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For all serious students of Western Literature in China, it is studied as a vital
and important part of western culture. There are students of all periods of
western literature, but for the common reader, the 19th and 20th centuries and
the democratic tradition of western culture seem closer to his interest and
experience. More recently, American literature becomes a very important
branch of study, as universities begin to offer courses on such writers as Henry
James, Walt Whitman and William Faulkner. As to religion, Taoism and
Buddhism had had some influence in early periods of Chinese history, but
Confucianism is the real influence for most intellectuals with a more or less
religious bent. In fact Chinese intellectuals are usually more interested in
philosophy than in religion. Despite the numerous missionaries who came to
teach Christianity, it never won enough disciples to make it a popular religion.

Z{fxab i«w*wu

Professor Zhao Luorui
Hon. Director, EPIC Language Training Center
Institute of English, Yenching Graduate Institute
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Yenching Graduate Institute (YGD) is a teaching and research institution. It was inaugurated in
January 1993 and is sponsored by the Yenching Alumni Beijing Association in conjunction with
the Branch Campus of Peking University. Eight months later, a memorandum was signed
between YGI and Professional & Educational Services International, Inc. (PESI) to estabish the
Yenching International Graduate Academy (YIGA) as a division of the YGI. Over the next
several years, they will jointly develop programs in English, Business, Computer Science, Food
Science and Western Civilization and Religious Studies.
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P. E. S. L is a non-profit organization incorporated in the State of California
with tax-exempt status. Its purpose is to promote international development by providing
professional and educational services. As a human resource organization, they are interested in
promoting exchange among countries in the Asia-Pacific region. They conduct professional
activities regularly in the cooperation with related organizations all over the country and establish

long-term cooperative programs with universities in China.
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FOREWORD

The Yenching International Symposium on the Western Literature and Christiamity is scheduled to
be held from October 10 to 12, 1994 in Beijing, an event to be welcomed and celebrated in the

golden autumn of this ancient city.

Christianity has had a long tradition with a paramount influence over the western civilisation and
literature. Encouraged by the open-door policy and propelled by the need to learn from the west,
more and more Chinese intellectuals are drawn to the study of the western humanistic tradition,
of which Christianity and biblical literature form an important part. The Bible, both as a religious
and a literary text, provides the Chinese scholars with a rich source for the understanding and

research of western history, culture and society.

The Symposium, therefore, will be a timely academic event for China to explore further and
understand better issues on western literature and Christianity. It will also be the first of such
kind over held in China. While we take this opportunity to extend our congratulations on the
opening of this Symposium, we also wish that it would achieve great success and promote the
mutual understanding between the East and the West, so that the world will see a more

harmonious and fruitful 21st century.

Yiging Liu, Ph.D.

Professor and Vice-Chairman,
English Department

Peking University

Symposium Co-Chairperson
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