affixation—IR A= BN %
® morpheme—1A &



A morpheme may also be a prefix or a suffixPwhich consists a letter or a group of letters
habitually added before or after a root or a stem respectively. A prefix is normally good at modi-
fying or giving change to the word meaning. For example: the prefix “uni-” from Latin mean-
ing “one” is added to quite a lot of words to derive “unicorn, unicycle, uniform, unilateral,
unilayer, unimodal, universe:+-”; another Latin prefix “dis-” has been put before “appear,
guise, honest, inherit, like, mount, qualify, regard, -rupt-, tract,*-*” to offer us the derived
words “disappear, disguise, dishonest, disinherit, dislike, dismount, disqualify, disregard,
disrupt, distract,--+”, all having the negative meaning born by “dis-".

A number of prefixes have “disguises” spelled in a somewhat different way, which is prob-
ably for the sake to facilitate or easy the pronunciation. Have you ever noticed while checking
up the dictionary how many stems and roots are preceded® by “co-, col-, com-, con-, cor-”
each being a disguise or variant® of the prefix “con” meaning “together”. The triple originated
“in-" which conveys the meaning of either “into” or “negation” often appears in one of its vari-
ants “ig-, il-, im-, ir-”. Another example is the prefix “sub-" from Latin with its disguises
“suc-, suf-, sug-, sum-, sur-, sus-  which means “under, beneath, below; secondary, subor-
dinate; less than, imperfectly or secretly” all the time.

Suffixes are words or morphemes added to the end of words or word roots to change or add
to the meaning or to change the tense or part of speech. Most of them are borrowed or inherited
from Greek or Latin. Knowing them will not only save your energy in memorizing words but
also help you make intelligent guesses about the meanings of words you may not know. For ex-
ample, if you remember that suffixes “-ant, -er, -or; -ian; -ist” may all mean “one that is or
does; one that is from *-+; one who believes in ***”, you will easily guess in your quick reading
the meanings of words like servant, inhabitant, buyer, creeper, professor, operator, Asian,
Alfrican, socialist, realist, internationalist, etc. Have you ever realized that the English suffixes
“_s and its disguise -es, -ed, and -ing” are tripling the verbs and duplicating the nouns that you
have learned ? Think of it ! But don’t be greedy. Don’t corn word arbitrarily®. Morphology
reveals the wits of human in history and the formation of words always matches the prevailing
thought and the power of imagination® then.

There is a striking and basic difference between human beings and animals, that is: Man
is able to imagine something that he saw or experienced but an animal can not. To imagine
means to make images and to move them about inside one’s head in new arrangements. Among

all the important images for human beings, words are the most abstract symbols. All the words

prefix—AT 48 ; suffix— 7 4% ; affixation—n. @)% , v. affix

precede—v. i T8 , 55 s n. precedence, adj. precedent

disguise or variant—728 & , 281

arbitrarily—{F &Y, LW ;n. arbitrary

imagination—A8 % , K 71, €35 J7 ; v. imagine, ad]. imaginable, imaginary

image—n. &, B ;See one’s image in the mirror. & T B ¥, He often speaks in images. fbiffiE B RBES . v.
ffiee.ees A% ; The clouds imaged in a lake. =B BLZEBI
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of a language make up the vocabulary of the language. Similarly, all the words one is using or
has learned to read or write make up® one’s vocabulary. In fact, “vocabulary” is derived from
the Latin morpheme “-voc-" meaning “voice; to call”. So vocable® refers to a word composed
of various sounds or letters without regard to its meaning.

When Shakespeare let Hamlet say: “Words, words, words”, he really told us the truth.
We are seldom conscious of words as words. We have been so busy using words that we forget
that words are labels and can be stuck to big or general things or to small or specific things as
well. Quite often, we harden the word into the thing and then cry that we are short of words
or that our vocabulary can never be big enough. What a pity! But it’s never too late to mend.

