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The collective forest rights have been reformed to the entrepreneurship

of peasant households with forestry resources. With the reform, a large

number of farmers expand the existing scale of production or engage in
new activities depending on family organizations or creating new
organizations in forest zones ( This book defines such an area as a
place where the per capita woodland area is not less than 0. 31 hectares,
and the per capita forest volume is not less than 10 cubic meters, and
we call it forest area/forest zone for short ). Peasant households carry
out planting economic forest, breeding in forest land, eco-tourism and
other business activities. Among them, some activities are defined as
entrepreneurship of peasant households in forest zones whose operating
time is not longer than three years with forest resources.

The authors pay attention to farmer entrepreneurial behavior in
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forest zones which begin from the thought of the rich poverty. In China,
there are 208 million hectares of woodland resources ( Data from the
national news office; http: //www. scio. gov. en) , and most of them
have suitable climate conditions, high rainfalls, friendly environment
and rich natural resources. However, people who are living in these
areas are extremely poor because of many factors, such as inconvenient
transportation, bad grid facilities and network constructions, poor
management of farmers, and the relatively slow economic development
in forest zones. The authors call it the mystery of the rich poverty. The
authors and group members have explored the mystery of the rich poverty
for a long time, and pointed out encouraging farmers’ entrepreneurship in
forest zones is the way to solve this mystery (especially the ecological
entrepreneurship) . At the same time, The Report on the Work of the
Government 2015 has shown that individuals and businesses should be
encouraged to innovate, and the whole society should strengthen the
cultural innovation. The report thinks that people should achieve his
spiritual pursuit and value in the process of creating wealth. The report
laid a good environmental policy for farmers’ entrepreneurship in forest
zones.

The farmers’ entrepreneurship in forest zones has positive theoretical
and practical significance. Moreover, farmers’ entrepreneurship can
revitalize the forestry resource, liberate the forestry productivity, and
the natural and social contact network formed by the traditional
management of farmers can be used effectively. However, in this
stage, poor forestry management has led to low forestry productivity
and the poor business environment that make entrepreneurial farmers

face greater difficulties. Now that all these have happened, supporting
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policies are needed. Based on the problems stated above, this book
combines normative and empirical methods, analyses the farmers’
entrepreneurial behavior from two aspects of individual characteristics
and environmental impacts, and evaluates the supporting policies to
promote the farmers’ entrepreneurship. This book also designs a
mechanism to support these activities.

The contents of this book mainly include;

1. Analysis of influence factors with individual characteristics of
farmers’ entrepreneurship in forest zones through literature review,
summary of the individual characteristics of farmers’ entrepreneurship
in forest zones, and analysis of the factors of individual characteristics
by using sample data. Empirical results show: (1) In demographic
characteristics, educational degree, average family income in three
years and farmers’ entrepreneurship are positively related. The age and
farmers’ entrepreneurship have a negative correlation. (2) Educational
degree, forest area, having civil servants or not in the family have a
positive correlation with farmers’ entrepreneurship, and Forestry
technology has a negative correlation with it.

2. The explanation and test of farmers’ entrepreneurship in forest
zones in human behavior. From the behavior perspective, the factors
influencing the formation of farmers’ entrepreneurial intention in forest
zones are analyzed. The empirical results show; (1) Farmers with the
pursuit of autonomy and achievement motivation have higher entrepreneurial
intention. They have tendency to carry out entrepreneurial activities
using forest land by the reform of collective forest rights ( further study
found that this tendency has certain universality). (2) Cognitive

factors of environment also have great effect on farmers’ entrepreneurial
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intention, and the comparisons between the expectations for resources
and non-agricultural employment become the key factors of influencing
farmers’ entrepreneurial intention.

3. The empirical research on the innovation consciousness, the
entrepreneurial orientation and farmers’ performance in forest zones. In
this book, we choose two variables of innovation consciousness and
entrepreneurial orientation to explore the relationship between
innovation, entrepreneurship and business performance, and build a
conceptual model based on the above knowledge. This process can be
described as innovation consciousness that firstly affects entrepreneurial
orientation in two dimensions ( initiative and risk-taking) , and then it
is possible to affect the performance of farmers. Firstly, this book aims |
to empirically investigate the impact of innovation awareness on the
initiative, risk-taking and business performance. Secondly, do
experiments on the impact of initiative and risk-taking on the business
performance.

