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Unit 1—1 '
After the Great Fire

On the night of September 2, 1666, a fire broke out in a
baker’s shop near Fish Street Hill in London. Before the flames
were finally extinguished, nearly the entire city had been reduced
to ashes. Over 13 thousand homes, 50 churches, and numerous
public buildings and hospitals were lost in the blaze. For all
practical purposes, London was destroyed.

The Great Fire was not seen as a total tragedy, however.
The very bad conditions of the city had been attacked by physi-
cians and humanitarians for years before the fire, thus with the
opportunity clearly presented to create a shining new city, artists
and craftsmen from all over England hurried to submit their de-
signs for the rebuilding of London.

Among those who submitted plans was Sir Christopher
Wren, one of England’s leading architects. The task of rebuild-
ing the city was given to him. Wren realized that the Great Fire
would not have been so damaging if the city had been better laid
out. He also felt that redesigning the main thoroughfares of Lon-
don would result in increased and more effective transportation
within the city. .

Shortly after Wren began working on his {irst drafts for the
rebuilding , King Charles I issued a proclamation prohibiting the
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construction of any house or shop within the city limits until af-
ter the plans were completed. When the plans were unveiled to
the citizens of London, however, they were overwhelmingly re-
jected.

Winter was approaching, consequently, it was necessary for
the rebuilding to proceed at once. Permission was, therefore,
granted to townspeople and landlords to commence reconstruc-
tion of their houses and shops at the sites where they had been
before the fire. Had the need for immediate action not been so
pressing, some kind of compromise could likely have been
reached. This was not to be, however, and the ideas that could
have made London one of the world’s most beautiful cities never

came to pass.

Vocabulary
flame [fleim ] n. KAG
extinguisth [iks'tingwi[ ] v. BE K
blaze [bleiz] n. P&
tragedy [Mtraedzadi] n. ER
humanitarian [hjuimzni'tearian ] n. AEBENH
submit [seb'mit ] v. B, B
architect [akitekt ] n. =i i
thoroughfare ['9arofea(r)] n. il
proclamation [iprokla'meifn] n. = H
unveil [an'veil] v. T
overwhelmingly [ouvo'welminli] adv. R HiHL
consequently ['konsikwantli] adv.  FFLA, BT
commence [ka'mens] v. 5
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compromise ("kompromaiz ] n. Zth
Notes

1. break out ®#%
War broke out in 19309.
1939 SRR R T # 5.
Rioting broke out between rival groups of fans.
X5 BRE Z 8] R A T AL
2. for all practical purposes ZHE I,3Ekr
The sale was supposed to last for a week, but for all practical
purposes it’s over.
BMHEFEBRERE A, RTEHR ERECLERT.
3. lay out AitXHh L HE
lay out a town, a garden iRitIRT, M E L
a well laid-out magazine RITIFERHE
4. result in PPHIEFEHREER
Our efforts resulted in success/failure.
RINEB AR TR/ KNT .
The talks resulted in reducing the number of missiles/missile
reduction.
WA R T FHBE.
5. come to pass LI
Many people would like the electoral system to be reformed

but I don’t believe this will ever come to pass.

TR N\ HAE BB 2B B, H R U A RE LI .



Exercises

. Multiple choice
. The Great Fire of London began

I. in a bakery II. in 1666

III. at night IV. on the second of September.
a. I,II,II b. I,1II,IV

c. LLIL,IV d. I,II,1I,IV

. The word “thoroughfares” in the third paragraph refers to

a. public places b. alleys

c. streets d. highways

. What became of the plans for the rebuilding of London?

a. Nothing—they were never put to effect.

b. They were adopted in modified form.

c. They were followed and London was rebuilt at once.

d. Nothing —was rebuilt as it had been before the fire.

. Which of the following describes the author’s probable atti-

tude toward Sir Christopher Wren’s plans?

a. He thinks it a mistake to rebuild London according to
Wren’s designs.

b. He regrets that London was not rebuilt according to
Wren’s designs.

c. He feels that some other man would have done better.

d. He feels that Wren’s idea has much influence on city plan-
ning until now.

. Which of the following would be an appropriate title for the

passage?
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a. The Life and Times of Sir Christopher Wren.
b. The Rebuilding of London.

¢. The Damage of Fish Street Hill.

d. The London that Might Have Been.

II. Answer the following questions

1. Why wasn’t the Great Fire seen as a total tragedy?

2. What did Sir Christopher Wren think of the layout of London
before the fire and what was his idea about the rebuilding of
the city?

3. Why didn’t Wren’s plan for rebuilding London come into ef-
fect?

HI. Cloze

It must have been after two o’clock in the morning when the
last guest 1 their leave, and although we had enjoyed their
_ 2 , my wife and I were quite thankful to shut thedoor 3
them. We left all the dirty dishes and glasses 4 , and, after
opening a few windows to let some fresh air in and the smell of
stale 5 out, we climbed into bed and fell asleep.

