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Guide to the Yearbook

1. The Economic Yearbook, Republic of China, 1990 comprises three volumes and
appendices. Volume I contains special themes of the year. Volume II deals with the
general economy, Volume III is concerned with manufacturing industries, and the ap-
pendices provide international economic information and other relevant economic data.
Unless otherwise specified, all the contents of the yearbook refer to the Taiwan area of
the Republic of China.

2. The special themes of this yearbook are: the roller-coaster ride of Taiwan’s stock
market; the log jam at the Legislative Yuan: the piles of economic and financial legisla-
tion still on the waiting line; the overall domestic economic situation for 1990; the
change of economic and trade relations with mainland China; the current investment cli-
mate in Taiwan; industrial restructuring; the new Soviet Union and East European
markets; the economic impact of the unification of the two Germanys on the world; the
Gulf crisis and oil price fluctuation.

3. General economy is divided into 14 departments, and the manufacturing sector
into primary, secondary and tertiary industries, with references to the “Definition and
Classification of the Criteria General of Budget, and Accounting & Statistics of the Ex-
ecutive Yuan (Cabinet). Primary industries are divided into seven categories, secondary
industries 28 categories, and tertiary industrics 24 categories.

4. The term “primary industries” as contained in this yearbook refers to the various
kinds of enterprises which are engaged in the cultivation or in the collection of natural
products. The term “secondary industries” means all those enterprises which are related
to the processing of natural products. And the term “tertiary industries” refers to com-
panies which are ancillary to the production, distribution and exchange of the products
of the primary and secondary industries.

S. This yearbook is composed of articles, statistical drawings and tables. In addition
to the inclusion of some necessary brief drawings and tables in related articles, separate
drawings and tables are attached to the respective categories of the general economy
and the manufacturing sector. The statistical tables provided under the appendices are
numerically serialized and the serial numbers are prefixed by the alphabet “A”. All the
drawings and tables attached are bilingual (Chinese and English). For all of the articles,
abstracts in English are provided in a separate section.

6. In principle, one general article is provided on each category of the general
economy and the manufacturing sector. Certain categories of the manufacturing sector,
however, may each comprise several articles. In addition, one article each provides an
introduction to the general economy, the primary industries, secondary industries and
tertiary industries. The introductory article provides a quick look at the overall economy
ofthe ROC.

7. One edition of this yearbook is published each year. In principle, the period of
time covered by the 1991 edition ends on December 31, 1990. However, some informa-
tion and statistics have not announced in time, but this information and statistics will be



added in the 1992 edition. All information and statistics are contained in.the attached
appendices cover only an 11-year period, from 1980 to 1990. For information and data
for the years prior to 1980, please refer to the 1980 and 1990 éditions of is yearbook.

8. The articles contained in this yearbook are each divided into four sections: intro-
duction, status of the current year, existing problems and trends and outlook. With re-
gard to the statistical tables attached, one table is provided for each category. For a few
large categories, whose statistical contents are relatively brief, information and data per-
taining to these categories are provided in one single table.

9. Except when specified in the columns provided for remarks or notes of the tables,
or mentioned in the relevant articles, the sources of the information and data given in
the tables attached to the categories of the various secondary and tertiary industries are
from the “Report on a Survey of the Industry and Commerce of the Republic of China”
published by the Ministry of Economic Affairs; as for information and data concerning
revenues and expenditures of various industries, they are furnished in the “Report on a
General Investigation Into the Industry and Commerce of the Taiwan and Fukien
Area”; and regarding the production indices and production figures of the various man-
ufacturing industries, they are furnished in the “Statistics on Industrial Production in
Taiwan” which is a monthly publication published by the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

10. For simplification’s sake, a dash is used to denote that the figures are not availa-
ble. In addition, numbers are rounded, omitting denominations smaller than 4. Con-
sequently, some inconsistencies may exist between the total number and detailed figures.

11. Contents of this yearbook are arranged in the sequence of articles of Volume I,
II'and III, followed by the English abstract of articles on the general economy and the
various sectors of the economy, the statistical drawings and tables attached, the appen-
dices, and the index of advertisers. (Advertisements are printed on art paper for easy
identification purposes).
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