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Preface

Xu Baoqing is a distinguished craftsman and the father of the Shanghai-style boxwood carving.
Carving has been part of his life and happiness. His seven-decade career is marked with diligence and
productivity, as manifested in his thousands of carvings. His carvings utilize a variety of materials
including wood, ivory, animal horn, inkstone olive pit and bamboo. His masterful craftsmanship is
readily observable in every piece of his work.

Boxwood (Buxus) is a very close-grained, heavy, and tough hardwood. The boxwood tree grows
extremely slowly. There is a saying, "It takes thousands years to grow a boxwood tree.” Boxwood is
a very finely textured and very dense wood, making it an ideal carving material. Carving craftsmen
refer to boxwood as "the ivory of wood."

Boxwood carving in China dates back to the late nineteenth or early twentieth century, a rela-
tively short history. Areas of Wenzhou and Leging in Zhejiang Province were major centers of box-
wood carving in the earlier days. In Shanghai, boxwood carving came into existence in the 1930s
when Western missionaries were setting up chanties. The Tushanwan Art School, an orphanage, was
one of these charities. In the Tushanwan Art School, orphans under instruction by the school's teach-
ers worked in handicraft workshops making religious art objects, including carvings and paintings,
for the Xujiahui Catholic Parish. Large carvings were made of woods such as ginkgo and cedar while
boxwood was used for medium and small carvings. A majority of teachers were from France, Spain,
Japan, and other countries, though there were also a few Chinese craftsmen from Zhejiang hired to
help teach boxwood carving. It was in this living and learning environment that Mr. Xu grew up. Xu
Baoqing displayed his artistic talents at a very early age. His skill was recognized by two of the
teachers, Isao Tanaka (pronunciation), a Japanese painter, and Velazquez (pronunciation of the last
name), a Spanish sculptor. The two teachers provided him with an excellent education. It was his
diligence and talent that caused him to grasp the essential knowledge and techniques of Western
carving as well as the craftsmanship of Chinese traditional carving, both of which constituted the
foundation of the Shanghai-style boxwood carving.

The essence of the Shanghai-style boxwood carving is the integration of Western and Chinese
cultures. Xu Baoging applies Western drawing and sculpture techniques as well as knowledge of
anatomy to Chinese carving traditions in such a way that his carvings are filled with lively expression.
Xu's carvings cover a broad spectrum of subjects including historical legends, religious stories, children's
activities, rural life, and ordinary people. He captures those moments that highlight his subjects and
then translates them into vivid, artistic expression in his wonderful visual vocabulary. Viewing his
work is an aesthetic treat that strikes one's imagination and resonance. Through his diligent pursuit of
carving art Xu Baoqing has produced thousands of carvings with his masterly hands. That is how he
became the father of the Shanghai-style boxwood carving.

This book is intended to promote the finest of the Chinese folk arts and crafts and to pay tribute