Learn a little morphology to enlarge your vocabulary smartly.

Work on the text:

1. True or false identification according to the text:

1) The 26 English letters are the essential elements in word formation so it is proper for
our English teaching to jump directly from alphabetic letters into sentences. ( )

2) To be equipped with some knowledge of morphology will soften the hard nut of memo-
rizing long new words in learning English. ( )

3) What you have to memorize rigidly in learning English words is seldom composed of
more than six letters. ( )

4) The root, stem or base in a derivation would always give hint to the exact meaning of
the word in a passage. ( )

5) A root or stem, a prefix, and a suffix can all be called a morpheme which normally has
its own rather fixed meaning or function and is not divisible if its meaning is kept intact.
( )

6) Disguises, variants or the other ways of spelling for the same morpheme must have
been arbitrarily composed and are not in any way related to pronunciation. ( )

7) How a word was formed was reasonable in its being formed days though it may appear
to be not reasonable to us. Therefore, morphology would only help greatly those who can try to
think in other’ s shoes and try to comprehend the concepts of preceding generations through

imagination. ( )
[Keys] DF 2)T 3)T 49T 5T 6)F )T

2. Read the following and see how simple sentences are joined to make a complex sentence

@ to make up,to be composed of —F iR, , 4 i,
@  vocable—tE HT 2 1 T I B SC BT 9 TR1EE 5 vocal— & 7 1Y ; vocalism— & B, A 4K ; vocalist— 7 S 5, BB 5 voca-

tiom—H 7 , KA ; vocative—IFMR & , BRIF Y



and how particles¥are disappearing or disguising themselves in the Chinese version:

1) What has been overlooked is that an English word can quite often be taken apart just as
if it were a mechanical gadget. —E.# Z AR TIE FiA % ¥ ol LUR— LS B IRRE g
Ik

A mechanical gadget can be taken apart. An English word can often be taken apart. An
English word is quite often like a mechanical gadget. People have overlooked this. This should
not be overlooked.

2) If you pay attention to take apart long words that can be taken apart in reading, Sud-
denly the mystery of where words come from, the difficulty of memorizing them, the bother of
immediately having to look up the definition of an unfamiliar word, vanishes. HNSRVRTERI{EH)
Bt B8 Lo 4 A FT AR P K], FiR)Z ik DR R AR BB D A F A BN A
HEK.

Words can be taken apart. You do not pay attention to take them apart in reading. You
wander a lot. Where are words from ? It is difficult to memorize them. There are new words.
You have to look up a dictionary. It is bothering. All these are troubling you. Pay attention to

take apart words in reading. All these troubles will vanish.

Supplementary Texts

Passage One Sorting the Vocabulary

One’ s vocabulary can be grouped into three kinds of speaking, writing, and reading or
recognition, and each would be significantly strengthened by one’s guessing power which relies
greatly on one’s all around qualifications of personality for its accuracy and enhancing.

Often we find that the words which have punch, color, warmth and emotion turn out to
be the shorter ones. Ogden and Richards once boiled down the basic working English vocabu-
lary to eight hundred and fifty words. Admittedly, this is basic indeed, when you think of the
over eight hundred thousand or more which are available. Really, out of the three to four thou-
sand verbs in relatively common use, basic English relies only on eighteen: be, come, do, get,
give, go, have, keep, let, make, may, put, say, see, seem, send, take and will. In-
deed, we can get along with the bare minimum speaking vocabulary to do almost everything in
daily life if they are used skillfully to show their great flexibility.

The writing vocabulary does not have to be big but must be used exactly and to the point

to avoid misunderstanding. One of the reasons for this is that writing differs from speaking in

@ particles—Z5 #4717 , articles, prepositions and conjunctions which are structural words that can not be used independently by
themselves but are very important in making English sentences. There are no articles and only a few prepositions in Chinese.
Most of the subordinate conjunctions in English sentences would vanish or be disguised in the corresponding Chinese ver-

sion.
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being unable to use body language and many flexible techniques such as replacing or repeating
things. Another reason is that you can only see the meaning of a word in relationship to a sen-
tence and a whole thought without facing the speaker. Therefore some of the words found in
print would sound too literary in speech.

