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PREFACE

Book of Change (I Ching) is the earliest philosophical work
extant in China. It has also been used as a book of divination for
over three thousand years. As it is full of images and symbols, this
book has been tinged with mysticism. People of all ages have beer.
bewildered by the patterns of change that govern the world. People
in present-day China still show wide interest in this anonymous mas-
terpiece.

Book of Change has been trarslated into various languages in
the world. Unfortunately, most of the translations are so literal that
a lot of annotations are needed if the foreign reader is to understand
anything at all. Besides, mc st of the translations were done outside
China a long time ago.

The present version claims to be the first translation published
in China since the founding of New China in 1949. The translators
have made a wide study of both the recent research of the masterpiece
and several translations published abroad. The readers will be able
to grasp the essence of this book without referring to notes or expla-
nations all the way through.

The book presented here owes its existence to the ready will-
ingness of many colleagues and foreign teachers to read through
the manuscript and offer precious suggestions on its revision. The
translators are grateful to all those who have contributed their share
to the book.
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The Qian Hexagram

The Qian Hexagram l

The gian hexagram (the symbol of heaven) predicates supremacy,
success, potentiality and perseverance.

——— 1, The dragon is lying in wait.

—— 2. The dragon appears in the fields. ’ a&ﬁ

The time for action is not ripe.

. ] .
It is time for the great man to emerge from obscurity.

—— 3. The gentleman strives hard all day long.

-

T

He is vigilant even at nighttime.

By so doing, he will be safe in times of danger.

—— 4. The dragon will either soar to the sky

Or remain in the deep.
There is nothing to blame in either case.

—— §. The dragon is flying in the sky.

It is time for the great man to come to the fore.

—— 6. The dragon has soared to the zenith.zpp h&

It will regret sooner or later.
None of the dragons claims to be the chief.
It is a sign of good omen,

i
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'T'he Kun Hexagram 3

The Kun Hexagram 2

The kun h:xagram (the symbol of earth) predicates supremacy and

success.

Thereis potentiality in perseverance with the submissiveness

of a mare. When a gzatleman goes anywhere, he will go astray if
he takes the lead and he will have guidance if he follows bzhind.  The
potentiality lies in finding friends in the northeast and losing friends
in the northwest. Peaceful perseverance is a sign of good omen.

. When you tread on hoarfrost,

Solid ice will appear soon.

. If you are fair and square,

You will reap benefit without exertion.

. Keep your brilliance concealed;:

You’d better persevere in doing this.

I3 T

If you have the chance to serve the kin g Z
You should claim Wd service.
. If you are reticent Tike a tied-up sack,

You will receive neither blame nor praise.

. You are dressed in yellow like an official,

This is a sign of supreme omen.

. The dragon comes to fight in the wilderness.

Blood runs black and yellow.
Potentiality lies in eternal perseverance.

A
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The Z:un Hexagram 7

The Zhun Hexagram 3

The Zhun hexagrm (the symbol of mew birth) predicates supreme
success and potentiality in perseverance. It is not the time to
take action, but the time to appoint assistants.

—-— 1, It is a time of difficuity and hindrangg.ﬁﬁ%.
Youwd bztter maintain your perseverance
And appoint your assistants.

—— 2. It is time for hesitation.
Men come on horseback,
Not as robbers, but as wooers.

3 %@&Tue ,gl?gﬁgs maiden refuses the offer:
°E° v She v.vnll not marry for ten years.

— — 3. Hunting deer without the guidance of a forester,
The hunter will get lost in the woods.
The wise man will give up the chase
Because further pursuit will bring grief. Wit

— — 4. Men come on horseback
To sue for the hand of a lady.
They will have good fortune;
Nothing stands in the way.

~— 5. Your virtue has not come into full play.
You will have good fortune for minor actions;
You will have misfortune for major actions.

~ .~ 6. Men come on horseback to woo,
Weeping heartily but in vain.
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The Meng Hexagram Y

The Meng Hexagram 4

The meng hexagram (the symbol of ignorance) predicates success.

It is not I who seck help from the pupil, but the pupil who seeks help

from me. Ianswerhis question the first time he asks; [ do not answer

him if he asks repeatedly because that shows his impartinence : 'ﬁ@i
% \%&kl

There is potentiality i r ance. \«1.
ere is potentiality npese%ﬁimﬂ\é%‘]. m% ﬁh

— — 1. Enlightenment rjéulres discipline;
To leave unrestrained will bring grief.
—2. T ar the ignorant is a sign of good omen
i,\jl*—, Just like marrying a good woman.
Or having a faithful and capable son.
— — 3. This is not the right girl to marry.
Keeping her eyes on a wealthy man,
She has lost her virtue.
Nothing good will come out of the marriage.
—~ — 4. Engrossed in ignorance,
He is liable to come to grief.
— — 5. Enlightenment for the ignorant child
Is a sign of good omen.
—— 6. In dealing with the ignorant,
Violent measures will only do harm
While proper measures will prevail.



