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PREFACE

In his excellent book, My Times: Adventures in the News Trade, John Corry, who had
a 31-year career at the New York Times, wrote:

“Each story I wrote defined me. In a society where so many ache to be heard, a by-
line was better than money.”

In this seventh edition of The Complete Reporter, the aim is to help students
develop their skills as a reporter that will earn them by-lines as John Corry did
during his distinguished career.

This new edition contains much that is new. Yet, it has retained the basic con-
cept and organization that served students and teachers well in the first six edi-
tions.

All chapters have been rewritten in part to reflect changes in the newspaper
profession, especially the increased use of computers as a research tool for re-
porters and the introduction of digital photography. New illustrations and pho-
tographs are included to help students visualize the principles discussed.

As in previous editions, the exercises are written in incomplete sentences to
resemble a reporter’s notes. They serve as an example of note taking which has
proved useful to students using past editions. The exercises are designed to give
students an opportunity to practice the principles discussed in each chapter and to
challenge them to think carefully before writing. Some contain examples of k-
belous or unethical statements as well as trivia which will help the instructor make
the point that careful reporters avoid using such material in their stories.

Incorporated in this edition are many of the suggestions offered by teachers
who have used the textbook over the years. The features in previous editions that
have been so effective as teaching tools have been retained.

The Complete Reporter is a practical, basic textbook designed to teach students
how to gather, write and edit news stories. The techniques discussed in the book
are the ones that are used daily at every newspaper. That makes it an excellent text
for not only beginning but also advanced reporting classes as well.
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