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Summary of Writing Skills and Activities

Chapter

Rhetorical Focus

Organizing Skills

Grammar Focus

one

personal description

interviewing
ordering information
writing topic sentences

simple present tense
connecting ideas with
and, but, so, and also

two

description (art)

ordering information from
general to specific

present continuous tense
adding details using
adjectives and prepositions
articles

pronouns

three

description (food)

*

ordering information from
general to specific
writing topic sentences

count/noncount nouns
examples with such as
appositives

four

informal letter

paragraphs in a letter

five

autobiographical narration

making a lifeline
limiting information
making paragraph notes
writing topic sentences

modals can, might, will
imperatives
prepositions

there and ir

the future: be + going to

simple past tense
combining sentences with
time words and because

narration (mystery story)

analyzing character
time sequence
limiting information
writing titles

past continuous and simple
past tenses

time clauses: when , while,
as

then (transitional word)

as soon as

quotations

Summary of Writing Skills and Activities



Editing Skills

Communicative
Activities

Test Preparation

Critical Thinking Activities

« editing for content
and form

class newsletter
class paragraph
reading to improve
writing

« fact vs. fiction

+ using articles

describing a photo
writing a travel
brochure

+ comparing and contrasting

» commas with
appositives

self-evaluation
sharing recipes

describing celebrations

classifying and evaluating

o the form of an
informal letter

replying to a letter
writing an invitation

* evaluating

+ punctuation with
dependent clauses

writing about a relative

or friend

» generalizing

« editing symbols

writing a story with a

partner
rewriting a story
writing an autobio-

graphical story in the

third person

+ justifying opinions

Summary of Writing Skills and Activities



Summary of Writing Skills and Activities

Organizing Skills

Grammar Focus

making an idea map
writing topic sentences

restrictive relative clauses
transitional words and
phrases: in addition, for
example, however
showing purpose/giving
reasons: because and
infinitives

categorizing
summarizing
writing a title

historical present tense
adjectives
appositives

interviewing

writing topic sentences
writing concluding
sentences

present perfect and
present perfect continuous
tenses with for and since
using in fact

stating results with

so. . . that

Chapter Rhetorical Focus
seven  €xposition

eight summary (movie plot)
nine biographical narration
ten classification (holidays)

making an outline
ordering information
according to importance

in addition to, besides,
another

ordinals: first, second,
third

pronouns

quantifiers
nonrestrictive relative
clauses

eleven persuasion

Internet etiquette
supporting opinions
writing newsgroup topic
lines

pronouns and synonyms
giving polite opinions
and suggestions: should,
need to

twelve formal letter (complaint)

identifying effective letters
of complaint

using past participles as
adjectives

formal language in a
business letter

Summary of Writing Skills and Activities



Editing Skills

Communicative
Activities

Critical Thinking

Test Preparation
Activities

. more editing
symbols

treatments
describing an illness

. comparing medical care
in the United States and

other countries

class book of traditional . comparing and

contrasting

recognizing correct
usage of transitional
phrases

» Commas with
adjectives and
appositives

evaluating movie
summaries

evaluating movie reviews

» summarizing

« summarizing

. long forms in formal
writing

« spelling past and
present participles

class newsletter

a biography
narration of past and
future plans

« group narration

guessing the subject of

. evaluating

« managing time for
an essay test

. punctuating non-
restrictive relative
clauses

class book on holidays
additional holiday
topics

» €Xamining meaning

« organizing ideas

. spelling and grammar
in computer messages

posting messages on
computer or conven-
tional bulletin boards
choo$ing newsgroup
topics 1o write about

« expressing opinions

. making an outline of
supporting examples
and reasons

. following the format of
a business letter

. replying to a letter of
complaint

writing a letter of
complaint about a
school problem
reading newspaper
complaint columns

. analyzing

» evaluating supporting
details
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School Life
SREE

vou will interview a classmate and
write an article about him or her for a class »

newsletter.




exercise l

1. Exploring Ildeas

Interviewing Someone

A reporter for a school newspaper is writing an article about the new foreign
students on campus. She is interviewing some of the students. Look at some
of her questions.

What is your name?

Where are you from?

How do you usually spend your days here?

What do you like to do in your free time?

What is your occupation?

What do you like about the United States (or Canada)?

IQISIIE S AP

You are going to interview one of the students in your class for an article for a
newsletter about your class. First write some questions. Use some of the questions
above and write three other questions.

Mosaic | « Writing




exercise 2

exercise 3__

exercise 4__

Your teacher will write some of your questions on the board. Discuss them. Are
they good questions to ask? Now look at your questions. Are they good questions?

Choose the ten questions you like most. Then choose a partner and interview him
or her. Write vour partner's answers after the questions.

Building Vocabulary

How do you learn new vocabulary? One way to learn new words is to make
vocabulary charts. For example, you can make a chart that lists new words by
categories or topics. What new vocabulary did you and your partner use in your
interview? Add your words to the following chart. Some words are there as

cramples.

FREE TIME OTHER NEW
WORK ACTIVITIES GOALS OR FIELDS VOCABULARY
waiter swim engineeririg very much

medical technology

2. Organizing ldeas
Ordering Information in a Paragraph

There are different ways to organize or order information in a paragraph.
For this kind of paragraph, write facts about the person you interview first.
Then write the person’s opinions.

Chapter One + School Life



exercise l The reporter interviewed Yoshi Hiramoto for her article. After writing her notes,
she numbered them in the order she wanted to write the sentences in her para-
graph. Look at the reporter’s questions and notes. Write F for questions about facts
about Yoshi, O for questions about Yoshi’s opinions, as in the example.

.
I

Sl SO B B N

What is your name? Yoshi Hiramoto

Where are you from? Chiba — near Tokyo — ~5eapor'1:2

How old are you? 24 years old

What is your occupation? 2a'€s manager

Why are you ir the United States? heeds English for job
What do you like about the United States? likes class, likes

Americans

What do you dislike about the United States? doesn't like

cafeteria food

How do you like this school? very much, good English clase

What do you like to do in your free time? Visits sights, fides

bicycle

exercise 2 Write F or O in front of your questions and notes. Then number your questions in
the order you want to write the sentences in your paragraph.

exercise 3_ Show your organization to the person you interviewed. Does she or he agree with
it? Does she or he want to add any information?

Writing Topic Sentences’

The topic sentence tells the main idea of the paragraph. In your paragraph
about the person you interviewed, the purpose of the topic sentence is to
introduce your partner and tell something important about him or her.
Don’t begin paragraphs with “I am going to write about .. .” or “This
paragraph is about . . .” Begin your paragraph with “(Name of student) is
a member of (name of class) at (name of school).”

exercise 4_ Write your topic sentence below.

Mosaic 1 ¢ Writing



