


R EEEBEY
Morning Star

= B

Sir H. Rider Haggard JH¥
Michael West N5

FOHR K OB

B EoRE ERBRH

L}



P .

MORNING STAR
A Story of Egypt

o

SIR H. RIDER HAGGARD
Simplifled by Michael West

LONGMAN GROUP LIMITED, 1978

= 2
dBAZTsHEER2HR
CEESEIEF B 23 S 508)

AL RO B2 B EL R il
AL BUASEERE IR IR
FraeB AL R TR R AT
£ H G FEBE s
ITA 18TX1002 1/32 6.5 EN¥k 120 F%

19824E 8 A 1 4 19824E 8 AL B~k BRI

$£E, 92154127 ZE#fy 0,60 ¢



-~y

a

A H W N

A4S J (1 BUE - R RS (Ricer Haggard) & JE |61
A ANE RS, BRORRY (Morning Star) b, & Bi
Kby (She) (R BTTERSE R (King Solmon's Mines,)
CE - &2 ¥ BBy (Alan Cuatermain) 25/ i, #B
PATE .

CBEY BE—AHRERMIGHRE. LHEIMIRR
ATBRARREBERN, MEDRREE, HIEWHL
BRI ET Ve HEMRMEA. LMK LR
%3, BEIEWR, WL, LEgE, REET
“rg” , RAFMILEF B ML, HRWE, SEN
FEH, REBEGONTE LR LERYE, BREMRRE
F, A, SHOk B R _

HEAUFBTZE ERANE TEBHEFNE,
BBk, ESREVH, WHARSID. APHYT
LB R EIE IR, BE M EE Y, RIbE A
g, BATIZHN. BORNH LB A LR, TR
P EACER R IRE ¥ IR M.



LIST OF PEOPLE

Abi—Governor of Memphis, descendant of a King of
Egypt on his father’s side, his mother was a Nubian,

Ahura—wife of Pharaoh. mother of Neter Tua,

Amathel—Prince of Kesh, son of the King of Kesh, a
Nubian, lived at Napata,

Amen—father of the gods,

Asti—wife of Mermes, mother of Rames; she has magic
powers; nurse of Neter Tua.

Hathor—Goddess of Love,

Hyksos—people who at one time ruled Egypt; Prince
Abi was descended from the Hyksos.

Isis—a goddess.

Janges,

Ka—the double or spirit image of a person,

Kaku—astrologer of Prince Abi, later vizier of Abi, hus-
band of Merytra,

Kepher—a beggar; he is a spirit and has no shadow, and
declares the will of Amen.

Mena--a former King of Egypt.

Mermes— descended from former King of Egypt, hus-
baad of Asti, father of Rames, captain of the
King’s guard.



Merytra—a female glave of Abi, told Abi{’s plot to
Pharaoh, becomes slave of Pharaoh, and later wife of
Kaku.

Nejerte—a false name which Asti gives to Neter Tua.

Neter Tua or Morning Star—daughter of Pharach and
Ahura,

Osiris—god of the dead.

Pharaoh—King ¢f Egypt, husband of Ahura, father of
Morning Star,

Rames—scn of Mermes and Asti; descended from former
Kings of Egypt: born on the same day as Neter
Tuva and brought up with her,

Sekhet—the lion goddess.
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PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

ABI [’abii]

ABTU [’&ebtu]
AHURA [a’hurs]
AMATHEL [‘eemepel)
AMEN [aa’men]
ASTI [’eestii]
BUBASTES [biu’beestiiz]
HATHOR [‘hei@as]
HYKSOS [’hiksos]
ISIS [’aisis]
JANEES [dzee’nlis]
KA [kae]

KAKU [’kaku]
KARNAK [’kaaneek]
KEPHER [’kefs)
KESH  [kef]

LUXOR [’1aksod]
MEMPHIS [‘memfis]
MENA [miing]
MERMES [’maamiiz]
MERYTRA [me’ritra)]
NEFERTE [ne’fastii]
NETER TUA ([’nets ‘tus]
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One

WHAT THE STARS
TOLD PRINCE ABI °

Tt was evening in Egypt thousands of years ago.
Prince Abi, Governor of Memphis! arrived in his ship
outside the walls of the great city of Thebes.? He was
a large, dark man, His mother was one of the Hyksos®
people, and one of his family had once been a Pharaoh.*
The Hyksos w\er_e’a_Bgo_p_le who had come from outside
Egypt and had become rulers of the country,

Prince Abi sat looking at the setting sun, On each
side of him stood slave-women fanning him. He was
angry. One of the slaves touched his head with the
feathers of her fan. Prince Abi stood up and struck
her so that the poor woman fell to the ground,

“Careless cat!” he cried. “Do that agains® and you
shall be beaten.” .

“Pardon, great Lord!” she said, beginning to weep.
“It was an accident, The wind caugh: my fan?”

“Be more careful. Merytra,®” sald Prince Abi to the
slave-woman, “Stop weeping, Go and send Kaku, the
astrologer, here. Go, both of you.”
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«He called me a cat,” sald Merytra angrily to her
companion as they went,

“And he once said that I was@}é"’ said the other,
“1 wish crocodile would eat him.”

«Hush!” caid Merytra, “There is that astrologer,
and he looks angry.”

Hand in hand they went before the learned man and
bowed down,

«Master of the stars,”” said Merytra, “we have a
message for you —No, don’t look at my cheek. Those
marks are the marks of the hand of Prince Abi”

«You had better be careful what you are saying.
Why did he hit you?” '

She told him.

“Oh,” he said. “It was very bad to hit such a
pretty girl,” :

“Thank you, O master of learning,” said Merytra,
“Will you tell our fwg‘s/for nothing?’8

4Yes, yes.—I understand that he is angry.”