One’s reading or recognition vocabulary is the largest. No matter how big your vocabulary
is, it is impossible for you to know the exact meaning of every word you read. Besides, there
are many long words in the reading passages. Here, some morphological knowledge and your
guessing ability would help. Guided by the meanings of morphemes and the meanings of the
other words in the sentence or paragraph, using grammar and punctuation clues, you will guess
the meaning of unfamiliar words.

Also, we fail to realize that abstract words are valuable and necessary. We need abstract
words for they let us talk about more than we can see. The problem with abstract words is that
we confuse the abstract with the concrete, and feel that we have labeled something when in fact
we have not. A concrete word has a precise referent in the real world and points out or to some-
thing that is specific and real. An abstract word refers to something vague, something that
can’ t be touched or seen. This is similar to the concept of denotation and connotation of a
word. The denotation of a word is its dictionary meaning, that is, what it denotes (de-means
down; note is from Latin meaning mark) ; the connotation of a word has to do with its overtone
of meaning, that is, what it connotes.

Anyhow, words are like bricks and writers are architects. Words staying by themselves
would not make much sense. They must be put into sentences. By definition, the sentence is
the maximal syntactic construction, a group of words conveying a complete thought. For dif-
ferent purposes, writers make sentences in a great variety to produce articles for persuasion, for
argument, for convincing or advocating others. The one who is really good at producing proper
sentences in variety is hopeful of becoming a great writer because either paragraph or article is

made of sentences connected into coherence and unity by conjunctions and transitional words.

1. Breakup the following complex sentence into simple, short ones without leaking out the
original meaning

1) We need abstract words for they let us talk about more than we can see.

2) The problem with abstract words is that we confuse the abstract with the concrete, and
feel that we have labeled something when in fact we have not.

3) The one who is really good at producing proper sentences in variety is hopeful of becom-
ing a great writer because either paragraph or article is made of sentences connected into coher-

ence and unity by conjunctions and transitional words.

[Keys] 1) We can see something. We can talk about something. Abstract words let us talk
about and see more things. We need them.
2) We have problem with abstract words. We confuse the abstract with the concrete
5



words. This is our problem with words. We have not labeled things. We do not
feel so. This is not the fact.

3) Both paragraph and article are made of sentences. These sentences are connected
by conjunctions and transitional words. The connection should be in coherence and
unity. One is good at producing proper sentences. His sentences are in variety. He

may become a great writer. It is hopeful.

2. Raise a question against each underlined part:

1) One’s vocabulary can be grouped into three kinds of speaking, writing, and reading or
recognition.

2) Your vocabulary can be significantly strengthened by your guessing power.

3) Your guessing power relies greatly on your all around qualifications of personality for its

accuracy and enhancing.
4) Guided by the meanings of morphemes and the meanings of the other words in the sen-

tence or paragraph, using grammar and punctuation clues, you will guess the meaning of unfa-

miliar words.
5) By definition, the sentence is the maximal syntactic construction, a group of words

conveying a complete thought.
6) Writers make sentences in a great variety to produce articles for persuasion, for argu-

ment, for convincing or advocating others.

[Keys] 1) How can one’s vocabulary be grouped?
2) By what can your vocabulary be significantly strengthened?
3) On what does your guessing power rely greatly for its accuracy and enhancing?
4) How will you guess the meaning of unfamiliar words?
S) What is a sentence by definition?

6) How and for what do writers make sentences to produce articles?

