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A Before Reading

1 Fill in the bubbles with words concerning the water cycle.

Water Cycle

2 Fill in the bubbles with the words concerning some natural

disasters caused by water.

My Notes:
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The Water Supply

When you turn on the tap in your house water comes out. This
water has travelled a long way. This water comes from rain in the
sky. The way that water arrives to the tap in your house is called
the ‘water supply'.

Most of the water on the earth is in the ocean. This water has
alot of salt in it. We cannot drink this water. Salt water makes us
ill. But when the sun shines it heats up a part of the ocean. This
water rises up to make clouds in the sky. The more water rises up,
the heavier and larger the clouds become. The clouds will get so
heavy and large that they will change colour from white to grey.
The water will fall down into rivers and lakes as rain and travel
back to the sea. This is called the ‘water cycle’. We use half of the
water that falls over the earth as rain.

Engineers build dams and reservoirs to save as much water
for us as possible. They also drill down into the earth to find
water underground. The rain that falls needs to be collected
carefully. The area of land over which rainfall is collected is called
a ‘catchment area’. A catchment area will have many rivers in it.
After it has rained, the rivers carry the water over the ground
and into a reservoir. A reservoir is like a large lake where the
water is kept.

The water supply starts with a source. A source is where the
water comes from. Water that is used from rivers and reservoirs is

called ‘surface water’. Surface water is taken from top of the
P
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The water cycle.

ground. But there are other ways to collect water. Natural springs
bring up water from deep down in the earth. Holes called ‘wells’
or ‘bore holes’ can be put down into the earth to get to this water.
This water is called ‘ground water’. Ground water can be found
in between rocks underground. Ground water is usually cleaner
than the surface water. This is why people drill down into the
earth to look for water.

Ground water is usually taken and used as drinking water.
Surface water from large catchment areas is usually taken and
used for city industries and to water crops. A large city like

Tokyo uses lots of ground water. It costs a lot of money to drill for

4



ground water, but it is better than surface water. First, it is the
most pure source of water, although a little polluted. Second, it
is close to the upper part of the earth, and is not very difficult to
find. Third, it usually has the same temperature and is not too
hot or too cold to use. Fourth, water can still be found under-
ground even after years of drought or dry weather. A ‘drought’ is
when no rain falls. As time passes, the sun dries up the surface
water. Without water things begin to die. This is a problem in

hot countries.

People drill wells to collect ground water for drinking.
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So, scientists are always looking for new ways to find ground

water. Surface water moves quite quickly from the land to the

sea. Ground water moves much more slowly than surface water.

This is important as it means that the water is kept in the ground -

for a long time befare it gets to the sea. This lets the scientists

and engineers drill bore holes to get to it. They must try and find ;

the ‘water table’. The water table is where the water stays under

the ground. ‘
Scientists make a map that shows the geography of water

springs on land. From this, they can tell where the water table

lies. When it rains, only a small part of the rain water will go

down into the earth. A large part of it will run down into rivers

and streams. Only ten centimetres of rain water will get to the

water table. This is why it is important to save water. This is why

dams are built so that surface water can be saved and used carefully.

Scientists are now trying to find new ways to use water more

than once. This is called ‘recycling’.

We sometimes use dams to keep surface water in one place.
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