“He is, Kaku, Listen!”

- As Merytra spoke an angry(@rearched them from
above: “Where is the cursed astrologer?”
4There!” said Merytra. %I told you that he was
angry. W the rest of the papers,
Go at once” '
“The question is,” sald Kaku, as he ran towards
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the place leading to thf,/\ uppet , part of the ship,“the
question is how Prince Abi will like what is written in
the papers.”

“Good luck to you,” said the girl. “You will need it.”

A minute later the astrologer was bowing down
before Abi in the upper part of the ship. He bowed
50 low that his cap fell off his head.

“Why were you so long in coming?” said Abi.

“Because your slaves could not find me. Royal
Son of the Sun.!® I was working in my room.”

“But I thought [ heard you laughing with them
there. Why do .you call me ‘Royal Son of the Sun'?
That is Pharaoh’s name, What have the stars shown
you? I am now at the turning point of my fortunes,!!
not knowing whether I am to be Pharaoh of Upper
and Lower Egypt.’* or only the Prince of a mere city.”

“If your majesty will teil his servant'® exactly what
he wishes to know, i:erhaps 1 may be able to answer
the question,” e .

“Majesty? I wish to know for what reasﬁn you
call me ‘majesty’. I am only Prince of Memphis. Did
the stars tell you something? Have you asked them
about the future?”

“Certainly, certainly!” said Kaku, “I studied the
stars all last night, and have been working out the
results, but they are not finished, Question me and I
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will answer,”

“Look!” said Ati, “The sun is setting behind the
tombs of the kings. That is a sign cf bad fortune for
me. I wished to reach this city in the morning when
the stars were more favourable, but the wind held me
back, Tell me, shall I be buried in the Valley of the
Kings?”14

4T think so, Prince Abi. The stars scem to say that
you will .”

“You are keeping something back from me,” said
Abi, looking at Kakw’s face. “Shall i be buried in the
tomb of a Pharaoh?”

“] cannot say,” said the astrologer, “There is a force
which is working against you.!'® Another star crosses
your path/”!®

“What star?” said Abi,

“The star of Amen,'” father of the gods.”

“Amen!” said Abi, “How can & man fight against a
god?”

« Against two gods,” said the astrologer, “For with the
star of Amen is the star of Hathor,'®* Queen of Love.
Look!”

Kaku pointed to the east, where the sky was still
red with the sunset,

As they watched the light faded, and there in the
sky was a bright and beautiful star, and very close t0
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it another star, For a few minutes only they were seen.
Then they vanished,

“The star of Amen, and with it the star of ilethor,”
said the astrologer,

“Well,” said Abi, “they are far from my star, and
they have soon gone.”

“Yes, Prince, but in twenty years’ time they will be
near your star and their power will bte greater, They will
conquer you there, above the Valley of the Kings, Af-

ter twentty years! But during those twenty years you
shine ajone.”

Abi seized the paper and threw it down,
“Fool!” said he, “Do you think that you will frighten
me with this nonsense about stars? Here is my star.”

He drew out the sword at his side, and shook it
over the head of Kaku: '

T ""#This is the star of Abi.

“I have told you the truth as 1 see it,” said Kaku,
“If you wish me to tell pleasant things, that is easy. But
it seems to me that your future is not so evil,'* You
will have twenty years of power, If after that trouble
comes, what does it matter?” 2o

“That is true,” said Abi.“I am in a bad temper to-
day. 1 will give you a gold cup as the price of your
work. You must always tell me the truth.”

Kaku bowed. He was pleased that things had gone
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so well*!, He picked up his papers and was just going
to leave when some men were seen riding along the bank
of the Nile?? towards the ship,

“That is the captain of my guard,” said Abi, “He
is bringing me the answer from Pharaoh. Don’t go, Kaku.
Stay and hear it and give me your advice”

Two

A PLOT AGAINST PHARAOH

Soon the captain of the guard®! -appeared before
Prince Abi,

“What does Pharaoh say?” asked the Prince,

“He says that he will receive you, although he did
not send for you.? It is not necessary for 37511 to come,
as he has heard long ago of your victory over the
people of the desert, and he does not want the heads of
their officers which you were bringing to him.”

“Pharaoﬁ was always a woman in such matter,”® sald
Abi, “He should be thankful that he has soldiers who
know how to make war, I will go to him tomorrow.”

“My lord.” said the captain, “that ir not all the mes-
sagc, Pharaoh says that he has heard that you have with
you a guard of three hundred soldiers: he will not allow
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these men inside the gates., He says that you should
come before him attended by five persons only.”*

“Oh,” said Adi. “Does Pharaoh fear that I shall
capture him and the armies and the great city with
only three hundred men?”

“No, Prince,” said the captain. “I think he fears
that you may kill him and declare yourself Pharaoh,

for you come next®. Pharach has no childten”

“Ah! said Abi. He walked forward to the front
of the ship. Night had fallen, and the moon was pouring
her silver Light over the desert, the mountains and the
city, From the gardens and streets came the sound of
music, and on the walls the watchmen called the hour.®
It was a wonderful scene, and the heart of Abi beat
as he looked upon it. What wealth, what power lay
there. There stood the house of Pharach, and Pharaoh
had no child, and he was not strong. But it would be
difficult, for Abi knew that Phataoh was loved by the
pns(esfs and people; but he, Abi, was feared and hated.
Why should he wait? Why should he not try his for-
tune? He had three hundred soldiers with him, brave
men. It was a féast_ day. The gates were not well guarded.
He might break through them in the night and make his
way to the palace, kill Pharaoh, and in the morning be
seated on Pharaoh’s throne,” He turned and walked back

to where his men wete standing, and spoke to the officer,
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