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FOREWORD

It is a pleasure for me to write this Foreword for my friend
and colleague Professor Hu Zhuanglin. It is just over twenty
years since he and I first became acquainted, when Professsor Hu
spent two years in the Department of Linguistics at the University
of Sydney, of which I was then Head. Since that time he has
written prolifically on a broad range of topics in English and
Chinese linguistics, in linguistic theory and its applications, as
well as reviews and appraisals of the work of other scholars. He
has now brought together a number of his important publications,
and it is to be warmly welcomed that these will now be appearing
in a single volume.

During these twenty years Hu Zhuanglin has played the lead-
ing role in introducing Chinese linguists and teachers to functional
theories of language; in particular, to the type of functional lin-
guistics that my colleagues and I had been developing since the
1960s, systemic functional linguistics.

The principle behind functional linguistics is clear. While
every linguistic theory must account for the forms of a language
(otherwise it is not a linguistic theory at all), there can be consid-
erable variation in how these forms are contextualized and ex-
plained. In a functional theory of language, the forms are ex-
plained in terms of their functions: that is, in terms of the parts
they play in the organization of the language as a repository of
meaning. In other words, while a functional description embodies
both forms and functions, it is the latter that are taken as the fun-

damental organizing concept.



What then is special about systemic functional linguistics?
Systemic theory adds a number of additional parameters, of which
perhaps three are particularly significant. (1) It explains the basic
organization of language in terms of “metafunctions”; the elemen-
tal functions in which human language has evolved. These are (i)
construing human experience — making sense of the world in
which we find ourselves; (ii) enacting human relationships —
carrying out the interaction which constitutes our social life.
These two are integrated in language by means of a third meta-
function; (iii) creating discourse — enabling the other two to be
embodied in a coherent flow of meaning. Some of Professor Hu's
important papers have concerned grammatical features of both the
second and the third of these metafunctional components, in
Chinese and other languages.

(2) Systemic theory represents language “systemically”: at -
every step the question is asked, “What are the total possibilities
open to the speaker or writer at this point in the language?”
Hence the description provides a comprehensive picture of a lan-
guage as a resource for meaning, not as an inventory of words and
structures. Language can be seen to be actively making meanings,
not passively reflecting meanings made in some other mysterious
location.

(3) Systemic theory locates and interprets linguistic features
by reference to their systemic potential as defined in (2), inde-
pendently of how such features may be realized in the form of
structure. Hence the description of a language, and the compari-
son of one language with another, will not be distorted by acci-
dental similarities and differences.

These and other aspects of systemic functional linguistics are
well brought out in Professor Hu’s work, including in the admira-
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ble “Survey of Systemic Functional Grammar” co-authored by
himself together with Professors Zhu Yongsheng and Zhang Delu
and published by the Hunan Educational Press in 1989.

Through his writing — but also through his many years of
teaching — Hu Zhuanglin has introduced a significant number of
students to functional linguistics; many of these have gone on to
become accomplished linguists in their turn, researching and
teaching in universities and colleges throughout the different re-
gions of China.

Professor Hu took the main initiative in founding the Chinese
Systemic Functional Linguistics Association, which held its first
conference in Beijing in 1989, and has since held a national confer-
ence every second year. The proceedings of each conference have
appeared in print, some with Professor Hu himself as an editor;
together they make up a most valuable series of publications, with
contributions on an impressive range of topics, theoretical and de-
scriptive, relating to Chinese and to other languages. In 1995
Professor Hu organized and chaired the 22nd International Sys-
temic Functional Congress, held at Peking University. This was a
highly successful occasion, with scholars from many countries
participating. Through the collaboration of Professors Cheng
Musheng and Fang Yan of Tsinghua University, the Congress
was preceded by a Linguistic Institute at which teachers and
students from all over China were introduced to the theory and
descriptive methods of systemic functional linguistics.

Recently Professor Hu has been much in demand as a speaker
at international conferences, and I have had the pleasure of con-
tinuing our personal friendship and opportunities for lively discus-
sion. 1 look forward to seeing the present volume of his writings
appear in print; | congratulate him on this important venture, and
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I wish it every success.

M. A. K. Halliday
Urunga, New South Wales
January, 2000
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HCHBEE YRR —FREZHERANSECR 199 F 8 A,
FABEXN R RELBOAN  ZR2IHELT . ARETRTE
ez E. MREXEMNEENTE MARNERE. XHPH
—BAEAREE OEAETH, MHFHLEFTFREEITENEK
R iR B .

EXMAEBH—LNETREEN, RG] —LEME, B
EREFEHPAZ N EHTHEARABE —ENRELE. SHE,
m “EHAE-mBRERELSNUEERAERE XNMER,
MBI RAIEBETFHERE Y, WTHRERITNE
B, Ba A ADGEIR—H. BERRELEXEIERK S G
B, BXEREK, i, RBOXEHBASENER. X6,
RABRRAXARBR, MEAALHIERTRACHBEESM
HARPTTE o

1990 sEp M SR ERIET W RN LBREERE LE
B TESMES %Y, A B EXAEEL, REF
T TR E AR M REERBE B ECABER
B ABREBRXE—ITERE - RENHNEENER LIEST 28
PIRHLIR, IR £ XM E G RBMER T EXHEE, BER
EXEEREFTFH BB LEERERINEBFERS WA
HASLRANXRE —FHBERAR MR MRS, EH
i, EAEXMIEEXREHEKFR. FeRPEGTAMNE
FERCERGHFBRTERM UELRM G EEETHFR - EL8K
b EEZ AR T SRR MAFFE R G 2.