4. Study on the cluster and their entrepreneurial support. From the
process model and forming pattern, we analyze the mechanism of
farmers’ entrepreneurial cluster, and summarise their entrepreneurial
cluster as three modes by the names of “natural,” *naturally formed
and government supported” and “ government supported and self-
promoted. 7 According to the analysis of formation mechanism, this
book builds three kinds of cultivation paths based on capital,
technology and management, and points out that we should innovate in
the path of cluster entrepreneurship.

5. Ecological product supply and farmers’ entrepreneurship

research. This book analyses the role and function of forest resources;
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cultural, geographical environment; management system and farmers in
ecological entrepreneurship. This book also clarifies its operating
mechanism, and discusses the influencing factors that urge farmers to take
ecological protection in entrepreneurship from farmers’ ideology.

6. Study on the behavior of farmers’ decision-making and
entrepreneurship in forest zones based on the assumption that all
farmers are rational. According to the optimization theory, the
decision-making behavior of the farmers on the choice of venture is
analyzed. Among them, the decision-making behavior in the choice of
farmers’ entrepreneurial intention and outside factors is emphasized,
which lays a foundation for the further mechanism design.

7. Mechanism design for farmers’ entrepreneurship in forest
zones. This book analyses how to make each participant get consistent
with their expected targets by designing game-playing. On this basis,
the economic mechanism of farmers’ entrepreneurship in forest zones is
designed to promote the farmers’ entrepreneurship.

8. The design of governmental supporting policy for farmers’
entrepreneurship in forest zones. It contains government financial
support and financial policies, venture project support and security
policy, innovation and technical support and training policies,
entrepreneurial environment and construction policies and so on. By
following these, this book analyses three key issues of fund setting,
cooperative governance and cultivation talents in the policy system.

The innovation and features of this book are shown as follows.

1. Based on case study, in-depth interviews and related theories,
a theoretical framework of IEOP is built with the background of

collective forest rights. This book integrates the reform of collective
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forest rights, the entrepreneurial intention, the entrepreneurial
organization, the corresponding support policies and farmers’
entrepreneurial behavior into a complete analytical framework. On the
basis of case analysis and in-depth interviews, and by combining the
methods of institutional economics and evolutionary game theory, this
book establishes the IEOP theoretical framework under the reform of
collective forest rights. This study makes up the shortage of research
on entrepreneurship of farmers, enriching the relevant theories as
well.

2. Study on the influencing factors of farmers’ entrepreneurship
under the reform of collective forest rights based on the large sample
and empirical analysis. This book applies the entrepreneurial intention
research method to farmers’ entrepreneurship. With the help of the
entrepreneurial intention questionnaire data, this book explores
farmers’ entrepreneurship of individual characteristics of the internal
and external factors, and SEM is used to analyse the influencing path
among factors. This study fills in the gap in the study of the influencing
path among factors.

3. Based on the theoretical framework and empirical analyses,
this book explores the innovative organization model of farmers’
entrepreneurship and establishes the performance improvement
mechanism. Based on the mathematical model of expected return of
investors and entrepreneurs, this book analyses an incentive
mechanism, a restraint mechanism and a control mechanism and gives
specific measures from the perspective of interests maximizing. This
area has been a lack of in-depth study, but it is an important practical

problem on the entrepreneurial organization practice, and this book
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provides specific guidance from the micro level.

4. Building their entrepreneurial government support policy system
with in-depth interviews. This book establishes a relationship between
the influencing factors and policies based on the exploring of influencing
factors, and then builds the farmers’ entrepreneurship supporting policy
system through the farmers’ entrepreneurship policy requirement
interview. The research can provide the basis theory and practice for the
government to formulate the supporting policies from the macro level.

This book is written on the basis of generalizing relevant study
achievements of authors in farmers’ entrepreneurship in the past five
years; it also contains academic wisdom of the research group
members and students. Yongji Xue made the writing frame, and wrote
Chapter 1 to Chapter 7, Chapter 10, Chapter 11; An Xin ( Beijing
Forestry University) wrote Chapter 8 and Chapter 9. Wanyi Zhang took
part in the writing of Chapter 2; Weiwei Sun, Haoyu Qi took part in
the writing of Chapter 3; Chaoran Ren took part in the writing of
Chapter 4. Xuelin Lu took part in the writing of Chapter 5; Xinyu Liu
took part in the writing of Chapter 6; Yuanyuan Liang took part in the
writing of Chapter 7; Fuhua Ge took part in the writing of Chapter 8 ;
Xiao Feng took part in the writing of Chapter 9.

Because of the limitation of the authors’ level, the shortcomings
are unavoidable. Welcome academic colleagues to make comments and

corrections.

Author
May 20, 2015, at Beijing Forestry University
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