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INTRODUCTION

Interest in Taiwan as a language area has experienced an unparalled surge
since the late 1970s and has continued to challenge students of the Taiwanese
language to look ever more closely into the dynamics of the language in social and
psychological terms. The present volume brings together a collection of papers
devoted specifically to the structure of Taiwanese. It bears the descriptive attribute
‘a modern synthesis’, and indeed it is. There was a concerted attempt to synthesize
past research and to look toward the future in a number of articles collected
here.

In the first section, Yasushi Higuchi offers an analysis of the phonological
features of the Lokkang dialect. Yi-hung Chang, K.T. Hsu and Jeffrey Tung focus
on Church Romanization as a system of representation and they all find it wanting,
though each stressing different aspects of the inadequacies of the system, and
suggesting an alternative of reducing Taiwanese to writing. The first section is then
rounded off with a thorough study of four types of orthograpic representations for
Taiwanese used in extant dictionaries——chinese characters, kana, romanization and
national phonetic symbols——-by Robert Cheng. »

Five articles on aspects of Taiwanese morphology and syntax comprise Section
2. Shuanfan Huang’s ‘Remarks on Taiwanese morphology’ shows that Taiwanese
morphology is essentially a headless language and that Taiwanese compounding
morphology is constructed not on the principle of headship, but on the principle
that governs syntax. Y.C. Li examines structural differences between Taiwanese and
Mandarin, especially in regard to various VP constructions, and suggests that some
syntactic distinctions in Taiwanese may reflect features preserved from Archaic
Chinese. Feng-fu Tsao’s contribution is a contrastive study of the case-marking
functions of Mandarin gei and Taiwanese hou. Finally, Chinfa Lien offers a proto-
type approach to the analysis of sentence-final particles. He ‘concentrates on para-
meters governing the use of particles la, a, o', lo’, kong, koh-le and tioh-si.

Section 3 brings together four articles on the sociolinguistic scene and language
policy in Taiwan, three of which, interestingly, are by three international scholars,
Taiwan, with its 14000 square miles and 20 million inhabitants, is a language labora-
tory of manageable size, small enough for microscopic sociolinguistic inquiry. Van
den Berg leads off in this section with an analysis of Taiwan’s sociolinguistic land-
scape and patterns of language use in terms of the accommodation theory. Cornelius
Kubler adds perspectives not at all well documented to date: his analysis of code-



switching between Taiwanese and Mandarin, which has become very common in
Taiwan in recent years. Esther Figueroa’s article raises a number of theoretical
questions through which Taiwan’s language policy (a subfield within language
planning) - may be evaluated. Shuanfan Huang’s article offers an analysis of the
role of social factors on language use, language maintenance and language shift. The
results of his analysis show that Hakka and non-Mandarin mainland dialects are
languishing, low-vitality languages, while Mandarin and Southern Mandarin are
vibrant, high-vitality languages.

The authors of .the papers in Section 4 examines paleography of Taiwanese
words and lexical studies. Shou-li Wu begins the Section with a competent survey
of past scholarship in these areas. Wayren Horng marshalls evidence from both
historical phonology and dialectology in support of his etymological proposals for
Taiwanese words. Finally, Lily Su’s paper studies Taiwanese elements in modern
Chinese novels, noting problems of inconsistency, and linguistic and literary factors
affecting the choice of these Taiwanese elements.

The authors of the articles in this volume came to their research tasks united in
their common concern with fostering the scholarship in Taiwanese lingustics. This
volume, then, it is hoped, will add to our growing knowledge of the linguistic and
social aspects of Taiwanese. Obviously, much more research needs to be done. It
will certainly not be too long before still another collection of similar studies will
appear, perhaps with the title ‘Recent trends in Taiwanese linguistics’.

The Editors
May, 1988
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