1 6 asleep for more than half an hour when I awoke with

a strong smell of smoke in 7 . Still half asleep, I 8 into

the lounge, and there, through 9 clouds of smoke, I saw

that one of the curtains was 10 fire. I should have closed the
windows then without delay, but 11 I tried to beat out the
flames with a folded newspaper. 12 this failed I hastened into
the kitchento 13 a bucket and fill it with water. At the same
time I shouted to Barbara, Who 14 dialed 999 to summon the
fire brigade 15 coming to my aid. We had to work at top
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speed carrying buckets of water from the kitchen to prevent the

flames,

We

16 by the breeze from the windows, from spreading.

17 to extinguish the fire but we managed to keep it

18 in check until the arrival of the firemen. Fortunately,

they arrived promptly and they had little difficulty 19 out the

flames.

9. a.

C.

10.

For most of the 20 of the day we worked hard.

. asked

. Were on

. accompanying

. company

. for

. behind

. as they were

with us

. smoking

food

. must not have been
could not have been
. my nostrils

our kitchen

. looked

. opened

dense

large amounts

a. in

C. near

11. a. once more

c. hard

« 6
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EFART AT AATAT QAT ATAT AT AT

took
waited
companion
friendship
on

before
there
lying about
tobacco
wine

must fall
needn’t tell you that I was
the lounge
outside
staggered
searched
numerous
tiny

at

on

this time

instead



12.

13,

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

. Unfortunately
. When

. catch

. grip

. hurriedly

. intentionally
. without

. while

. put out

. fired

. were unable
. ought

. particularly
. up

. to put

. at putting

. trouble

. rest

Lo T AT AT AT AT ST BT AT

For

Till
snatch
grab
reluctantly
purposely
before
that is
fanned
near
knew how
had
partially
back

of putting
in putting
half

fire



Unit 1—2
Language Learning

Some people scem to have a knack for learning languages.
They can pick up new vocabulary, master rules of grammar. and
learn to write in a new language more quickly than others. They
do not seem to be any more intelligent than others, so what
makes language learning so much easier for them? Perhaps if we
take a close look at these successful language learners we may
discover a few of the techniques which make language learning
easier for them.

First of all, successful language learners are independent
learners. They do not depend on the book or the teacher; they
discover their own way to learn the language. Instead of waiting
for the teacher to explain, they try to find the patterns and the
rules for themselves. They are good guessers who look for clues
and form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they
guess again. They try to learn from their mistakes.

Next, successful language learners are learners with a pur-
pose. They want to learn the language because they are interest-
ed in the language and the people who speak it. It is necessary
for them to learn the language in order to communicate with
these people and to learn from them. They find it easy to prac-
tise using the language regularly because they want to learn with

8



1t.

Finally, successful language learners are active. They do
not wait for a chance to use the language; they look for such a
chance. They find people who speak the language and they ask
these people to correct their mistakes. They will try anything to
communicate. They are not afraid to repeat what they hear or to
say strange things; they are willing to make mistakes and try a-
gain. When communication is difficult, they can accept informa-
tion that is inexact or incomplete, It is more important for them
to learn to think in the language than to know the meaning of ev-
ery word.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are a success-
ful language learner, you have probably been learning indepen-
dently, actively, and purposefully. On the other hand, if your
language learning has been less successful, you might do well to

try some of the techniques outlined above.

Vocabulary
knack [naek] n. B9,k
technique [tek'ni:k] n. BAR,FE
independent [\indi'pendant ] adj. B
pattern ['peetn] n. LB
clue [klu:] n. R
conclusion (ken'klu:zn ] n &2
communicate [ko'mju:nikeit ] v. 'R A
regularly ['regjulali]- adv. BGfEH
Inexact [iinig'zeekt | adj. AHEHE
purposefully ['pa:posiali] adv. "REH;HHWH

e 9.
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outline [autlain ] v. H
Notes

1. take a close look at sth. fFf4HEHEREF
Take a close look at this letter.
FHBEREXHEF.

2. form one’s conclusion 7845
What conclusions do you form from the evidence you’ve
heard?

YR IAOTE M UESE A8 B T AR

3. be afraid to do sth. EHEHE
Don’t be afraid to ask for help if you need it.
MEREFTHE, RERERCRLHB) .
He’s afraid to go out alone at night.

o E BRI A HiT.

4. be willing to do sth. EEMEH

Are you willing to accept responsibility?

REEAETIEG?
Exercises

1. True or False
( ) 1. Successful language learners use special techniques to
learn languages.
() 2. Successful language learners learn the rules and patterns
of the language from books.
() 3. Successful language learners find it easy to practise using
the language because they look for inexact information.
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