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From “Open Door” to “WTO” .
Analysis on the United States’ Foreign
Economic Strategy in the 20™ Century

(Abstract)
By Jin Wei Xing
Soochow University , Jiangsu
Province P.R. China

The open door policy was not just limited to the United
States” policy in China in the end of the 19" century. Iis inten-
tion was to establish a new world order of maintaining the equal
trade opportunity in the Far East. During the time, the govern-
ment of the United States dttempted to protect the integrity of the
Far Eastern (mainly in China) market and the total opening
through the carving-up by the big powers of imperialism. The
“ Opportunity Equality” principle in the open door policy reflects
the United States” traditional social value and foreign strategy in
the Progressivism movement at the time. It also showed the spe-
cial intention of maintaining idealism value viewpoint in its at-
tempt during American imperialism expansion in the 20" centu-
ry. Though the principle suffered setback constantly in the Far
Eastern international affairs in the first half of the century, but

the previous American governments (from William Mckinley to
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Franklin D. Roosevelt ) all stuck to it, furthermore involved to
the world war for the sake. To the United States, to take part in
the twice of world war was to strive for the “Open Door” of glo-
bal economy, and to realize the idealist goal of “Opportunity
Equality” in the world trade market . This aim was at last gained
in “GATT” ( the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) ini-
tiated in the Bretton Forest Conference after the World War [[ .
Today’s “WTO” (the World Trade Organization) has made the
aim become the common principle in the world trade coopera-
tion. Hence the“Open Door” has become the economic strategy
of the United States’ expansion in the 20" century.

From proclaiming the “Open Door” note in China, to es-
tablishing “WTO” which has at last become an effective mecha-
nism in opening and coordinating the world trade market. It in-
dicated that the trade and commerce based United States, rapid-
ly strengthened through the second industrial revolution, pos-
sessed the future consciousness of global market opening in the
strategic policy of getting rid of isolationism and joining the im-
perialism expansion in the world market. Worthy study is this
historical experience of successfully obtaining the leadership,
with little effort of its own, in the world multi-sides trade open-
ing system during and after the World War II .
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