FHERNE 2 ATNBRAWREBEEN —LHRRE. RE
REERESOENRCLEIAREZRNBABEA. AMIEELH
BN RANRBEERARBER KX A2milt. “EN5H
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W —XUABELRARBESEAME I SLEERR
BHEm, AR REAERN, PENEESIEREEBE
SHEFEME TR FARPEFNEEE KANEFFEERAATR.
“ROEVIBESSENITENAREYBETFEHASEOH
RHER FAES FBREMXRRER. XA —THHRRBR
H.E2BERRAREE  XBNMBEFEBNRENGEEENE
E, BRRURHMENERRNER, RABTFEEHEARB ..
“HAEBEBEMNHE TRE"REERN 190 FERARGEHEES
AERARESWHESENLIGEHZRIH, K54, Rt o
FRERNEE BEZISSENER. EEXRKRS WHET
RREXFPRIBESHFENBEPE, —BELSE 22 ERRRLE
BB S ¥ KRS TF 1995 £ 7 AfES R KEBHF.

RIGRNR AR EMER, REAFRBLH AR ZRALZ
BRI R A KR, R E XA E AR IR AR & X E
BEMHRANBENNERBE TR BRANBRRARE
B AEBHERMBEZIBEBEERFRN XEFREDIEBE? F
Mg READRE? N EEARERI AT XARRAWEE
I, 1992 &, REFRBEEEARAAKBZ RSN BEE, £
BEHEHBRYT AT REZCBRRKRFNES¥R. BT
HATBMIEEAR RO BEE XA FTHRIAZEDRELH—
HWiEG A, BE—E W E S (Boas), 2} (Lamb) . Jk %
(Pike) % 51, A & B & hr £ IR B U0 % (Chafe) . Z i/ (LD . 5 18 #
(Thompson) . f# « P BT (Du Bois) % A HFRER A RN F W
(Givon) \ g4 (Heine) F A . EARXKITRIMRE  REEETH
KWREMYIRAPIHACE, 1995 FRTRIFBPIXKREZR, X
BRTAXEMRE. NZR - BRUXEBANTRRDH, HGAR
NEA—%ifE. A TREEE . BRIRAZEENFMOOERM
F¥ MENER TRMTERR GERAMERE,

e EXHM— P EERS BRIBT IR FHES A
EXERFEFRERARNETSHITRE. XERBERITX—FEH
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RAR. EHRMNETTF90 FRMBER I EHIIEES
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RN TRRY REEROEE, FXEREHR P — i
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RXBERHFACRAERRENAEELNERRER, AT &
T HALE MR EER. TR, B ERE RS EEE”
5 3 [ T B 3 SO T RE A B0 N A 43 0T 5 IR 0 O o R g
. ARG R B R R R R E TR 4 TR AT B RS iR A
HHT " — SO R B R B E R A AN K AT .

KPLR . BRE2LCUEREASERREZETLRK. A
BOMEBENINE R EMORER & — HiEF MR, BE IR
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FENETFEBMALE GIUE B A GE IR A 5 L5 R i 4
XY MEARFEN 2. RE WM, 76572 MR 78>
THRERSMT —H28LICRT ASHKEMINR., XFiES
HEMESAARREXEREREIBELAXELSNES
BOREIGERR S BEAEATIUENRAMSE., MFELR
BRI, BRE NS N H SR, B RBESHEZCHEN A,
BEERRIGET RS RMBRIERLHRE. ZEBERE LM
WREFE AR R BB BT i, B R J5 — Bt HE B T g
By, “HEBU BB B 187 — 30, X 4 B 5 LB iE A
HACHXT LR 2 W R ST S I B AR R B T AR B
B — et . 1998 FR(DRIGEI R % 100R 4, REZ
SO 4R BA R S IR B HLCSGE ) B R AR A S %t Z5 R 9 5 R
BRTEAES . A XL, BB R MRS ¥R IBPE
MEEEVUERT LI, HEM; 3L, SME R RDGE R b 58 %
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ABHBRE-METHEERETHANKXR . RAEP R
BEFRBRAEE. ARSEREE” - CREEFERE™
HIERE R, BT 0 & W R 6 AR R e 6 S
HHMRESR. BAME#E Bakhtin) 9 T —BRWE T XE
P “EHEEHEFESE - XMAFESEMESTFHUMAIL
REHESHTEMR. XERAIEHEHRARL %M, ZOEE
XHBgREAZ —. “HAFSERROETHE - XWELH
HWABTHSEZHTRIHE MG AEEHOF WA 15,20 4R
H—TEEAMELNERESRZ -REWMEENE. 6558
T AR - BT vk B A B R BT X TR 5T A IR
ko — & 3 E 3] R (Lakoff) 45 A X455 Bauway « % M R Mgy & Ak B vy
LA R B B BT A3 —~ SR BN A MBI X R 5 —
ARERAMNMEERERTIR, ARBEFTHEARER LR &
AR, KR THR EARSZEYHREZEL T AL
TR BT H A E SRR H 2 B e B 7 A A R,
REFBERE R A ERX BB KB, 5 — 3 . s
ETHH. SREAENTERIIETREHNRE.