Passage Two Synonym®

English has the largest vocabulary and the most synonyms of any language in the world.
This richness is due to the fact that the English language has grown over the centuries by con-
stantly incorporating words from other languages. For example, street, mile and the suffix-
chester in the names of towns are words borrowed from Latin, priest and bishop are Greek,
whisky, bin are from Celtic, law, fellow and egg are from Scandinavian. After the Norman

® Synonymr—IF X i ; acronym— & F- 845 5 17 ; homonynr— A} & . [FHE 5 X i ; the suffix“-onym”is from Greek meaning”a
name” .
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Conquest@the English vocabulary was virtually doubled by the addition of French words, espe-
cially those reflecting a higher standard of living and a more complex social life such as words
connected with food—sugar, vinegar, boil , fry, roast, clothing—garment, robe, mantle,
gouwn, law— plaintiff, perjury, legacy, religion—convent, hermitage, chaplain, cardi-
nal , social rank and organization— prince , duke , count, vassal , mayor , constable. Much of
these new French vocabulary duplicated the pre-existing Anglo-Saxon vocabulary, giving the
writer or speaker a choice of synonyms out of cure or heal , table or board , labour or work,
mirror or glass, assemble or meet, power or might, etc. Sometimes the duplication of vo-
cabulary was used to make distinctions: ox, swine, calf and deer are called, when killed and
prepared for cooking, beef, pork, wveal and wvenison replace them; Hitting, striking, steal-
ing and robbing would become, when viewed through the eyes of French law, assault, bat-
tery, larceny and burglary.

The Renaissance® brought a great influx of Latin and Greek originated words into Eng-
lish. The larger world discovered through travel from the Crusades® onwards and exploration,
especially in the Elizabethan period, also expanded the English vocabulary. For instance, tub,
spool and deck are from Dutch, armada and grenade are Spanish, squash and hickory are
from American Indian, chocolate and tomato came from Mexican. Then the United States has
added vastly to the English vocabulary since American Colonial times. Ice cream, jeep and
rock-and-roll are internationally known terms. Moreover, American terminology for so many
things exists side by side with an English terminology, placing another whole group of syn-
onyms at our service: Servant, pavement, railway, lift, chemist, hire-purchase system ,
petrol , draughts and boot in British English would be replaced by help, sidewalk, railroad,
elevator , druggist , installment plan, gasoline, checkers and trunk in American English.

Synonyms in English are of many kinds. Some groups of synonyms seem like a simple em-
barrassment of riches: Foreword is English, preface is from French, introduction from Latin
and prolegomenon from Greek. Some refer to geographical variants of the same kind of thing:
plain is from French, steppe comes from Russian, pampas belongs to South American Indian.
Others differ from one another principally in degrees of abstraction: Teach is the most general
word, educate, indoctrinate, instruct, school, tutor being specialized in application. Syn-
onyms like tip, cant, careen, heel, list, slant, slope, tilt which can be generalized to mean
“incline” and screech , scream, clamor, yell , howl which can be translated into “outcry” are
of quite similar meaning to make distinctions at the concrete, descriptive level.

However, it is justified to say that there are no exact synonyms. Stop just memorizing lists
of words and begin looking at them as individual units, recognizing that each one has its own

special characteristics. This is true even with words that are close in meaning. Not to say that
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words change in meaning according to time and place and circumstance.

At first glance the words dip, immerse, submerge, duck, and souse may almost seem to
be like sextuplets, virtually identical. Yet, on closer inspection you find this is not so. When
you dip your finger into water, you put it in just slightly and suggesting that you might do this
quickly. Reaching for pun, immerse has a deeper meaning and indicates the water is covering
you. If a commander of a submarine has the craft submerged, the submarine or craft will be
underwater for a longer time. The one who, by chance, falls into the water or gets caught in a
heavy thundershower will certainly come home soused.

