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Long, long ago, at the mouth of the Qiantang River,
there was a channel called the Tiankai River which was

so deep that its bottom could not be seen. In this river

there lived a young dragon.
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The young dragon was skilled at making the rivers
and seas churn and could mount to the clouds and ride.
upon the rﬁists. However, his manner was rough and he
had no knowledge of the world. He spent all his time
going down to the depths of sea or out of the river to

play with the fish, prawn and shrimp.
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One day an official boat was passing through the
mouth of the Qiantang River with two smaller boats
under escort, with a great beating of gongs to clear the
way. In the fore part of the boat was sitting an official
who was putting on grand airs. On either side were
standing a number of soldiers making a great show of

their strength.
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The two smaller boats behind the offical boat were
crowded with young and vigorous common people all
trussed up with rope. They were crying loudly. The young

dragon was thoroughly surprised at this scene.
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The young dragon asked and discovered that in
man’s world there was an emperor who had a great many
officials under his command. It was the emperor who had
ordered his officials to take those common people and

send them to the capital to do hard labour.
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Knowing this, the young dragon was filled with

fury. He caught up with the official boat and with a flip
of his tail made a big wave roll over the boat, which
capsized with a crash. All the officials and soldiers in it

fell into the water and drowned.
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