to our honorable folk art craftsmen.
Xu Caibao

Xu Youwei

k

SENE I

an

ik

SRR




OB

L

B & Preface

= % 4% B % Three Heroes Fighting against Lu Bu

Mk b &% % Three Heroes Swearing Brotherhood
in the Peach Garden

= Bi 3 J5 Three Visits to the Hut

g & $7 B #E Zhang Fei Beating a Burcaucrat

X 7z 3Bl 3 Zhao Yun Rescuing Adou

F ¥ 3k 5 5% General Guan Yu

+ 3R 3 General Zhang Fei on the Changban Slope

£ % % B General Huang Zhong

&) & I7 #F Cleansing Toxic Bone

VG i i 4 B Pilgrimage to the West

¥ & $2 % Zhong Kui Capturing a Demon

% 30 % 4 Dong Guo-A Naive Gentleman Who
Sympathizes with a Wolf

77 5 % H Nan Guo-A Musical Performer Who
Doesn't Know How to Play His Instrument

i 5 Drummer

I §# & B The Pipa Player

% 5 The Qin Player

# Dancing

B By The Flute Player

K # The sheng Player

B il % Jg Sakyamuni

% F F X & Avalokitesvara and a Boy

L F Confucius

¥ % B The Longevity God

&l B 1F Si Magian

£ 48 Cai Wenji

10
12
13
14
14
15
18

20

22
4
25
26
26
27

E B R Y

31
32
3

1L F % f Five Boys Playing with a Turtle

¥4 12 B Doggy Tending a Little Boy

1% % The Gradle

# % Moving

i Bz T i The Cute Boy

% §% The Little Gidl

ft F &T The Rabbit Lantern

% #% F 1% Boy

W HL {# Telephone Call

Wi 4t 2 1% Attending to One Thing but
Losing Sight of Another

5 U% Ut Leaping Frog

iR ¥ % Hiding and Capturing

5 5 F Riding a "Sedan”

/i) 5= B F The Little Ping-Pong Player

# b5 #& The Javelin

B R % Flying a Kite

1% % T Heavenly Joy

% Combing

i Bathing

[ % Going Home

# By /W B & Helping Younger School Children

% & Riding a Dragon

/¥ $i % Pig Pulling a Cart
& & b Harvesting a Jumbo Radish

A % F IR Collecting Fertilizer
7 #t Plowing in Spring
% Fb Sowing

B8R EEBEER

45
46

49
49

51
52
53
55
57

57

59




¥} 1 Finishing a Spring Day

1 Bt Transplanting Rice Seedlings

i 7K Running Waterwheel

W & Harvesting

I $i Bundling Rice

# X Grinding Rice

# 2 Separating Chaff

i 4 Feeding Cows

£ B 8 Making Straw Sandals

¥ 8 % Lady Huangdao (A Spinning
Expert in Ancient China)

Hi fa Fishing

[n] # % Coming Back to Grandma's Home

% 1 % Man-Powered Wagon

i K %% Sawing a Log

$T 8 Blacksmith

B MR Playing with a Monkey

HP 86K i - 41 B The Birth of Jesus

H 8k 1k #E Jesus in Exile

% % ¥ The Holy Family

% £} #8 HB 8 Jesus and Mary

Hi & 35 +- 5 %2 The Burden of the Cross
BSR4+ 5% - 54 £ 5 Jesus on the Cross
HP % £T + 5 %8 Jesus on the Cross

#H1® (BA) Suffering

# A 3L 1§ 0ld Man

X i £ A Santa Claus

ShgE k1§ (JHIE K) Grandma
% 5 F Tigers

JE Deer

61
62
63

65

3 8

, Horse

7 ¥k The Frog of the Shang Dynasty

% (%) Riding a Dragen

) Dogs

B3 (£%F) Arm Wrestling

¥ b (£F) Harvesting a Jumbo Radish

5 (R F) Leaping Frog

B1EY (R ) Firing Firecrackers

#Fi (£F) AChildly Heart

A (R F) Playing with a Turtle
& ({18 ) Avalokitesvara

Kt (A8) Warior

t&‘f‘wwflﬁﬂi (Eﬂﬁ) Birth of Venus

¥ B Nut Carving
K (STZ ) Inkstone with Buffalo

E (BkHH) Inkstone with Crystal Palace
8 (%) Inkstone with Grain Protector

BuH% (BH) Inkstone with Happy Fisherman

EEWE (FH) The God Tunle
L F % 1 Confucius

CEVRI VTS I IR -2E
Xu Baoging: The Shanghai-Style Boxwood Carving
% 1% K B 3] it On Boxwood Carxing
A ¥ AE An Ever-youthful Man
] % B E——1% % K A fh B 3% 4p A R
On the way Home-Xu Baoqing and His
Boxwood Carving
1% J5 B 1 119 A The Last Tushanwanian
& F JK & % % Xu Baoging's Chronology

J5 1t Epilogue

95

S8 88K

97

28 8

1
100
101
102
102
103

119
127

128
131

141

SeuTm
BE

KB




N2
RE R AL

T

SRas =




wta&#es@m

(ZEEX )Y ERECEE EEEEERENHL, CU “EEE, =208 WEAR N
PR PR B A EAE T P TR TR B AR A , f b Ml R S iR 2 I,
HEAWHE . HImORE AR MRt R, MAFSEHAAFRER., FX. RO,
MR RZ G /DA, S BOINE RS A RS 5 KGR = E R
N7, HERCA = 22 ] BB T , L PR R OB I P LI o R RO RE A BE L R R I
¥, BWEEBEHE TS EEULEE. B, . KRR AR, =8 CSERRT