So you can see that how synonyms can help you build a more powerful vocabulary is not a
rigidity. A word, like a garment, may go quite out of fashion, and so disappear. However, the
words that get completely lost are comparatively few. Words are not like counters, complete in
themselves and independent of one another. They are living things. There is something beyond
definition; and for the creative writer a realm in which he walks by the light of his intuition and
imagination. As is expressed by Ben Johnson, words and sense are as the body and soul in both

speech and writing.

Give brief answer to the following questions according to the text:

1. Why does English has the richest synonyms among the world languages?

2. When and by what was the pre-existing Anglo-Saxon vocabulary duplicated 7 Give
some words as examples.

3. What other sources or events helped enlarge the English vocabulary and enriched the
English synonyms ?

4. Are ice cream , jeep and rock-and-roll, help, sidewalk, railroad, elevator, drug-
gist , installment plan, gasoline, checkers and trunk words of typical British English ?

5. At least how many kinds are synonyms grouped into in the text?

6. Do you know that there is a simile in each of the two sentences “A word, like a gar-
ment, may go quite out of fashion, and so disappear. Words and sense are as the body and soul
in both speech and writing. ” Can you tell what are being similized in them?

7. Is it justified to say that there are no exact synonyms ?

[Keys] 1. The English language has grown over the centuries by constantly incorporating
words from other languages.

2. During and after the Norman Conquest much new French vocabulary, especially
those reflecting a higher standard of living and a more complex social life, dupli-
cated the pre-existing Anglo-Saxon vocabulary, for example: sugar, vinegar,
boil , fry, roast; garment, robe, mantle, gown; plaintiff, perjury, lega-
cy; convent, hermitage, chaplain, cardinal; prince, duke, count, wvassal,
mayor and constable all came from French.

3. The Renaissance brought a great influx of Latin and Greek originated words into




English. The larger world discovered through travel from the Crusades onwards
and exploration, especially in the Elizabethan period, also expanded the English
vocabulary. Then the United States has added vastly to the English vocabulary
since American Colonial times. Moreover, American terminology for so many
things exists side by side with an English terminology, placing another whole
group of synonyms at our service.

4. No, they are words of American English.

5. Synonyms are grouped into at least three kinds: Synonyms that seem like a simple
embarrassment of riches: Foreword is English, preface is from French, intro-
duction from Latin and prolegomenon from Greek. Synonyms that refer to geo-
graphical variants of the same kind of thing: plain is from French, steppe comes
from Russian, pampas belongs to South American Indian. Synonyms that differ
from one another principally in degrees of abstraction: Teach is the most general
word, educate, indoctrinate, instruct, school, tutor being specialized in appli-
cation.

6. Word is similized to garment and words and sense are similized to body and
soul .

7. Yet, it is justified to say so.

Passage Three Lucidity®, Simplicity, Euphony®
(adapted excerpts)

—W. Somerset Maugham®

I have never had much patience with the writers who claim from the reader an effort to
understand their meaning. What I advocate in writing is “lucidity, simplicity and euphony”.

There are two sorts of obscurity® that you find in writers. One is due to negligence and
the other to willfulness. People often write obscurely because they have never taken the trouble
to learn to write clearly. This sort of obscurity you find too often in modern philosophers, in
men of science, and even in literary critics.

Another cause of obscurity is that the writer is himself not quite sure of his meaning. He
has a vague impression of what he wants to say, but has not, either from lack of mental power
or from laziness, exactly formulated it in his mind and it is natural enough that he should not
find a precise expression for a confused idea. This is due largely to the fact that many writers

think, not before, but as they write. The pen originates the thought. The disadvantage of

@ Lucidity n. ,lucid adj. —shining; transparent ; easily understood; intellectually bright.

@ Euphony—an agreeable sound, easy pronunciation.

® W.Somerset Maugham( 1874 ~ 1965 )—English novelist, dramatist, short story writer, he wrote Of Human Bondage , The
Moon and Sixpence , The Circle , The Summing up .

@ Obscure—not easily understood;not clear, legible, or perspicuous;not distinct.



