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ABSTRACT

From the perspective of world peace and development
and basing itself on Marxist materialistic interpretation of
history and wear, this dissertation probes the historical
process of the rise of modern war ethics. makes a compre-
hensive study to clarify its main principles. and proceeds
to discuss the major cthic problems in modern war. taking
into consideration the reality after the cold war, before
providing answers to these questions.

War ethics i1s a system of conduct norms concerning
the use of violence that social groups and their armed
members are supposed to follow in political intercourse a-
gainst organized violent conflicts. War ethics has taken
shape In war practices over a very long time. [t is meant
ta coordinate the relations between all kinds of important
social values of the warring partics and to mitigate the
contradictions in their political intercourse when a war

has broken out or is likely to break out. War ethics bears
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threc distinctive characteristics. First, it has a very
strong political nature and touches the cardinal tnterests
concerning the security of human existence and the stabil-
ity of social and political order. Second, the host of rela-
tionships nsed for modulation are manilested in the com
plex conflict of group violence. Third, its principles and
norms are on the whole overlapping 1those of correspond-
ing legal principles and nerms concerning war.

Modern war ethics took shape after the two world
wars and developed on the basis of the criticism and re-
flection of traditional bourgeoisic war ethics of the West.
It contains mainly of the principle of peace, the principle
of a just war objective and the principle of humanitarian
war behaviors. The principle of peace demands that the
nations solve international conflicts by peaceful means in-
stead of by armed invasion or intervention of the internal
affairs of other countries. however, it also demands that
nationalities . classes and political groups within a country
solve intensifving contradictions and conflicts peacefully.
The principle of just war objective emphasizes that the
use of arms can be justified only under the following cir
cumstances: self —defcnse against foreign mvasion, na-
tional liberation from colonialism, national revolution a-

gainst oppression. maintenance of national unity. and UN
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peace —keeping actions for the restoration of international
peace and security. The principle of humanitarian war be-
haviors demands that war behaviors conform 1o the princi-
ple of differentiation and the principle of proportionality.
Changes in international politics and war practice
since the end of the Cold War has brought about a series
of new issues on war ethics, the very prominent of which
are those concerned with high —tech war, modern ethnic
war and armed intervention. This dissertation analyzed
the three new issuves and arrives at the following conclu-
stons: a) The ethics of high—tech wars should be exam-
ined with the nature of the objective of a specific war in |
mind, and the use of high—tech war metheds and its sub-
sequent complicated results should also be taken into con-
sideration. b) Wherther a high —tech attack by means of
information technology has constituted an armed aggres-
sion and whether the victim party has the right to conduct
self —defense should be determined by the nature of the
attack. ¢) The retaliation for the purpose of self —defense
under certain circumstances on the part of the victims of a
high tech ” surgical —operation style” attack is considered
to be in conformity with war ethics. d) Ethnic wars aimed
at splitting a nation should be opposed because it runs a-

gainst the principle of national self —determination and
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hinders social progress and social development. e) As
time goes by, the connotation of national rights 1s ex-
panding and the relations between various rights are be-
coming more complicated. So, the struggle for just na-
tional rights should first of all be waged on a non—violent
basis. Only under specific conditions can the form of
armed struggle be taken. and at the same time. the use of
violent terrorist means should be avoided. f) National
sovereignty is of great significance to the development of
human rights. and any denial of national sovereignty can
only harm human right. g) In international political inter-
course . armed intervention in the name of humanitarian
principles without the authorization of the United Nations
or anv attempt to militarize the United Nations to enharice
its capability to solve humanitarian 1ssues would be dan-
gerous.

In the face of so many complicated war ethics 1ssues,
the dissertation sticks to one essential theme; the devel-
opment of modern war ethics should conform to the needs
of present —day social development and the fundamental
interests of most countries and the overwhelming majority
of the people, and should be heneficial to world peace and
security. This is the basic value orientation for promoting

the progress and development of modern war ethics,
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