EHRESR

=5

HHL G




S

W | R

=HB B % H23cem LSlem
Three Heroes Fighting against Lu Bu

A S EHABET TR KM TR RS B A
SIFME S BAE, HEEEXT SEHRERERLIMHESN, &
fiEER A\ B RN E, R CRMAER S EREH,
KB FEE, XFNK RN, FEaE RER JIRkE
&, BRT S+ ZEAEEES S, X4 RS SUREIH S
Wik, X, %, k=RBGEDTLEEEERBR, \BAL
HEESHUARY. KT —%. SHHFREAET, HExX#
W i, FeXIEEFNGN, ARG TR,
VeI T X — 0 BRI F 57

oA Bk B, R A i AR R BIa0EHE, KR
ek KA B S BB IRIEZ AN, X%, XPETREL,
TR, Tk WD CIKERE A, BAdARftaR
RO EEL BHESUNE  CTEEPL, KK B
AR T K ER AN A DY LA 9 Sh AT S e I A K, (LA F
3 HEUG AEH T, 7E AR b AT ARIS AR,




EHXESR TR

IR




S

X BE

BEE 4 % H19em
Three Heroes Swearing Brotherhood
in the Peach Garden
RBUKE, KFREL, RAWE, — ks A 4450
BN, KHEM, BOrEMERRER, R,
M R ST XS 2 TR 2 B U B, B v g
& (FXE), FLike CFRE) MEHEANES (%5
K)o ZAFEABE, LIRS, K H @S9 KR a4
FRM, ERILH . ZHBBARL, FERTHT—FAHEL,
WAL T = Et IR &




4|

‘jﬁ/‘u

o

Z=MF]SE H2lem L36em
Three Visits to the Hut

X4 . ., KA MBKREILE XLk, FREXK T AHLZ
T -BEE5BMNE L, AL0EE, FiBE LHREEYE. "B
Fsgs BB RE MR TE—FA, SEEE,. 21,
FILH, AFREMESEA”

xR By, AR, FUEEER L LAY RBIEERT,
T G5, ARFLAD S ERKL, 5B KL 0
HEL, KEHE, NEFAETaE. WEFHR SeEa” o,
LTIERX, FEELMNHRILHZS. MNEREETHE, i1
B CRER RAOH. B THE, XISWEEAH, LE@
P, BITEMER, WILWIEES LM, RESH THER
%, I 7—1 e, FLURK, WABEEREESIL, HIHAER
B2, XBENE FEEHN P

P
%

SO RS




N

¥ | BE

W RITEMP Hi8cm (HKHRIH L E W )
Zhang Fei Beating a Bureaucrat

(ZEEL) B, KRAANELES . K. XIHERRATH CREBOAMTER . MRETEM
R BRI M AR , VT B B AT MR RN S S R 3 RO X S AN AT
A8, Kb LR, —HEHBIEMERESRE R, (EEBEEX WK MBEE, R0 KR
H RS BB, s A RN EEREmINE, AT EEEL, FA—F3
BT ZMRIEITAT,; [ R EEMERIERZIEAHEDHE Y, FHER AT, 8
WBBRKE AR, TARREOE TS ER T ERaRIIE R




3 KFTE B H22em

Zhang Fei Beating a Bureaucrat

NEIAD

E
1@%




%

o | BE

REHF S} H21em L35em

Zhao Yun Rescuing Adou
LEDTHEANNZERNENS, —FEM, HEBREI&EH

MEZRA, YNEAREEUREREFEENRE, Bo2R

REEHH | JLHNF Tt 7L TS E MR R R E R AN

FARLT N B ARG EER NP, ST EERER A,
Bz E RS, AR IR Lat A R
ZHEME RO, MESKABA DEG B B ],
MR = KM 5K~ H, TE—RTH—-RHZIE,




