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Abstracts

Equality and freedom are the two fundamental values pursued
by the human community for hundreds of years. As far as the initial
meanings of the two values are concerned, they have in fact reflected
two different attitudes towards the acquisition of property. The two
attitudes have led the different communities to commencing their
different histories. Equality has been one of the basic values pursued
by the Chinese society as well, which in the end has formulated e-
quality demands in economy, sense of authority in politics and the
notion of harmony in culture. Since the Crete, the Western society
has been probing for the path to freedom and as a choice between the
conflicting values, i.e. equality and freedom, the Western society
has conceived a notion of natural law and converted to Christianity.
Influenced by this, individual rights have become the core elements
to be guaranteed by private law culture in the area of law. The
Western civilization and the notion of natural law is the crystal of the
conflicts of the main human civilizations, indicating a human effort

to advocate and constrain the human desire in a material world.



2 Abstracts

Author of this book, in consideration of the different paths that
the Western and Eastern societies have taken and the present cir-
cumstances of the different societies, attempts to find out the most
essential constraining elements in different societies. In particular,
author of this book has endeavored to construe some of the most sig-
nificant human phenomenon related to law in history. It is conclud-
ed that equality and freedom have been the two most fundamental
values which played such an important role in the formation of dif-
ferent civilizations.

For a decade in the transition from a self-sufficient agricultural
society to an industrial and commercial society, two different ap-
proaches have been adopted by the Eastern and Western civilizations
in a material world. In annotating the different origins and develop-
ment of different civilizations, author of this book has attempted to
offer solutions to some of the intricate problems in the process of civ-

ilization.
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