BRE O FRERNARDIBEXNESEXREILERS
MELEAETHET AUHMTERARELZHM —EFHERAR
F. SIMEHEERREBH R T REBRROIT U RFLA S
HEAE BT R X — 0 BB LUSE B, B 7R R OR B . XS
BEEEREECOMEBEESE) OMEE) (BSMEF¥).(OMES
SMEBE) COOMESBE) COMEBT ) (CBARSME ) (CRESMED .
(LR K2R R B SN B R B 22 10 (B R#F 2 M) (R
BRERFFROSFWT, URCGEEHRESNA) (BHRNERLS
LBR)(PEEFEAREAR)FRXEEL R, ERSFUEEH
ERMBHIFNEIRFIBRY. BEHVINEXREHFEERN,
ERAEATRER— ERALREHEMNEE.

FEERE ARG BHNEZREEREAER, KR 27
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Th e E MR %

I it & X (functionalism) $§ 4R iE F % 7 5B X F CHE I
K—RREN. EEEETIES AL ZRP I LMY EEkR
WENHRBEMESHIENNGBEEMNAT ZNIES %M, B
iX B BT U T BE 7E P9 R L 3 O A A AR R SCER R R I BB YR
B RMET A 6E (Lyons, 1968 194),

REMPIEEIRBA 30 FREHR BT L7 “hEiEEK”
SRE,HORREXEREFTHER MEALREERHERE
o ARAEREICFEALAAEDEEN. BERARNEKE,
3 & B (Lyons) 7E 5 1968 4E {2 1 F (18 1E 5 % 8 MUk
DR ARAR”, RFERBIIEEE X7, H 1981 e — LS
REFRIKETSEFERRIP TR RGBT L. B,
AEREEH ER(PERERL2H - 55 XFH)(198) K%
FyWBIIEE E XTI EEIEF ¥ BB F A hAs F IR, X 368 4 uf A
MM E XWEEERMAMERENEBRELARRE. X
W A SCHE XN REE XMW FERRE—NF .

L hEeEX M EERIK

1.1 A FEIR

BEER BN E LA RN T 1926 4 g 57 #9 A L
iR Bt A S F A (Mathesius) B 4“8 — M A EH KK E
B—xE Kk AL B LR K5 (Vachek) W i3 4 hi
BFERARAEACHEZAUUER TEE. SHHEE.
WERFIIATEEZARE - ANBELEH A PERLEER”
(Fried, 1972: §),

AR FERARONEAEESERRT TR ES
EHESFRER ESEXEFRNDBMNDERSBETER
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REXFTERRE. TEERREFIERAEUTEE:

(D) XEEFEMERE. 8 HZM K (Trubetzkoi) 1A K
HEEBRETDNRFAR T ORISR L AEE. MTARHAEGX
F. BEXNMENT S U FThEE . A RIS (Samp-
son,1980:107), X HFHMBIREEFRERBRBRAM LM ER .
BF R BB — R R R & 76 2 (Jakobson) ZEXF 3 X ThE i — 2 4
FERE T/ NFEMBRAM— X BIHERFE. :

(2) e . DRAKW ERA (Danes) FNHHFER
BRpEEREEMN—SE— RN BIEKFARN, £
RATRRIH & 45 (Sgall,1987:48), M FESXGREANALERE
HLMEDNSHAR. RO FHFERS RGBT ENERARE
B ZEFEHE”. —REAGEENHSEBEES HXREHH
BEREK RZEXELHELT . FERELEHIITHNMNEBRS
(Firbas, 1972.77) . XX &G XM P85 B .28 FiBEMLO
BEEMOXHENTERERRE.

(3) RFINEEAAT L. B A0 3 2E R A 8 (Bihler) i B
RBBFEFHREIIE RE DR BRIBOES. Hhk
IR BB R 18 RT3 (Mukarovsky) ZE LRl F 32 8 T X346 & b
WK% Thak, LKA R 9“8 467 % 8% (Sampson, 1977), LU
JE MEA A Xt — Y BRI BETheE . Eahsh k. & m
IhRE T IE B T RE A FF2E Th BB /S B (Jakobson, 1960), -

(4) THEESURFE S hrvEdk. A 1932 4E /5, M R 2 IR U
SHEFFRMENRE T M S R TR E M BRTEE.
Rt AERLGREBER RO REREMAHFHOBES
KRS RP BET IR XR"NES. XRAEXESHHELE
“EERERTRASERNEER.

(5 fFictE. EEREPIRRXFIERE, EHFEH—F
FRABARICR XS E R BRI, dRic RS s
BIEEAIE XA .

BEMERGHBEROSXRNEHAERERE RIERT,
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