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Preface

I have adapted the nine stories in this book, these small treasures of American culture and
history, so they can be shared with advanced learners of English——students still learning
accuracy in reading and writing their second language.

The stories have been adapted to feature specific points of grammar in a meaningful context.
Verb tenses, sentence patterns, and word forms are discussed and practiced in extensive exercises
following each story. All the language in the grammar exercises comes from the stories, and each
story uses the grammatical structures taught in the exercises.

While the purpose of the book is to increase a student's reading and writing skills, the stories
and the American context in which they were written are so interesting that everyone should enjoy
reading American Short Stories. Rich characters, clear plots and conflicts, and surprising
resolutions make these stories entertaining to all readers, even those with limited English-language
skills.

As students are talking, reading, and writing about the interesting American topics central to
these stories, they will be practicing troublesome grammatical structures and learning to write
accurately.

The second edition has been expanded and revised in several ways:

| Three new stories have been added. American Short Stories now contains enough
fiction for most intermediate reading classes.

] New pre-reading sections introduce the author and the historical background of each
story. Students are encouraged to make predictions and anticipate what they are going to read.

L Maps and graphs illustrate the history and development of the United States at the time
each story was written. Exercises help students learn how to interpret the information.

= New reading exercises help students learn to analyze text for meaning, to break down
fiction into more easily understandable parts.

Students who read American Short Stories will sharpen vocabulary skills and become better
readers. They will leam to enjoy reading fiction as they are introduced to basic concepts of literary
analysis and the rich heritage of American literature. They should gain a general understanding of
how the United States began, grew, and developed into a modem industrial nation, and they should
learn something of America's peoples and their struggles.

American Short Stories will prove to be both enjoyable and profitabie to ali who read it.

Greg Costa
San Francisco, California
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Ten million eager immigrants entered the U.S. between 1860 and 1890.

The Fat of
the Land
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ANZIA YEZIERSKA



2  The Fat of the Land

THE AUTHOR

Anzia Yezierska immigrated to the United States with her
Jewish family from Poland when she was just a small girl.
Poverty forced her to work in sweatshops during the day, but
hard work in night school earned her scholarships and a
teaching degree from Columbia University in 1904. She married
twice and had one daughter, but she did not find her path in life
until she met the philosopher and educator John Dewey at
Columbia in 1917. He encouraged her to write about the
immigrant community in which she grew up. When “The Fat of
the land” won the O’Hare prize for best short story of1919,
Anzia Yezierska finally found success. She moved to Hollywood,
where she became popular as a woman who rose up from a poor
background in the ghetto to become a famous writer. Although
she had some further success during the 1920s, her career ended
with the economic depression of the 1930s. She died in obscurity
in 1970, well before her stories were rediscovered by a new
generation of American women.
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THE STORY

“The Fat of the Land” is the story of a family divided by two
cultures. The main character, Hanneh Breineh, comes to live in
the United States as a married woman with six children to rise.

She keeps the culture of her old country, Poland, but her
children adopt American values and lifestyles when they grow
up. In the first part of the story we see Hanneh Breineh in New

York City struggling to raise her children. The second part of the
story takes place years later, afier the children have grown up
and become wealthy, successful Americans. But can they make
their old mother happy? As we see in the story, the generation
gap that often causes problems between young and old can only
be worse when the older generation comes from a different
world.
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sash: window

)

swindler: crook,
cheater

T

pacifier: plastic
nipple for sucking
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The Fat of the Land
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H anneh Breineh leaned out of her apartment into the airshaft
and knocked on her neighbor’s window.

“Can you loan me your boiler for the clothes?”she called.

Mrs. Pelz lifted up the sash. “The boiler? What’s the matter
with yours again? Didn’t you tell me you had it fixed already last
week?”

“Damn him, the robber, the way he fixed it! If you have no luck
in this world, then it’s better not to live. There I spent fifteen cents
to stop one hole, and it runs out another. How I fought bargaining
with him to get it down to fifteen cents! He wanted a quarter, the
swindler. I curse him from my bitter heart for every penny he took
from me for nothing!”

“You've got to watch all those swindlers, or they’ll steal the
whites out of your eyes,” warned Mrs. Pelz. “You should have tried
out your boiler before you paid him. Wait a minute until [ empty
out my dirty clothes in a pillow case, then I'll hand it to you.”

Mrs. Pelz returned with the boiler and tried to hand it across
to Hanneh Breineh, but it would not fit through the small window.
“You’ve got to come in for the boiler yourself,” said Mrs. Pelz.

“Wait until I tie my Sammy on to the high chair so he doesn’t
fall again. He’s so wild that ropes won’t hold him.” Hanneh Breineh
tied the child in the chair, stuck a pacifier in his mouth, and went
in to her neighbor.

As she took the boiler Mrs. Pelz said, “Do you know Mrs. Melker
ordered fifty pounds of chicken for her daughter’s wedding? And
such fat chickens! My heart melted in me just looking at them.”

Hanneh Breineh smacked her thin, dry lips, a hungry gleam in
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her sunken eyes. “Fifty pounds!” she gasped. “It isn’t possible. How
do you know?

“I heard her with my own ears. I saw them with my own eyes.
And she said she will chop up the chicken livers with onions and
eggs for an appetizer, and then she will buy twenty-five pounds of
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fish, and cook it sweet and sour with raisins, and she said she will
bake all her strudels in pure chicken fat.”

“Some people work themselves up in the world,” sighed
Hanneh Breineh. “For them America is flowing with milk and
s“"i“'ea‘::dsm':li‘lgg honey. In the old country Mrs. Melker used to get shriveled up

# %, % | fromhunger. She and her children used to live on potato peelings

and crusts of dry bread, and in America she lives to eat chicken,




