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INTRODUCTION

Statistics is an important tool in language studies and a knowledge of basic statistics is
a necessary requirement for language workers.

Basic Statistics in Language Studies is just an attempt to meet this need. It intro-
duces the basic concepts and principles of statistics and techniques of statistical analysis
commonly employed in language studies. It also provides questions to ponder and problems
to solve with the aim of furthering the reader’s understanding of the text, and, for the
convenience of the reader, it includes a selected list of Chinese statistical terms with Eng-
lish translations.

Basic Statistics in Language Studies is characterized by its suitability, practicality
and readability. It is intended for language (foreign language in particular) workers — re-
searchers, teachers as well as administrators.
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