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UNIT 1
Meeting People

More often than not, we go with friends or acquaintances to
social gatherings. On such social occasions your chances of
bumping into people you know are great. It’s always polite to in—
troduce them to one another. It’s become an accepted practice to
introduce a man to a woman first unless the former is much older
and more senior. Youhg people are usually introduced to their
elders. As to introductions between a host and a guest, it’s most
appropriate to introduce the host to the guest. Furthermore,
hand—shaking is often appropriate at the time of an introduc—
tion, especially on a formal or business occasion.

DIALOGUES

(1) At the Airport

(Lee, a student of Sociology, along with Peter, a major in
Cognitive Science and Linguistics, goes to meet a friend, Yu, at the
airport.) ,

Lee: Hello, Yu. Howgnderful to see you here!

Yu: Lee, it's grez'ft— to see you, too. Thanks for coming to

pick. mi‘}l\" How are you?

— ] —



Lee: Pretty well, thank you. And you?

Yu: Just fine, thanks.

Lee:  Yu, Id like you to meet Peter, a friend of mine who
lives in the same apaﬁment. -

Peter: How do you do?”

Yu: How do you do? It’s very nice to meet you.

Peter: It’s a pleasure. Did you have a good flight?

Yu: Yes, very smooth and enjoyable, thank you.

Lee: Come on,_Yu, e ’Z«get out of here. My car’ s just
outside.

Yu: Sure. I've got two pieces of luggage and a shoulder
bag.

Peter: Here. let me take this one.

Yu: Would you? That’s very kind of you.

(2) At the Campus Bookstore

( Lee accidentally meets Yu at the campus bookstore.)

Lee:

Yu:

Lee:

Yu:

Lee:

Hi, Yu. What a surprise to run into you here! How
have you been getting alon_lg?r

Hello, Lee! I'm pretty well, thanks. How are you
doing?

Couldn’ t be better, thank you. What are you doing
here?A

I've come in search of two books required for my
courses. It’s a bit hard to find them. as this is my first
visit to the bookstore.

Well. don’t worry. 1l help you. It’s a cinch.

Thank you, but I wonder if they’re available here.
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Lee: Yes, they’re easy to get in most cases. “All course
books are classified by subjects 1 assume the books
you need may be found on that shelf over there. Why
not move over there and have a look?/

Yu: OK. Let’s go.

Lee:  Yes, they're right over here, Yu.

Yu:  This one is for LING 525. This is for LING 586,
Second Language Reading. Thanks for your help, Lee.

Lee:  Think nothing of it, Yu. By the way, I was wondering
if you’d like to come to a party next Friday at the
Student Center. '

Yu:  Oh, that sounds fine. I'd love to.

Lee:  Well, V've got to be leaving now. Good—bye.

Yu:  Solong.

(3) At the Party

- (The party's going on at the Student Center with over 120 pa—

rticipants from Chinese mainland, Hong Kong, Taiwan and other

locations. There are also American students.)

Lee:

Lucy:

Lee:

Lucy:

Lee:

Hi, Lucy! Great to see you!

Oh, Lee! Nice to meet you here, too.

I haven’t seen you for weeks. How are things with
you?

I'm OK, thanks. And you?

Not too bad, thanks. Say, Lucy, I'd like you to meet
Hu Lan, a scholar from Beijing University. He's

quite an authorit applied physics.

(going over to Hu )



Lee:  Hello, Hu. You look great tonight!

Hu:  Thanks. Haven't set eyes on you for ages. How is
everything with you?

Lee:  No complaints. I can manage. I'd like you to meet
Lucy, a friend of mine. Lucy, thisis Hu.

Hu:  Nice to meet you, Lucy.

Lucy: The pleasure is mine. How long have you been on
the campus, Hu?

Hu: It’ s already been 4 months since [ arrived. What's
your major, Lucy?

Lucy: Engineering physics.

Hu:  Oh, that means we have something in common.
Mine is related to yours.

Lucy: Yes, you're right. I hope we’ll find time to talk about
it later on.

Hu:  Yes, I hope so.

Lee: I'm glad both of you met here. How about moving
over there for a drink?

Hu:  Yes. Let’s go.

Lucy: Lets.

(4) At the Coffee Shop

(Lee and Hu are at the Coffee Shop and ere having a break

Lee:
Ted:
Lee:
Ted:
4 —

- when Ted comes in.)

Hi, Ted!

Oh, hi, Lee! Nice to see you.

Same here.. Would you like to join us?
Sure.



Lee:

Ted:
Hu:

Ted:
Lee:
Hu:
Ted:
Hu:
Ted:

Hu, this is Ted. He lives in the apartment just across
from mine. Hu's an associate professor from Beijing.
He’s here as a visiting scholar on a joint—project with
the Department of Physics and the Bartol Research
Foundation. '

Hi, Hu, it’s a pleasure to meet you.

Very nice to meet you too, Ted .Which department
are you in?

The Department of Business Administration.

Ted’ s working on a Ph.D. program.

Very good. When will you complete your program?
In two years, I hope.

I wish you success.

Thank you.

(5) At the Admissions Office
(at the Admissions Office for International Students and

Scholars)
Lee:

Nixon:

Lee:

Nixon:

Lee:

An:

Nixon:

Good morning, Dr. Nixon.

Good morning, Lee. How have you been?

Very well, thanks. And you? k
Just fine, thanks. '

(turning to An) An, this is Dr. Nixoen, Director of
the Admissions office.

Delighted to meet you, Dr. Nixon.

Glad to meet you, too, An. You look quite familiar
tome. I suppose we met in——

Yes, we met in Guangzhou this May at——

—_— —



